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COWAN LIBRARY, 1836

INTRODUCTION.

In seeking to present the strange and romantic, the
thrilling and marvelous, we need not indulge the imagina-
tion. The history of Tennessee abounds in facts stranger
than fiction.

Speaking of the various deeds of the Savior while on
earth, Saint John avers: ¢ If they should be written every
one, 1 suppose that even the world could not contain the
books that ,should be written.”” Many volines could be
profitably and interestingly filled with heroic acts of our
ancestors. In presenting the following, the object has
been to give precedence to only a few of the salient occur-
rences, and to try to treat them in such a manner as will
stimulate the study of onr annals by the young. The truth
has been adhered to throughout so far as the author was
able to discern it.

The author acknowledges his obligations for valuable
assistance rendered him by Dr. R. L. C. White, the eminent
specialist in Tennessee history.
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CHAPTER 1.

A GLANCE AT TENNESSEE'S PROGRESS, AND REVIEWING
SOME OF ITS LANDMARKS,

Tennessee was admitted into the Union on May 31,
or June 1, 1796, the third State coming in under
the Lederal constitution, although in 1794 1t had be-
come a distinet territorial government.  The scat of
government was at Knoxville from 1791 to 1811, ex-
ceping for a short period only in 1807, when it was
at Kingston: from 1512 to 1815 it was at Nashville:
m 1817 it was again removed to Knoxville. and from
there in 1819 to Murfreeshoro, where it remained until
1826: then Nashville hecame the capital. The State s
bounded north by Kentucky and Virginia, southeast
by North Carolina. sonth by Georaia. Mabama. Mizsiz-
sippic and west by Arkansas and Miszouri. Tts popula-
tion was 35,691 in 1790, and 1.767.518 about a century
later.  The largest cities o+ Nashville, Knoxville.
Memphis and Chattanooga: and the covernors of the
State, not including the territorial governor. William
Blount. have heen: Joha Revier. 1796: Archibald
Roane, 1801: John Sevier. 1803: Willie Blount. 1809:
Joseph MeMinn, 1815; Willlam Carroll, 1s21: Samuel

(1)



2 THE BACKWARD TRAIL.

Houston, 1827—resigned April 16, 1829, and was suc-
ceeded by William IHall, Speaker of the Senate; Wil-
liam Lanul] 15329; Newton Cannon, 1835; James K.
Polk, 1539 Jzunc.s C. Jones, 1841; Aaron V. Brown,
1845; Neill S Brown, 13+7; William Trousdale, 1849;
William B, Cawmpbell, 18515 Andrew Johnson, 1833;
isham G. Ilarris. 18575 Andrew Johnson, military gov-
ernor by appointment from 1862 to 1865; William G.
Brownlow, 1865—resigned February 25, 1869, and was
succeeded by DLW L Renter, Speaker of  the Senate: D.
W. (. Nenter, 1869: John (. Brown, 1871: James D.
Porter, 1875 Albert S. Marks, 18792 Alvin ITawkins,
1851 William B. Bate. 1883 Robert L. Taylor, 1887;
John L. Buchanan, 1891: Peter Turnev, 1893 Robert
L. Taylor. 1897; Benton McMillin, 1899,

The chimate 1s generally mild and salubrious, cx-
cepting in the more swampy districts of the western
portion of the State, and assures a great varlety of
vegetable  productions.  Several indigenous  grasses
spring spontancously: black and red haws, woodgrapes,
wild plums. black. whortle and goose herries. hickory-
nutx. chestnutz, walnuts. pecans and chingquaping, all
crow in abundance: <o that it can be readily =een that
it mu=t have =cemed a delightfnl Jand for a home by
thoze hunters and explorers who occasionally  passed
through <ome portions hefore emigration was actually
turned to the western country,

Tennessce has made rapid strides within a century,
and i~ now one of the mest progressive of the Southern
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States.  When we consider its present development,
it 15 almost impossible to helieve that hefore the year
1350 1t was a vast wilderness, uninhabited by any
white person. Where heautiful towns and cities now
fourizh and elegant rural homes are sitnated, then
buftfalos bellowed and fought around the =alt licks,
bears passed through the cane and underbrush, deer
stalked down to the streams to slake their thirst, pan-
thers =ereamed from their coverts, and the wild tur-
kevs called to each other m the solitude.

Now and then adventurous explorers passed down
the larger streams, returning to the colonies with won-
derful tales of the wilderness, and occasionally bands
of Indians ventured into the faztnesses. to go back 1o
their villages after a few weeks laden with game: hut
no white man dared to make the Tennessee region his
home hefore the middle of the eighteenth century, and
even the savages Lid no =erious claim to much of it
as @ part of their domains.

Taning the wilderness now i~ an easv and pleasant
task. with railroads and other facilities for traveling,
not to mention the eaze with which the settler can get
the other requirements for hiz work of home-making.
But when the fivst settlers came to Tenneszce, the jour-
nev wax a long and perilous undertaking, and the first
vears” struggles were often sutlicient to depresz :trong
heart=. .\ hiztorian has recently deseribed the fonnd-
ing of new settlements in graphie language.  As a rule,
he zavs, the settlers came in groups for mutual protec-
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tion, and perhaps for mutual encouragement. The
household goods were horne on the backs of horses,
called pack-horses, and consisted generally of a few
cooking utensile, a wooden trencher for kneading
dough, several small packages containing salt and some
seed corn, a flask or two of medicine, wearing apparel,
a wife, and sometimes a baby at the breast.  Their
daughters walked beside the mother on the horse and
the sons were with the fathers a few paces in front.  If
a cow and a few pigs were added to their outfit the
future founders of the commonwealth regarded their
lot as peculiarly fortunate.

Having arrived at the place of destination, they set
to work to ercet a cabin, a primitive affair of logs, with
a top of claphoards held in place by weights. The fur-
niture consisted of a bedstead. a washstand, a few
three-legged stools. a table. a water bucket, a gourd
dipper, and pegs about the walls for hanging clothes,
rifles, game and the like. The chief covering for the
family in cold weather was rarelv a blanket. often the
sking of deer and bear, and occazionally buffalo. tanned
g0 as to be soft and supple. The fare consisted of
game, which was abundant and delicate.  DBread was
made of corn. beaten as fine az possible in an impro-
vised mortar. It was made into dough on a trencher
and bhaked in the ashesz and called ash-cake, or haked
before the fire and called Johnny-cake. a ecorruption
from Journev-cake, from the caze with which 1t could
be made.  The corn itzelf could also be made into
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mush, and where the cow had prospered, mnsh and
milk made the favorite diet, for supper especially. A
delicions syrup was gotten {rom the maple. Butter
was supphied from the fat of hear’s meat, or the gravy
of the goose.  Collee was made from parched ryve and
dried Dheans. Tea was supplicd by the sassafras tree,
The location of the cabin wis as near to a spring as
possible.  The garden was laid ofl not lar {rom the
abin. - All trees within gunshot of the houze, large
enough to conceal the hody of an Indian, were care-
fully eut down, .\ shed was Duilt in the vard for the
horses and pigs, which were allowed to ran at large
during times of peace, to grow fat upon the mast, and
trained to return at eventide and scck shelter from
wolves and the depredations of Dhears.

A few of the cabinsg and hetter class of habitations
of the carlier days are standing vet—hattered nrns
whose dust was scattered long ago.  Near the main
road leading to Nevierville, and about five miles from
Knoxville, in a deserted and worn-out field. are the
ruins of an old log station.  During the war hetween
John Sevier and hiz comrades against the Cherokees
for the protection of the French Broad settlers, the
place became the refuge of a number of families, and
it had heen a frontier post before Knoxville was set-
tled. The land around it was hought by Gen. Sevier,
the great Tndian fighter, about 1790, ITe added to the
buildings, and even after he was Governor of Tennes-
see lived there in rustie simplicity.  Ie kept open
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house and entertained his friends and guests, who were
nunicrous.  Among his visitors often were the Indian
chiefs, John Watts, Double lead and Bloody Fellow,
who, as the historian observes, came to streteh their
moceasins before the great wood fire, or eat of Sevier's
venison, or ask his advice on the important affairs of
their nation.

A few miles cast of Nashville, not far from the Iler-
mitage, the first dwelling of Andrew Jackson may be
geen, gray and dilapidated. It iz also a log structure,
of three rooms and a capacious fire-place that looks as
if it might chamber a quarter of a cord of wood. Rude
as this building is, it once sheltered many a distin-
guished person, among them Aaron Burr, the fastid-
ious New York statesman.  The visitor to the land-
mark. by a very slight effort of the imagination, can
hear old voices in the gloom. recall evenings when
Jackson and his wife—lovers from marriage until sep-
cat by the door and tatked of their
future plans, the whippoorwill in the woods

aration by death

“Threshing the summer dusk
With his goid flail of song,”

and the insects in the undergrowth making the even-
mg sweet with a thousand toned delights.

Another bnilding having an interest because of its
age if for nothing else may Le seen some sixty miles
east of Nazhville—the Overall homestead. in DeKalb
Conuty. It is zituated upon the western hank of a
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beautiful stream, not more than two miles from the
crossing at the Budlalo Ford on the Indian wail which
led from the Cumberland Mountains to the carly set-
tlements on the Cumberland river, and near the Nash-
ville and Knoxville turnpike.  Its present owner was
born there about 1830, was a nuniber of times a mem-
ber of the Legislature, and has many interesting things
to tell of the homestead and its first possessor. My
father purchased the place about the year 1500, he
will tell you. =Of course you see I have remodeled the
building somewhat, but the portion that was standing
when he became owner is stili intact. The first zettler
here was a man named Looney. who was not held in
high esteem by the few settlers hereabouts, for he was
thought to have made his property by unfair means,
and was in addition supposed to be too much in sym-
pathy with Indians. My father came from Virginia,
bringing his stock and negroes with him: and vou may
wonder at it, but T have now the same breed of dun
cattle that were bronght here zoon after the territory
hecame the State of Tennessee.  And.” he will con-
tinue, with a twinkle of humor in hiz blue cves, “T
have lived in three counties. though T was horn in this
house and never moved in my life. The farm was
first in Smith County: when Cannon was made from a
portion of Smith. T found my=elf in Cannon.  The
plantation iz now in the county of DeKalb.  On Smith
Fork ereck. at the Buffalo Ford. there ocenrred the
fight with the Indians which is recorded in Carr’s Ten-
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nessee history. The spot is just above the present
ford, a mile north of my farm, and by looking at the
place and reflecting that it was then covered with cane
and heavy undergrowth, a person need not wonder that
the Indians made a good stand. Gen. Winchester, of
the Summner County scttlements, while out upon a
scouting expedition, came upon fresh traces of Indians.
Ie and his party pursued them down what is now
known as Smith Fork creek until reaching the ford.
He saw there that the Indians had decided to stop and
give battle. Ilis spies—two of them—were in front.
When they entered the canebrake a short distance, the
savages, lying in ambush, fired upon them. ™The spy
named lHickerson was killed. Gen. Winchester and his
force hurried up, and the Dattle lasted some time. Dut
the Indians had the advantage in numbers and posi-
tion, and the former were forced to withdraw. Capt.
James McCann killed an Jndian on this oecasion who
was supposed to he a celebrated chief and warrior
known as the Moon, as he was hare-lipped. and it wasg
claimed that there was but one hare-lipped man in the
trihe {o which the body of Indians Delonged.
“Speaking further of the Indians. many of them
came throngh Cannon Connty when migrating heyond
the Mississippi river. My father visited their camps, ag
did many of the farmers. TIle said that he was able,
after seeing them on the way from their old hunting
grounds and the graves of their fathers, to form a bet-
ter idea of the appearance of the IHebrews when leav-
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ing Fgypt. Many of them were wealthy, having their
slaves and fine horses.

*1 have heard my parents speak of their carly days
here. They were often uncasy over thoughts ol Indian
violence, though no massacre took place.  There were
alarms now and then, when the neighbors would all
go to one house and remain until the scare was over.
As late as 18365-66 1t was not an nuneommon oceurrence
for a few Indians to leave the fastnesses of North Car-
olina or Iast Tennessce and pass through this seetion
on a weartsone journey to the far West.”

Finally:  The Goodpasture house still stands on
Buffalo creek, near Ilillham, in Overton County. 1t is
a large two-story log struecture, with only one door in
the frout and one window in the upper story. It was
erected in 1800, while the country between Livingston
(now the county seat of Overton (ounty), and King-
ston, then a federal fort at the junction of Holston and
Clinch rivers, was occupied by the Cherokee Indians.
This section is now known as the “mountain district”
of the State. 1t i¢ a romantic country, and the faets
concerning its early settlement are full of interest. It
extends northwestwardly, letween the Cumberland
Mountains and the Cumberland and Caney Iork
rivers, from a line drawn lengthwise through the cen-
tre of the State to the Kentucky line, embracing the
present counties of Overton, White. Jackson. Putnam,
Fentress, (lay and Pickett. All of it was not opened
for settlement at the =ame time. By the treaty of Hol-
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ston, in 1791, the Indian line began at a point on Cum-
berland river, from which a southwest line would
strike the ridge that divides the waters of Cumberland
from those of Duek river, forty miles above Nashville.
The line ran two and a half miles cast of Livingston,
dividing the district into two almost equal parts. The
West was open to settlement, and the ast (known as
the Wilderness) reserved to the Cherokees. DBy an act
of the General Assembly in 1793, the line of the In-
dian reservation was made the castern boundary of
Sumner County, which, in 1799, was reduced to its
constitutional limits, and the new countics of Smith
and Wilson established out of its former territory.
Two vears later Smith County was rednced. and Jack-
son County established, extending to the Wilderness,
By the treaty of Tellico. in 1305, the Indian title to
the Wilderness was extinguizhed. and the entire monn-
tain district opencd. In thiz part of the State are
Obedz and Roaring rivers, and on the hanks of the lat-
ter the Long Iunters spent eight or nine months of
the years 1769-70 while exploring the West.  The
Goodpasture family came from Kingston by the Wal-
ton road—which was then marked ont hetween that
place to the present village of Carthage. and completed
in 1801, “The road.” say Ao V. and WL 1L Goodpast-
ure in a biographical and historical work. “was about
a hundred miles in length. and contained four stands
for the accommodation of travelers.  Coming West,
the first of these was at Kimbrongh’s. on the eastern
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foot of the mountaing the =ccond at Crab Orchard. a
once famous place on the monntain platean, i Cum-
berland County: the third at White's Plain, in Put-
nam County. on the western {oot of the monntain; and
the fourth near Pekin. alzo in Potnam County.”
There were few settlers there at the thme; Indians were
now and then =cen, and buffalo were still 1o he found:
but a few vears later settlers came from Virginia,
Pennsylvania and Fast Tennessee. among them  the
widow and some of the children of the great Indian
fighter and first governor of Tennessce, Gen. John Se-
vier.  In time there alzo came the anecstors of Namel
L. Clemens (*Mark Twain™). the mozt popular humor-
1t in the world, locating at Jamestown, Fentress
County.

The landmarks mentioned are rife with memories.
There were tears and Tanghter, love and hate. hope and
despair, and all the vieissitudes and changes that are
the Beritage of mankind.  We can see the =turdy hus-
bandman as he goes about hiz Tabors to tame the wild
country, and the housewile Dblithely doing the duties
allotted to her: neighbors enjoying cach other’s com-
panionship with greater pleasure bhecause <o rare, and
the voung people. as the Indian vouths and maidens
before them, experiencing love's voung dream. their
soul~ radiant in the light that never was on land or sea;
revolutionary veterans who liad scen =ervice at Valley
Forge or the Cowpens or along the Brandvwine. now
entitled to somewhat of rest. fizhing in the beautiful
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streams, making wolf traps, or hunting the turkey for
pastime. And those log walls, still intact after the
forms that held immortal souls have fallen to dust,
serve to recall Dobson’s lines on the Pompadour’s fan:

“Where are the secrets it knew?
Weavings of plot and of plan?
But where is the Pompadour, too?
This was the Pompadour’s fan!”



CHAPTER 1I.

THE EARLIEST DISCOVERY OF TENNESSEE SOIL, AND
THE DESTRUCTION OF OLD FORT LOUDOUN.

It is an interesting tradition that IFerdinand De
Soto, a Spanizh explorer, first discovered the magnifi-
cent country now known as Tennessce more than two
centuries before its first settlement.  Fired by the idea
of conquest and urged by the hope of finding gold in
the New World, he sailed from Ilavana May 12, 1539,
with an army of about one thousand men, besides the
marines.  There were also three hundred and fifty
horses. He passed through thie domains of a number
of Indian rulers, meeting with considerable opposition,
and finally reached the eastern border of Tenmnessee.
Keeping a western course, he arrived, in April, 1541, in
sight of the Indian village, Chisca, supposed to be the
present site of Memphis.  According to Irving, the
Indians of this province knew nothing of the approach
of the strangers until the latter rushed in upon them,
taking many prisoners and pillaging the houses. De
Soto remained in the town some twenty days, and hav-
ing had four floats constructed, crossed the Missis-
sippi river at a point known as the (hickasaw Bluffs,
and passed with his band of adventurers to the failure

(13)
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that awaited his aspirations and dreams. More than
a century later, La Salle, passing down the Mississippi,
built a fort called Prudhomme. near Memphis, in
1714 the French built the successor of Prud’homme,
calling it Iort Assumption, and still later Tort San
Ferdinando de Barancas was erected by the Spanish
government at the mouth of Wolf river in the hope of
building the Southwestern Empire of North Ameriea.
When the United States came into possession of the
Mississippi Valley, the fort was taken possession of by
the Awmericans and dismantled, while Iort Pickering
was built further down the river.

It is thus seen that the western section of the State
was early discovered. DBut it was the last to he opened
up to civilization. the treaty of 1812, by which the
Chickasaw Indians relinguished their rights to Ten-
nessce, being the beginning of its history.  Mein-
phis, the metropolis of that section. had its birth in
the early part of 1819. The virgin wilderness around
it at that time, Phelan says. bore scarcely a trace of the
buman hand; the foundations of both city and county
were laid under the shadows and around the roots of
trees in the midst of tangled undergrowth. The old
blockhouse still stood in Iort Pickering and a few
straggling  shanties clustered arvound a large and
primitive  structure  known as the public ware-
honsge, sometimes called Young's warchouse, in the
neichborhood of Wolf viver. DBetween these two were
thick cane-brakes and a heavy and luxuriant growth of
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timber, through which a narrow footpath ran from
Fort Pickering to Wolf river.  The growth into im-
portance of the city has been marvelous.  Though
founded after Nazhville and Knoxville had acquired
size and reputation, it is now hardly rivaled in the
Southwest, from a commercial standpoint. A\ city of
beanty and prosperity, it stands above the Father of
Waters, interesting as its namesake on the Nile
when at its best. In its midst bud and Dbloom
the flowers of a semi-tropic clime: the fragrance of the
garden of Gul permeates its residence streets; along its
business throughfares the haled snow of the cotton-
fields of Missi
drawn. promising warmth and comfort for the world’s

=<ippl, Arkansas and West Tennessee is

millions.  The entire western section has developed
also, until one, considering it, recalls the tribute a
Southern singer has paid the South: “No fairer land
hath fired a poet’s lays, or given a home to man.”
Despite the carly discovery of the western borders,
and the fact that the Chickasaw Blufls have played an
important part in the political history of Spain. France
and England. the first actual settlements were made in
the Fast: thongh the home of the Chickasaw Indians,
West Tennessee wax not the arena in which the blood
of the pioneers wax spilled to make a commonwealth,
The Watauga neighborhood is given as the scene of the
first =ettlement: but it iz not venturing too much to
sav that had Fort Loudonn escaped destruction in
1760, that would have been the point from which col-
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onization would have spread. The old fort has a pa-
thetic interest, and has been considered of sutficient
importance to induce Miss Murfree, a leading Ameri-
can fictionist, to make it the subject of one of her latest
novels.

The fort was built in 1757 on the Tennessec river
about thirty miles from the present city of Knoxville,
and a mile above the mouth of the Tellico. It and
another had been erected by the British in the Chero-
kee territory with the consent of the Indians, for pro-
tection against the French and their allies, and was
one hundred and fifty miles west of the ncarest white
settlement. Garrisoned by about two hundred British
regulars, the traders, hunters and a few settlers zoon
made the place the centre of a thriving settlement.

While the tragedy of Fort Loudoun execites our hor-
ror, the Indians had great provocation. In many in-
stances the whites had treated them as though the In-
dians had no rights that should be respected, and as
if independence were a thing to be monopolized hy the
Anglo-Americans.  For instance, the first man who
was known to have resided among the Cherokees—the
destroyers of the fort in question—was Cornelius
Dougherty, an Irishman who estabiished himself as a
trader among them in 1690. He introduced horses
among them, and they coon began stealing the aninmals
from the whites. In retaliation, the whites, living
along the seacoast of (‘arolina. encouraged the tribes
living nearer the Atlantic to steal the (‘herokees them-
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selves. Hundreds of the latter were captured, sold to
the colonisiz, and by them consigned o hard labor in
the malarial swamps, or =hipped to Cuba.

The cause which hrought abont the mas=acre of the
Fort Loudoun garrison reflects 1o credit on the wlites,
The British and Frenceh were at war with cach other,
and the Cherokees assisted the former. The Tndians
lost their horses during the expedition. and on return-
ing throngh Western Virginia to their homeso alter 1he
apture of Fort Du Quesne. they appropriated a num-
ber of horses which they found running in the woods.
With an ingratitude that was never exceeded by the
Indians themselves, the Gernmnan settders of that region
attacked  the wnsuszpecting  Indians in the night. and
Killed and scalped fourteen. They alzo took a number
of prizoncrs. It s stated that these ingrates. who for-
got that the Cherolees Tad assisted in protecting their
homes from the Frenceh, fiposed the scalps they took
on the government for those of French Indians, and
obtained the preminm allowed at that time by law.
This naturally aroused a deep resentment. and Ocon-
oztota, head king or archimagus of the Cherokees. set
about to seck =wift and bloody revenge.

The Cherokees at once deserted the English and be-
gan their massacres.  Gov. W. I Littleton, of South
Carolina. made preparation to foree them into repent-
ance and subnnis<ion.  1le levied a considerable amny,
Awed, and designing. probablv. to gain an advantaue.
the savages <ent commissioners to treat with Little-

2
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ton. Ile ordered them into the rear of the army. Af-
ter arriving at Fort St. George, the commissioners,
twenty-one chiefs, were held as prisoners there, the
Indians agreeing to their retention until an  equal
number of those who had slain the inhabitants on the
frontiers should be given up in exchange for them.

Atta-Kulla-Kulla, vice-king, was a party to this
agreement, hut destred that some of the chiefs who
were imprizoned might be liberated to assist him in
placating the Indians.  Oconostota and two other
chiefs were given up. while other Indians were
taken in exchange.

These twenty-one hostages remained in prison about
two months, when the Cherokees resolved to attempt
their Hberation by strategem.  The army had just left
the country. and on February 16, 1760, two Indian
women appeared at Keowee. on the opposite bank of
the river, no doubt to assist in carrving out some
schieme of Oconostota.  An officer of the garrison went
out and began talking with them. Presently Ocono-
stota canie up.  Ile drew from the fort two other offi-
cers to converse with him. declaring that he wanted a
white man to go with him to have a talk with Gov, Iit-
tleton: among  these officers was  Capt. Cotvmore,
against whom the head chief entertained a deep-rooted
hatred. Dy <ome means a plan scemed to have heen
concerted between the hostages and the ITndians with-
out—for it was soon shown that a hody of savages were
in hiding near where he and the whites were talking.
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When promized a gnard to go with him to Charles-
ton, the chiel, who held a bridle in his hand, said he
would go and catel hiz horse. Then quickly turning
himself aboat, he swung his hridle three times over lis
head. This was a signal, and immediately about thirty
guns were discharged at the group of oflicers. Coty-
more recetved a fatal wound, and the other officers,
Licutenants Foster and Bell, were wounded. They
were enabled to reach the fort with Capt. Cotymore,
and ordered the hostages pnt in irons.  An English-
man laid hold of one of them, and was stabbed to
death, and in the sculle which now took place two or
three other whites were wounded and driven from  the
place of confinement. The affair was by this time be-
ginning to took =erious.

The attacking Indims were velling ontside. while
the hostages were =houting 1o encourage their friends
and making every possible effort to prevent heing
shackled by the British.

The fort proved too strong for Oconostota’s primi-
tive methods, and successfully resisted his stege. Infu-
viated at the treachery of the Indians and the bloody
resistance of the hostages, the whites commited a
picce of brutality that may be justifiable in contending
with savages. hut a thoughtful publie will doubt the
exigeneys they cut a hole in the roof of the room in
which the Indian privoners were confined, and <hoot-
ing down, butchered the entire number!
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The war soon began to rage in all its horrors. Gath-
ering a large force of Cherokee hraves. Oconostota and
Atta-Kulla-Kulta invested Fdrt Loudoun. They had
on March 3 assaulted with musketiy the fort at Nine-
ty-six, with no effeet, and had met Col. Montgomery
and his foree near their village at Iitchoe, and, accord-
ing to Ilaywood. “treated him so rudely that. though
he clammed the victory. he retreated to Fort St George,
whence he shordy afterward went to New York™
They were to wmeet with a measure of success at Fort
Loudoun.

They besieged this place for weeks. Provisions Dhe-
came so scarce that the whites were compelled to cat
horses and dogz.  In vain did the little garrison look
for Col. Montgomery or for any other succor.  ling-
lishmen were defending—and the stubbornness of the
defense can bhe imagined: each soldier could =ay, as
those who later defended Lucknow:

“Handful of men as we were, we were Iinglish in heart
and in limb,
Strong with the strength of the race to command, to
obey, to endure;
Jach of us fought as if hope for the garriscn hung but
on him;
Still—could we watch at all points? we were every day
fewer and fewer.™

Finally the savages agreed to terms: the whites were
to he allowed a <afe retreat to the settlenents hevond
the Blue Ridge. The latter on August 7. 1760, threw
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into the river their cannon and buricd a quantity of
amniunition, and taking with themn such swall arms as
were necessary for hunting, began therr mareh o
South Carolina scttlements. .\ numnber of Indians ac-
companted them, ostensibly ax guards.

They traveled nunmolested for about twenty miles.
Hope began to rise exultant ugain—the savages ~cemed
to be keeping faith,  DBut toward evening the Indin
guard dizappeared in the wilderness. Reaching a place
alterwards called Kawy Harlin's Reserve, they camped.
Never, perhaps, to these three or four hundred whites
just out of the mouwth of hell had the mocking-bird's
song in the woods zonnded more cheerfuly never had
the =un gone down In more gorgeous beanty: never
had the inscets made evening wore sweetly musical.

The might passed without event. but about davhreak
there was a vell of savazes and the report of fire-armis,
Many of the whites were Kitled at the first volley. while
the Cherokees vushed fnto the camp, destroving, as one
chronicler has 1t, the entire party—men, women and
children—except three men who were saved by the
friendly exertions of Ava-Kulla-Kulla, and alo six
others who had gone on ahead as advance guard.
Among those captured wax Stnart. a friend of Atra-
Nulla-Kulla. who afterwards, as agent to the Southern
Indianz, incited them to take part with Fogland i
our war for independence, and to attempt the massacre
of the entire white settlements of Western North Car-
olina.
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Between  two and  three hundred men, Desides
women and children, fell in this slaughter.  The In-
dians made a fence of their bones.  Ior years there-
after the place was shunned as a spot accursed.  Iimi-
gration along that route ceased, and, unmolested, the
wolves hovered mear and the voltures wheeled above
the veritable Place of Nkulls.

In the =ummer of 1761 the Cherokees were foreed to
sue for peace after their towns had been hurned, their
cornfields laid waste and their stock slaughtered or
driven away by the avenging whites.



CELNTATERGLLET

THE WATAUGA  ASSOCIATION, WITIHL AN ACCOUNT OF
AN ATTEMPT TO DESTROY THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS.

“Fast Tennessee bhegan to be permanently settled in
the winter of 1763-69.7 says Haywood.  =Ten families
of these scttlers came from the neghhborhood of the
place where Raleigh now stands, in North Carolina,
and settled on the Watauga.  Thiz was the first scttle-
ment - East Tenneszee”

Capt. Willimn Bean came from Virginia in 1769,
built a cabin on the Watauga. near the mouth of
Boone's ereek. and his son. Russcll. was the first white
child born in Tennessce, But the small settlement in
the wilderness was added to by other settlers every
month. and by 1772 Watanga was quite a flourishing
community.  Among these later arvivalz ~hould be
mentioned James Robertson, expecially =ince he was to
become so prominently connected with ailairs, first at
Watauga and later on the Cumberland,  Tle came to
Watauga in 1770, but not making the scttlement his
home vntil 1771,

Phelan properly savs that the settlements along the
Watanga were made at a time pecnliarly fortunate: the
Indian warfare had exterminated nearly all of the In-

(23)
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dian race in the neighborhood; the Shawnces existed
only in small, wandering detatchments, and were gen-
erally hidden away in the lofty recesses of the Cum-
berland Mountaing; the Crecks of the Cumberland re-
gion had been massacred by the Cherokees, and the
latter, emboldened by continved suecess, had invaded
the Chickasaws and been repulsed with terrible zlangh-
ter.  Ior the time being. and nntil the Cherokees had
recuperated sufficiently to make war on the whites,
the chief danger arose from bands of maranding In-
dians.

Other scttlements sprung vp in the meantime—that
in Carter’s Vallev. in the neighborhood of where Rog-

ersville now 1=, and that on the Nollichucky, its prime
mover being Jacob Brown, who opened a <tore.  Forts
were huilt at these places for their protection.

There is much confusion in the history of the
earlier scttlement of the castern section up to 1772
There had sprung up communities in Carter’s Valley
and on the Nollichucky: the =ettlers had heen seriously
puzzled as to whether thev belonged to Virginia or
North Carolina. and the Watanga people at last re-
solved to form an association for their own protection.
Phelan savs that at first only two original settlements
lived under the articles—presumably  Watauga and
Carter’s Valley, for. he says further. that in 1775 the
Brovn or Nollichucky  pioneers.  heing  composed
mostly of Tories. were compelled to take the oath to the
Colonial cause in the war with Great Britain by the
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Watanganz and a band of Vieginians from Woll™s THill,
and from that tme on became identificd with those
who [ramed  the articles of  association.  Rooscvelt,
Baneroft, Ramsey and other writers appear =omewlat
confused on this point, as they do on the mode of gov-
crument of Watanga.,  Dut it seenis clear that the aszo-
clation was formed in 1772, and that the scttlers lived
under it—virtually in an independent colony—until
attached to North Carolina.

Mere =peculation on these points i foreign to thix
work, for like the silliness called higher criticizm of
the Bible, 1t tends only to confuses and the rewards of
so much contention scem hardly worth while,

In 1776 the population of the three settlements was
estimated at six hundred. and  about that time they
gave their section the name of - Washington Distriet,
and  petitioned  to be annexed  to North  Carolina,
Their petition wax accepted, and the first independent
government on Tennessee soil came to an end. It was
to be followed in a few years by that of the govern-
ment of Frankling alzo o collapse  before the ma-
chinery of the State of Tennessce was to he put into
regular motion.

The residents of Washington District had declared
themselves in favor of the cansze for American inde-
pendence. and their patriotism came  near proving
their extinetion.  In 13376 they were <uddenly warned
of an impending outhreak by the Indianz.  One Cam-
eron. under the divection of John Stuart. who had
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heen saved from death in the Fort Loudoun affair Ly
Atta-Kulla-Kulla, assemibled the chiefs of the Cliero-
kees and bribed them to attack the diztrict, to destroy
its inhabitants to a man, and then invade Virginia and
North and South Carolina. It Is unnccessary to say
that the people were horrified over the news.  They
were acquainted with Indian warfare, its horrors, its
mereilessness.  Backed by Ingland, what might not
the savages accomplish?

Seven hundred warriors were to make the attack in
two divisions, each divizion to attack one of the two
strongest forts, Watauga and Heaton.  This scheme
was divulged to the whites by Nancy Ward. a friendly
Indian woman.

The forts were strengthened and provisioned, and
runners were sent through the settlements to give the
people warning and to tell them to repair at once to
the forts. TFive small companies. raised partly in Vir-
ginia, assembled, the oldest officer being Capt. Thomp-
son.  They marched to Heaton's station.  There they
remained for a day or two, when it was learned that
the Indians, in a body of three or four hundred, were
actually approaching. Just above the fort were flat
lands, with a few bushes and saplingz. but otherwise
open; it was decided hy the whites to go out and meet
the enemy on the flats. The corps consisted of one
hiundred and seventy men, with an advance of ten or
twelve {roops in front. Reaching the flats, the ad-
vance discovered a small party of Indians and drove
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them back, but did not meet the main body. A halt
was made and a councl was held by the whites, the
conclusion heing that they would probably not meet
the savages that day, and it would be prudent to re-
turn to the fort.  During the conzultation, and while
the soldiers were formed in line, some one made an un-
favorable remark  relative o the Lk of courage of
one of the captains,  “Ile soon heard of 1.7 says Hay-
wood, “and the corps having commenced its returning
march in the =ame order as they had marched forwarml,
the captain whom the remark implicated, heing at the
head of the right line, after going a short distance,
halted. and addressed the troops in defense of himself
against the imputation.  The whole hody colleeted into
a crowd to hear him. After the address was over the
offended captain took the head of his line. marching on
the road that led to the station.  But before all the
troops had fallen into the ranks. and left the place
where they had halted, it was announeed that the In-
dians were advancing in order of battle in the rear!
Capt. Thompson. the senior oflicer. who on the re-
turning march was at the head of the left line. ordered
the right line to form for hattle to the right. and the
line which he headed 1o the left. and 1o face the en-
emy. In attempting to form the line the head of the
rizht seemed 1o bear too much along the road leading
to the station.and the partof the line farther baek. per-
ceiving that the Indians were endeavoring to ovttlank
them, were drawn off by Licut. Robert Davis as
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quickly as possible, and formed on the right, across
the flat to a ridge, and prevented them from getting
around the flank. This movement of Licut. Davis cut
off a part of the right line, which had kept too far
along the road. Some of them, however, when the
firing began, returned to the main body. which was
drawn up in order of hattle, and a few of them kept on
to the station. The greater part of the officers, and
not a few of the privates, gave heroic examples to cause
the men to face about and give battte.  Of the Tatier
tobert Ldmiston and Joln Morrison made conspic-
uous exertions.  They advanced some paces toward the
enemy, and hegan the Dbattle by shooting down the
foremost.”

The chief who Ted the Indians was Dragging Canoe.
1lis warriors hegan the attack  with great fory. the
foremost yelling:  “The Unacas are running; come on
and scalp them!™  Their first effort was to Dreak
through the centre of Thompson’s command and then
crush his flanks in detail. But they were not uzed to
direct five, and after a few volleys {led. leaving twenty-
six warrtors dead.  The womnded of the savages died
till the whole loss amounted to abont forty.  Not a
white man was killed. and only five wounded. who =ul-
sequently recovered. This battle took place in WJuly,

0.

[Tand to hand conflicts were not uncommon in those
times. One which took place in the battle on the {lats
is recorded. A soldier named Moore had <hot a chief,
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wounding him in the kneeo but not so badly az to pre-
vent him from standing.  Moore advanced toward
him,™ says Ramsey. who got the story from Moore,
“and the Indian threw his tomahawlk, but miszed hin,
Moore sprang at him with his large hutcher knife
drawn, which the Indian caught by the blade, and at-
tempted oo wrest from  the hand of  his  antagonist.
Holding on with desperate tenacity to the knife, hoth
clinched with their Teft hands. .\ scuflle ensued in
which the Indian was thrown to the ground, his right
hand heing nearly severed and bleeding  profusely.
Moore, =till holding the handle of the kmfe i the
right hand, =nceeeded with the other 1o dizengage his
own tomahawk from hiz belt, and ended the strife by
sinking it into the <kull of the Indian.”

But what of affairs at the Watanga fort?

Agrecably to plans which had been divalged to the
whites, the attack of a body nnder Chief Old Abraham
wis made on that station the =ame day.  He was 1o at-
tack Fort Leeoin the Nollichucky settlement. but the
inhabitants had dismantled s fortifications and re-
treated to Watanga.

The defense at the latter place numbered only forty,
under the command of James Robertson. who was af-
terwards 1o figure conspicnonsly in the Middle Ten-
nes<ee section,

The Indians attacked at sunrize. but were repulsed
with loss. They skulked around the fort for three
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weeks, finally retreating on the appoach of assistance
from Virginia. During the sicge they captured Mrs.
William Bean, and killed gome men and boys who were
making their way to the fort for protection. A\ hoy by
the name of Moore was carried to one of their towns
and burned at the stake. “The garrizon was only forty
men strong,” observes Phelan, “but they were under
the command of an officer not  less resolute, not less
fertile in resources, not less cool in the presence of
danger, than the Englishman who. three vears later,
gained immortality and an EFnglizh peerage by the de-
fense of Gibraltar against equally overwhelming odds,
The achicvements of one were viewed with wondering
admiration by the civilization of the world. The
achievements of the other, though not less worthy of
all honor and renown. were performed under the shad-
ows of a primitive forest in a frontier fort, against un-
recorded savages.  James Robertzon deserves for his
memorable defense of the Watauga fort a place not
less illustrious in the annals of Tennessee than that
accorded to Lord ITeathficld in the annals of Lngland.
More than three hundred Indians were held at bay by
less than forty men capable of service. and despite
stratagems. and all the arts and cunning of an Indian
warfure, midnight attacks and daily onslaughts, were
eventually compelled 1o raize the siege and retire.”

A third body of [ndians. commanded by The Raven,
went up Carter’s Valley, It finding the people shut
ap in forts, returned to their towns. Another band
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which canie up the Clinch, vizited with fire and toma-
hawk the whole country from what is now Sullivan
County to Seven-Mile Ford, in Virginia.  But North
Carolina and Virginia sent bodies of troops to protect
the frontiers, and these, with the settlers. entered the
Cherokee country, compelling the Indians to sue for
peace and to cede mueh of their territory.



CITAPTER IV.

JOHN SEVIER, SOLDIER AND STATESMAN, AS WELL AS
A NOTICE OF THE STATE O FRANKLIN,

Few States of the Union have had as citizens a
greater number of nien of pronounced individuality
than Tennessce—mien who, if they had lived in other
epochs, might have had their deeds ineradicably im-
pressed on the preserving tablets of the centuries.
Place and oceasion have much to do in making living
names.  No matter how much originality and genius
one has, these attributes may not he recognized unless
circumistances  intervene in their behalf,  Admiral
Dewey. whose brilllant genius conceived the master-
ful stroke at Manila in the war between America and
Spain, would have pevhaps died without being con-
sidered above medioerity ax a naval officer had the war
never materialized, T onr eivil war had not occurred,
would Grant and Tee. Sherman and JJack<on. Meade
and Johuston have had the reputation which is theirs?

IMad Gustavus A, Henrv, of Tennessee. heen given
the part in Roman hiztory filled by Cicero, he would
Live acted it =0 perfectlv that the world wonld not
lave mis=ced the chief of Boman orators,  Henry Wat-
terson would have wielded as trenchant and scholarly

(32)
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a pen in the domain of eriticism as Jeffrey.  Robert
L. Taylor, who might have heen a great actor or poct
i he had not been an orator, and in whose composi-
ton are strangely blended the highest type of humor
and pathos, statecratt and the plain wisdom of the
every=day man, power to sway by cloquence and deprive
hatred of its venom by the subtety of his badinage—
would be one of the most versatile and  brilliant
figures of the times had he heen horn in an era and a
sphiere where orviginality is given the opportunity which
it must generally await.

Although but lately becoming appreciated by the
public at large for his excellencies. perhaps no Ten-
nesscan since the first settler’s cabin was built in the
State has stood so high for such length of time in
the aflections of the people of the commonwealth he
assisted so materially in building as Gen. John Sevier.

He was identified with the first davs of the Watauga
Association: was carly made colonel of Washington
C'onnty: assizted in running down Ferguson. the gal-
lant British general. and in bringing about the capture
of hix command at King’s Mountain—which battle was
the tnrning point of the war hetween the colonies and
Tngland: took part with Gen. Franci= Marion in the
closing “cenes of the revolution: and from the close
of the war till the cession to the United States by
North Carolina. in 178{ of all the territory which
is now the State of Tenuessee, he spent the greater
part of hix time protecting the frontiers and chastising

)
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the Indians for their depredations upon the whites.
It can be very readily surmised that with such a
carcer the popularity of Sevier among his conntrymen
must have been considerable, and their contidence in
him great: and that should a crisiz arise in their
affairs he would be the person to whom they would
Took for guidance.

That crisis was coming.

The Assembly of North Carolina, during the April
session in 1is L. appreciating the burdens nnder which
Congress was then laboring—the harassment of public
debt and the elamor of ereditors—resolved to act upon
the suggestion that “States owning vacant lands throw
them into the common stock for defraying the ex-
penzes of the late war” It ceded all the territory
which eonstitutes Tennessee, i Congress would accept
it within two years. When the scttlers heard of thig
—Dbelieving that they would be left without any form
ol government for two vears, during which time they
could not hope for protection or assistance from ecither
North  Carolina or the United  States—they  were
naturally enraged. They reasoned that the Fast Ten-
nessce settlements—where really the only disaflection
existed—were not entitled to a superior court. and so
crime would have to go unpunizhed: it was not lawful
lor a Trigadicer-general to call into service the militia
of the comty. and thercfore what protection could
they have from the Indians. who were still agaressive
and intent on cheeking the growth of the settlements?
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In moments of resentment and diztrnst, a falsehood,
having a modicum of specionsness. may for a while
really get the ascendeney of truth; and there were
ot wanting ambitious spirits to mislead and frighten
the people with probabilities that were very remote,
to =ay the least. There were, too, many persons who
were honest enough in the Dbelief that the settlers
had not only heen mistreated, but that unless a scpa-
rate government were formed by the Western settle-
ments. their very existence would  be  jeopardized;
Sevier was among the latter class,

The people becime more excited as the weeks went
by, and though later on the Assembly repealed the
cession act and aceeded to other demands of the set-
tlers. forming the militia into a brigade and making
Sevier brigadicr-general  among  other  things, they
clamored =ullb for scparation.  Sevier himself on the
1ith of December, 17810 after the Assembly had met
and  adjourned, addressed the electors ascembled at
Joneshorough, saving that “the grievances which the
people complained of are redressed. and my recom-
mendation to them 1= that they proceed no further
in their design to separate from North Carolina.™ 1Ile
more than once nrged this view. but untfortunately
Capt. Willtam Cocke in an interview with him erased
the fmpression he had received toward the government
of North Carolina.  The movement to separate was
carricd out. and as might have been expected. since
he was the most popular person in the discontented
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settlements, John Sevier was in 1785 elected Governor
by the assembly of the new State, which was given
the name of Franklin, with itz capital at Greeneville.

As Gilmore correctly contends, Sevier made a great
mistake in allowing hirsell 1o be forced into the leader-
ship of the new State. which was destined to he of such
short duration. It was perhaps the mistake of his
life. and not only Lrought him c¢nemies and made him
an outlaw for awhile, but really came very nearly in-
volving him in a trouble with Spain, which would
have turned the course of his destiny from that honor-
able groove which ultimately led to fame and a grate-
ful people’s Tove.

The new State—the predecessor of Tennessee—was
short-lived.  One of the chief causzes for tis toppling
was the growing sentiment among the Franklin people
themselves for reconciliation  with  North  Carolina.
John Tipton. who at the beginning of the talk of
separation was an ardent friend of the cause, was one
of the most prominent deserters. This. it has been
saide was through his jealousy of Sevier because the
latter was looked to in reverence by the people and
lonored with the highest oflice in their gift.  The
fact that one fails to be thus selected 1= not always
indicative of a lack of fitness: wimess the failure of
Clay and Webster. But in the case of Tipton it was
different. e was courageons. hut not possessed of
areat intellectual foree.  [le hecame Sevier's hitterest
eritic. as well as an implacable enemy to the cause
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dear to Sevier's hearte the snecess of the new State.
T'he person who has been an abettor inan undertaking.,
and then changes and reforms Tecause of a change of
circumstances or because he seox more cleariv, = apt
to be considered vacillating,  If he heeomes a hoister-
onz and malignant changeling, he i: then almozt cor-
tainly regarded ax o renegade. The public Las formed
the latter esxtimate ol Tiptons and it will be a tazk
for the hiztorian to change this idea.

After Sevier hecame governor of  Frankling Tipton
inaugurated a relentless war on him until the npew
State collapsed o 1388, Thongh Sevier was neces-
savily chagrined by his failure, this encemy was still
too vindictive to show generozity.e  Ile 1t was who ar-
rested the ex-governor and had him placed in irons,
While a numbher of their acguaintanees and comrades
were at GJoneshorough in November, TSR0 savs Tlay-
wood. giving a snecinet deseription of the interesting
border epizode. Sevier cime riding into town with ten
or twelve men. Thix wax =oon after hiz veturn from
an - expedition  against the  Cherokecs. “There he
drank freelv.™ continues the historian, “and in o short
time a controversy arose between b and Major

Croig. who ot that time Tived where Marvville now
he killing of those fricadiv Indians
|

stands. respecting
in the spring of

1w vear. which occeasioned the war
with them that then existed. ™ Craig consured Sevier

*This has reference to the Kirk butehery, mentioned in Chapter X of
this work.

LILILL Y &V
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for not preventing the murder, Craig having been
present when it happened, and wnder the conmmand
of Sevier. Those who were present interposed, and
brought them to friendly terms.  The general (Martin,
who was of the number), Maj. King, and Col. Love
left them and scet off for Col. Love’s house, fourteen
miles distant.  Not heing able to go that far, Gen.
Martin and King stopped at a house near Col. Robin-
son's. After they left Joneshorough another quarrel
arose between Sevier and Caldwell, the former advane-
ing with a piztol in his hand. and Caldwell with a
rock.  The pistol accidentally fired. and =hot one of
Sevier's men in the abdomen. Shortly after this
Sevier left Joneshorongh and came by a place near
Col. Robinson'’s, where Col. Love had taken up and
stopped at Robinson’s =tll hicuse, where they all drank
freely, and after some time separated.  After Sevier
left Joneshorough. Caldwell, with whom he lad quar-
reled, went to Tipton. and in ooing and returning
collected eight or ten men. with whom lie went in
pursuit of Sevier. \rriving at the house where (ol
Love lodged. he went with them to Col. Robinson's
where (ren. Martin and Maj. King were. Tipton there
had a close scarch made for Sevier. supposing 1hat
as there was a good understanding hetween Robinson
and him, the latter might be there.  The pursuers
then went to the widow Drown's. where Sevier was.
Tipton and the party with him rushed forward to
the door f common entrance. Tt was about sunrise,
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Mrs. Brown had just risen.  Secing a party with aris
at that carly hour, well acquainted with Col. Tipton,
probably rightly appreliending the cause of this visit,
she sat herselt down in the front door to prevent their
getting into the house, which caused a considerable
bustle between her and Col. Tipton. Sevier had =lept
near one end of the house, and on hearing the noise
spriung from his bed, and, looking through a hole in
the door-side, saw Col. Love, upon which he opened
the door and held out his hand, =aying to Col. Love:

“CLsurrender to you!”

“ITe was in his undress, and Col. Love led him to
the place where Tipton and Mrs=. Brown were con-
tending about a passage into the honse.  Tipton, on
seeing Sevier, was greatly enraged. and =wore that he
would hang him.  Tipton Leld a pistol in his hand,
somcetimes swearing that he would shoot him. and
Sevier really was afraid that hie wonld put his threat
into execution.  Tipton at last hecame cahm, and or-
dered Sevier to get his horse. for that he would carry
him to Joneshorough.”

ITaywood has given the outlines of a typical horder
scene, and those who have witnessed similar occur-
rences in zome back-comntry neighborhood can resort
to the memory to give the allair the proper coloring.
The dirt road leading through a nountainous and, af
that scason. bleak country: the seattered log cabins
from which at the approach of the crowd women and
children emerged to get a glimpse of Nollichueky Jack.
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who m the gallant way lie bad saluted them gracionsly;
“‘the little strewns runnimy weiosz the road, where the
horsex pansed to slake their thivst; perhaps some loud
talking now and then, wherein gasconade entered large-
Iyv—for the border produet, the bully, was not lacking
in mest collections. ‘I'he proceedings at the =ull house
form: a swriking featme of the picture. as do the
pursuit by Caldwell and Tipton. and the Jatter’s swag-
ger and Bluster a~ he thought he at last had his hated
rival where he could crush him.

When the prizoner arrived at Jonesborough, Tipton
ordered him put in irens. and from there had him
taken (o Morganton. where he had no doubt “out-
raged law™ would make an example of the ex-governor,

But Nevier had friends who did not forsake him,
As hate had heen the prime factor in this offence
against his liherties. it i somewhat natural for Ten-
nesseans, at Jeast, to feel a theill of pleasure over the
outcame of the arrest; for persceution usually arousces
sympathy for the vietin in the bosows of thos¢ who
like fair play.

A few dayvs afterwards. Sevier's trial was heing held
at Morganton, North Carolina.  The crowd in attend-
ance wax of course large. owing to the wide reputation
of the Tndian fighter and audacious leader of the vouny
conunonwealth which had ciused the State =0 much
trouble.  Sevier might or might not have been un-
casy oregarding the result of the investigation.  Tle
had not seen hiz old friends, James Cozby  and
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Nathaniel Evans, when they rode up in [ront of the
court-house, and left standing there a splendid thor-
oughbred horse which was owned by Sevier; hut when
the two entered the court room, he sized up the situa-
tion quickly, and prepared to act.

Cozhy, narrates Phelaus stepped in front of  the
Judge, and moa toud voice asked if he was done with
that man, pointing to Sevier.  In the undst of the
confnsion  produced by this unexpected  interlude,
Sevier made a rush for the door, sprang upon his horse,
and was =oon far up the mountain road, where he was
Joined by a party of friend=*  There waz no further
etfort to try . Ie was even elected 1o the North
Carolina senate from Greene County. and was allowed
to take hiz scat. Not only thiz, he was zoon appointed
brigadier-genceral of the western counties: and Tipton
finally saw thalt it waz u=cless to try to repress him
and wisely gave up. thongh his hatred lasted through
life.

Sevier's popularity was swift and permanent.  Soon
after his reconcilintion with North Carolina he was
clected to Congress. Ie was for =ix terms governor
of Penneszce, wnd clected to Congress again i 1311,
In 1315 he was appointed by President Monroe to
locate the bonndary lines Hf the Creek territory, and
died in Alabama on Seprember 210 1815, His remains

*This dramatic incident—the rescue of Revier—is declared by later
writers than Phelan to be a fiction. But all proceedings against him
were suddenly stopped.
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were removed from Alabama in 1859, and re-interre
in the court-house yard at Knoxville, where a suitable
granite monument now marks the last resting-place
of the dust of one of whom it can be truthiully said,

“ Whatever record leap to light,
He never ghall be shamed.”

For some unaccountable reason, Sevier's memory has
been allowed to fall into neglect. 1lle was honest,
chivalrous, devoted (o hiz family, indefatigable in his
efforts to protect and further the interesi= of the
pioncers, a gallant officer in the revolutionary war,
an able statestnan and witheut guile, and, ax before
remarked, no public man of Tennessce has approached
him in personal popularity. if we except, perhaps. Ilon.
Robert L. Tavlor. The tributes of the hiztorians are
worth much.  They are unstinted in Seviers caze.
Says Iaywood, who dicd only about a decade after
Sevier passed away:  “Ile was among the frontier peo-
ple. who adored him. 1le had by nature a talent for
acquiring popular favor. He had a friendly demeancr,
a pleasing address, and, to crown all, he was a soldier.”
Gilmore, m a historical work publiched in 1898,
observes: “I have called him a hero, a =oldier, and a
statesman; but he was more than all of these; he was
a civilizer, a good organizer. a nation-huilder.”  And
Phelan pays him this deserved tribute: =To say that
he was in his sphere o statesman ol the first order of
ability, and that as a warrior he was excelled by none
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who engaged in the same mode of warlfare, and that
he never lost a battle, claim= for him a high plice
among the great men ol the world.  Only he acted on
a =mall stage. There can be no doubt that he is the
greatest figure in Tennessee history, and there iz as
little doubt that outside the mountaing and valleys of
Fast Tennessce he ix0 from a popular standpoint, as
littde known as if he had been one of the shepherd
Kings of Fevpt.”

It i< hoped that hefore the fad of “revivald™ <hall
have come to an end. the public will awaken fully
to the worth of this interesting American.



CHAPTER V.

THE SETTLING OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE, NOTING TIIE
BEGINNING OF INDIAN ATROCITIES.

In one of the histories of Tennessee it is held that
the first settler of Middle Tennessce was a trapper
by the name of Thomas Sharpe Spencer.  He ar-
rived on the Cumberland in 1778 with a few compan-
fons, but considering the dangers snrrounding the
forming of a settlement too great. all but Spencer ve-
turned. He took up his abode in a large hollow tree
near what is now known as Castalian Springs, in Sum-
ner County, and remained there through the winter.
“ITe saw no one and heard not the sound of a hnman
voice,” to quote Phelan. It is related as historically
true that he passed once not far from the cabin in
which dwelt a hunter in the service of De Mumbreun,
and that the hunter, sceing the imprint of his enorm-
ous foot, hecame frightened and fled through the wil-
derness to the French settlements on the, Wabash.  Ths
gigantic figure, alone in the midst of the endless forests,
wandering and hunting throughout their vast depths,
the herald of a coming civilization, cool. courageons,
and self-reliant, going to slecp at night by a <olitary
camp-fire, with the hooting of the owls and the scrcam-

(39)
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ing of panthers around him and with no assurance
ol the abscnce of a deadlier foe, 1s one of the most
picturesque in the history of southwestern pioncers.”
Buat in 1369-70 Cazper Mansher. Abrabam Bledsoe and
John Rains visited as hooters and explorers the cast
side of Cumberland river; and in the year 1771, Mans-
ker, accompanied by Jozeph Drake, Traae Bledsoe and
others. visited the conutry.  Ngain, i 1735, Mansker
arrived in the Cumberland region, bt no one re-
nined, so that Spencer scoued really the carlicst to
have a well-defined mission as a pioneer.

Within a year from Spencer’s arrival quite a num-
ber of emigrants reached the Cumberland and built
cabins aud cast their corn crops.  Among these were
Jumes Robertson,  properly  called  the founder of
AMiddle Tennessee, George Freeland, William Neelly,
Edward Swanson. James Ianly. Mark Robertson,
Zachariall Wells and Willlam Overall, and a negro man.
After their arrival another small party under Casper
Mansker jeincd them.  They settled near the Sulphur
Spring on the site of Nashville. not far from the ruins
of the cabin built =ome vears before by the Irench
trader. De Mumbrewn.  Later en Robertsons company
was to be joined by their families as well as additional
settlers under the gmdance of Col. John Donelson.
who were (o make their journey by water.  There
were zome wonen and  chitdren with the Mansker
party.

When the settlers came to the Sale Lick. the present
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site of Nashville, there was no evidence that the coun-
try had ever been in cultivation, “Nothing was pre-
sented to the eye,” says Ilavwood, “but one large plain
of woods and cane, {requented by buflalos, elk, deer,
wolves, foxes, panthers and other animals suited to
the elimate.  The land adjacent to the Irench Lick
which Mr. Mansker in 1769 catled an old field, was
a large open picce, frequented and trodden by huftalo,
whose large paths led to it from all parts of the
country, and there concentred.  On  these adjacent
lands was no undergrowth nor cane as far as the creck
reached in time of high water; or, rather, as far as
the backwater reached.  The comntry as far as to Elk
river and beyond it, had not a single permanent in-
habitant except the wild beastz of the forest, but it
had been inhabited many centurics hefore by a nmmer-
ous population. At every lasting spring is a large col-
lection of graves, made in a particular way, with the
heads inclined on the =ides and feet stones, the whole
covered with a stratum of mold and dirt alout cight
or ten inches deep. _\t many springs is the appearance
of walls inclosing ancient habitations, the fonndations
of which were visible wherever the carth was cleared
and cnltivated, to which walls entrenchments were
sometimes added.  These walls sometimes inclose six,
cight or ten acres of land: and often thev are more
extensive.  Judging from the nnmber and frequency
of these appearances, it cannot be estimated bhut that
the former inhabitants were ten times, if not twenty
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times, more numerons than those who at present
(1523) occupy the country.”

The winter of 1379-30 was an unusually severe one,
and the pioneers experienced a roush tine.  There
was nothing for thetr stock to =ubsist upon hut cut
cane.  The =cttlers sustained life by cating bear and
bultalo meat; while in February heavy and continuous
rains set in.

They saw nothing of the Indians until January,
1780. Jarly in that month some of the settlers who
had been in the woods in pursuit of game discovered
tracks, which they surmizcd were Indians” from the
fact that moccasins were worn, and the toes of the
tracks were none of them turned outward like those
of white people.  Their suspicions proved correct. A
party of about =ixty Declaware Indians made the foot-
prints. Theyv came from the direetion of Caney TFork
river, and camped near the head of Mill Creck.  When
questioned by the whites, they claimed that they had
only come into the ncighborhood to hunt. It is Dbe-
lieved that they were the first Indians to molest the
whitez on the Cumberland.

Robertson™s party soon saw the necessity of taking
shelter in blockhouses and stations. That at the bluils,
Nashborough. was the principal stavion, but others
were built—TIrecland’s. north of Nashhorough: Ilaton’s,
on the cast hank of the river: Gasper's. ten miles north
at the present town of Goodlettsville: Asher's. three
miles from Gallating DBledsoc’s. eight miles {from Gal-
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Jatin; Donelson’s, on Stone's river, near the Stone’s
River bridge on the Lebanon and Nashville pike; and
TFort Union, in a hend of the river six miles above
Nashborough. Laws similar to those for the govern-
ment of the Watauga Association were also made.

The caution of the settlers was timely, for they
were not long to remain nndisturbed.

In April, 1780, the Indians heean a series of butch-
eries which lasted in the Cumberland settlement for
vears. In that month Keywood and Milliken, two
Liunters, coming to the fort, stopped on Richland Creek,
five or zix miles west of Nashborongh. and as Kevwood
stepped down to the bank of the creek to drink the
Indians fired upon Milliken and killed him. Murders
were after this committed almost every dav for months
by the Indians, who regarded necither age nor sex. In
many instances they cut off the victims' heads. Mans-
ker's station was broken wp, the stationers fleeing to
Nashborongh and to Nentucky: and the Renfroes and
their relatives who founded a scttiement on Red river
at the present site of the little city of Clarksville were
driven away, and on their return for their property
were massacred.  Donelson’s Station was also aban-
doned. It ig hardly a matter for wonder that a num-
her of the seitlers returned to the older colonies. while
others wounld have gone had it not been for the
gearcily of horses.

James Rohertson discouraged retreat. Few men have
shown a more stubborn resistance to failure, a holder
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front to dizaster. “There are characters whom we ad-
mire with even and impassionate serenity hut npon
whom we rely with utter abandon,™ =ays a hiographer.
“Robertzon’s character was ol this kind, Tt was well-
built, with sohid masonry and hroad Tonndations. e
is eminently trostworthy,  We ave fitled with a kind
of jovous admiration of our huamanity when we =ee
blended in him =0 much modesty and =0 much forti-
tude.  He poszessed rather fortitude than bravery.
The Tack of fear was such a part of hiz heing that
we learn to take 1t as a matter of comrse. It was a
part of the times and the people.  But his fortitude
lifts him {o an altitude. It never wavers, it never
quails, it never retreats.”

He had carly taken his pesition as leader. and he
performed prodigies to enconrage the setiders and to
insure their safety and success.

4



CHAPTER VL

FURTHER MENTION OF EVENTS IN TIIE CUMBERLAND
SETTLEMENTS AND JAMES ROBERTSON S
ACHIEVEMENTS,

Jolm Sevier was the most prominent fronticrsman
of the Lust Tennessce settlanintz. but James Robert-
son won enviable disinetion at Watauga and n the
Cuniborland connnunity ws a pioneer. Ile was a native
of Virgluia, Laving been bhorn in Bronswick County
on June 28, 10120 He visted the Watanga and Boone's
Creek scttlement in ast Tennessee in 13700 After
having made a crop theve thiough assistance rendered
by a zettler naned IToneyeut. he returned to North
Carolina.  The next vear. hewever, he again joined the
Watanga colony and took an active interest i the
a--eciation aud in itz =ub-

formation of the Watauga
sequent allairs. This association was probally fornied
in 13020 ax <tated. and waz the first ~cheme of govern-
et ever devisad for the people occupring Tennessee
coil.

A= carly as 1702 Robertzon was found Dy his fellow-
settlers to possesz a judgment which they could rely
upon. I that vear a line was ran hetween Virgiuia
and the Cherokee hunting grounds= and it left the Wa-

(50)
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taugans within the houndaries of the Tatter, whereupon
1t waz decrded to make an etfort to sceure a lease from
the tndians. It was ~ccured by Robertson and John
Boon.  Afrer this was accomplished the event was cel-
chrated by ovimasties and races by ihe whites and
Indian=: but in the evening of the day of the colebra-
tion one of the Indians was <lain by some men from
Wolt's THIL Virginia. who were taking part in the ex-
ereises. The murder was impolitic as well ax wanton,
and would have produced dive retaliatory results had
it not been for Robertson. who made a journey 1o the
chiel town of the Indians. a hundved and fifty miles
away, to appease them by a promisze to punizh the mur-
derer or murderers il to Le found.  The courave
evineed In this mstance and on =ubscquent occasions
was probablv remembered when the attack was a few
vears afterwards made on Watauga Fort by Ol Abra-
ham, and in=ured hiz conmmand of that post. 1z he-
roie defense thereof is mentioned ina previous chap-
ter.

Nome time 1058 he decided to emigrate to a point
on the Cumberland river. and with a party of cight
set out through Cumberland Gap. finally reaching the
section where Nazhville stands. In this new enterprise
he acted in conjunction with John Donelson, of Vir-
ginta, afterwards the father-in-law of Andrew Jackson.

I'rom hiz arrival at the Great Sah Lick in 10790
Robertzon naturally  took the leadership. devising a
form of government for the =cttlers In conjunction
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with Col. Richard IHenderson (who really instigated
the Cumberland  setdement),  encouraging  them
through all their difficultics. fighting and  planning
and using diplomacy as occasion required, and justly
carning his title of father of Middle Tennessce.
Reference is made clzewhere to the difliculties be-
setting the =cttlers during their first months on the
Cumberland.  Thongh quite a number of emigrants
had arrived, and Nazhborough, Union. Gasper’s, Bled-
soe’s, Ashar's, reeland’s and Faton's {forts had been
crected, the whites were decimated by marauding In-
dians: hearts were hurdened Ly news of the massacre
of the Renfroe settlement. establizhed near the site of
Clarksville Ly Moses Renfroe in the year 1179; game
was driven out of the immcediate neighborhood: food
had Decome =0 zcaree that walnut: and hickoryvnuts
had to be saved by the cart load as winter edibles,
while the supply of powder was rmnning short.  The
idea of leaving thelr homes Began to {ind lodgment in
the mimds of the settlers. During the crisiz Robertzon
agreed if they wonld remain on the Cumberland. to
¢o where ammunition could he had and obtain a sap-

plv. and thiz he did—ran the gauntlet. as one historian

pertinently observes,
On his return from hiz perilous journey on January
1781, he stopped for the night at Fort Ireeland.
and waz therehy instrumental in saving itz inmates
from massacre.  That nicht the settlers had heen care-
lesz enouch to retive withont appointing a gnard.  The
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night was cold and clear, and the winter moon threw
a nmantlo over the sleeping lowlands and around the
rugeed shoulders of the surrounding hills. The quict-
ude of a dream-scene hovered over the blockhouses;
the rough palisades running from house to houze were
transformed into a strange heanty, frost-covered and
scintillating.  Like shifting silhonettes, o band of To-
dians approached, blending with the =hadows of the
pickets and cabins. A half a hundred gathered, and
crept closer to the gate, which was sccured with a
chain.  One of the Dboldest reached the clazp. but in
toosening 1t caused such a noize, despite hiz carefnl-
ness, as to awaken Robertzon.  Springing from his bed,
the pioncer gave the cry of “Indianz!™ 1t was none
too soon, for az he gave the warning the savages were
crowding through the gate. The scttlers scized their
guns and began fiving into the ranks of the intruders,
who retreated. firing as they ran. when the entrance
was again securced. L\ negro helonging 1o Robertson
was killed, but no other harm was sustained.

The distress of the settlers centinned. despite the
efforts of the more energetic and conrageous to ame-
liorate their troubles.  The Indians had adopted the
policy of driving the game from the country. prosecut-
ing it vigorouzly through the fall of 1780 and the win-
ter of 1781, The stationers were therefore forced to go
to distant scctions to procure food. encountering many
dangers.  On one occasion a party of twenty men went
up Canev Tork as high as Flynn's creek. and afrer be-
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ing out only a few days retwrned with one hundred and
five bears, seventy-five buffalos and eighty odd deer.

As James Robatzon had been proving his worthi-
ness to lead, his wife =oon showed that <he was a help-
meet indeed, and a heroine. It is said by Putnam and
Gilmore that it was her forethought and courage that
figured auterially in the scttders” victory in the ~DBat-
tle of the Bluifs." which assured, in 17381, the contin-
uance of the settlements. That hattle, though {ew were
involved on either side. was cne of the really thrilling
events of southwestern Lorder warfare.

The fort at Nashborough was erected upon the bluft
between the southeast corner of the square and Spring
strect (=0 as to include a hold spring which then is-ued
from that point). It was a log building two stories
high, with portholes and lookout stationz.  Other log
houses were near it, and all enclosed with palisades or
pickets firmly set in the earth, having the upper ends
sharpened.  There was one large entrance. with the
lookout =tation above for the guard.  IFromn this poing
the country could be viewed for miles in two direc-
tions, but the view was obstructed to the west and
southwest by a thick forest of cedar trees. bencath
which there was a lense growth of privet hushes
Upon lands with deeper soil and less rock. inztead of
cedar and privet, there were forest trees of large crowth,
and thick canebrakes. The country was well «nited to
a sknlking enemy and for ambushing purposes.
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On the night of April 1, 1351, or carly in the morn-
ing of April 2, a large body of Cherokces ventured near
the fort of Nashborough and formed an ambush.  \f-
ter daylight three hueks fired ai the fort and ran off.
Nineteen of  the scttlers mounted their horses and,
vushing out, parsued them.  Gilmore sayvs that Robert-
son was amony the number of ])lll‘ﬂltl‘S. The histo-
rians are generadly silent on this point. H he was of
the number hiz wsual caution scemed to lmw deserted
Lim on that oceaston.

When the whites had gone a constderable distance
from the fort, reaching a hranch. they discoverad In-
dians in the ereek and in the nearby wnderhrush. The
latter aroze and fired a volley at the horsemen. who dis-
motnted 1o give them hattle. A number of the whites
were Killed—DPeter Gilll Alexander Duchanan. Georee
Kennedy. Zacharviah - White and  Capt. Leiper: and
James Manifee, Joseph Mocnshaw and  Isaac Lneas
were wotnded,

Presently another Tindy of savages woere discovered.
Thev were hid in the hrush and cedarsc and weve evi-
dently intending to rus<h into the fort in the rear of
the combatantz.  Dut the horsex of the settlers hrolie
loose when the firing was going on. and a number of
the Tndiang went in pursuit of them. while the whites,
secing that theyv were heing ent offe attempted to re-
gain the fort.  Wanld they <ucceed?  The  chanees
were certalnly for a period against them. Their horses
were gone; the Indians were <warming around them
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in overwhelming numbers: taken by surprise, the set-
tlers were badly demoralized.

Mcanwhile those who were left at the fort were nat-
urally in a state of the greatest anxiety.  They could
not sce those who had gone out to battle, but their
riderless horses. dashing by the fort, led them to he-
licve the uineteen had been killed or captured.  The
fort. they thought, would next be attacked, and they
resolved to sell their lives dearly.  Even the women
took guns and axes to assizt i repelling the expected
assanlt.

Mrs. Robertzon happened to think of the dogs in the
fort. which were velping and endeavoring to get out.
The animals had heen trained to hate the Indians.
Abe  Caztleman, one of the first settlers, had a dog
named Red Gill, which would leave the trail of a bear
or other wild animal to follow that of an Indian. Why
not turn the raving pack outside in this hour of ex-
tremity?  Acting on the impulse. Mre. Robertzon or-
dered the gate opened. The dogs rushed throueh the
open. over the eminences, and made such a fierce at-
tack on the Indian:. whose lime had not vet leen
broken. that they were compelled to defend themselves
from the canine foe instead of endeavoring to eapture
or kill the whites. Then these left alive of the latter,
noting the diversion, and taking advantage of it. made
for the fort. all but two reaching it in safetv. These
two were Tsaac Lucaz and Fdward Swanson.  The fer-
mer had his thigh broken by a ball, and was left by his



Rusvir or THE BATTLE. 57

comrades.  The Indians wanted his scalp, and some
of them ran toward him.  He killed the one nearest,
and contunued  dragging himzelf  toward the station.
Other savages attempted to reach him, but the station-
ers kept up such a brisk fire upon them that the brave
fellow finally rcached the gate and was taken in.

Swanson, in retreating  toward the fort, was pur-
sucd by an Indian, who placed his gun against him, at-
tempting to fire; the gun only snapped.  Swanson
grasped the weapon, twisting it to one side and =pilling
the priming from the pan. The Indian then struck
him with the gun barrel: he then delivered a zccond
blow, this time with the stock. This knocked Swan-
son down on all fours. John Buchanan, sceing Swan-
son's situation. ran to his relief, shooting at the In-
dian.  The Jatter retired to a stump. and Swanson and
Buchanan made their escape.

Thix battle practically decided the fate of the Cum-
berland scttlements.  The assailantz were completely
discomfited.

That night another party of Indians came near the
fort and fired upon it, but a swivel. toaded with gravel
and pieces of pots, was discharged at them and they
withdrew.

James Robertson had been made colonel.  which
gave him command of the military equipment of the
various stations.  In 1783 he was clected a member of
the General Assembly of North Carolina. and it was
after his return to Nashborongh from his duties as
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representative at Tarborough, that he found the condi-
tions about as desperate as they had been for many
months; children were killed and “chopped™ by small
prowling bands of savages; men were shot from am-
bush and their bodies split. In May, 1737, Mark, a
brother of Col. Robertson, was killed,  These outrages
were traced to Indians Living near the Muscle Shoals,
in the Tennessee river. and Robertson resobved at last
to invade their retreatse Two friendly  Chickasaws,
one of them known ax Toka, offered to become guides,
and were accepted.

A force of one hundred and twenty men was gath-
ered and placed under Col. Robertson’s command.  In
addition to this. sume hoats containing provisions were
sent around, these being commanded by David Iay.

The mareh was made as rapidly as possible. and late
one cvening the force stopped within hearing of the
rapids.  Campfires  were made. supper was prepared
and caten, and the band of avengers. with their in-
trepid leader. spread their buflalo robes and Dlankets
on the ground. and in groups conversed of the opic
uppermost in their minds—the Indians and their dep-
redations.  The roar of the distant falls was meflowed
into tones Tow and =oft az the hasz notes of =ome vast
musical instrument plaved by unseen fingers: wild ani-
mals. attracted by the aroma from the camp, prowled
atmong the underbrush  at a safe distance from the
light: the fragrance of wild flowers, bruised hy wime
passing hoof, came in upon the breeze ever and anon;



RECONNOISSANCE. 59

and above ally the stars twinkled like the campfives of
nomads in the upper desert.

The night passed without an attack from the In-
dians.  Were they unaware of the approach of the
whites? At dawn the troops were mounted and =oon
on the march; and by noon had reached the river.
While spies were sent out to search for the path which
the Indian guides said led to a crossing, the main body
sought concealnent until mght.

The Indian town they intended attacking lay near
a large spring. where the town of Tuscumbia.  Ala.,
now stands, It was on the farther side of the stream,
the Creeks and Cherokees occupyving that side of the
Temneszee. The inhabitants of the village were mostly
(‘recks, and a more desperate set could not have been
found among all the tribes.

The spics. in their reconnoitering, discovered  =ome
savages on the opposite hank. apparently on the look-
out for the invading party: for they passed about cau-
tiously from tree to tree in a stooping posture.  After
awhile thev entered a canoe. and paddled it into the
river =ome distance: then. evidently suspecting no foes
near. they plunged into the water for a bath and swim,
finally returning to the bank and dizappearing in the
cane.  Capt. Rains. with a squad of fifteen men, had
been ordered np the river to look for Tndians and a
crossing place, hut making no discoveries, he returned
about sunsef {o the main hody.

Col. Robertzon resolved to attempt a crossing at day-
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light the next morning at the point where the Indians
had been seen bathing, some of the scouts proposing
to swim over and bring back the canoe which had been
used by the savages. These scouts, while on the mis-
sion for the canoe, had also gone out and examined
some nearby cabins and found them deserted.

After patching up the boat the troops flually suc-
ceeded in crossing. some thercin, others clinging to the
sides, while a number swam upon or beside their
horses.  “With the exception of thoge who had passed
over in the boat,” Putnam declares, “most of them were
there with their clothes perfectly wet. Some had put
their clothes in their hats or tied them around their
heads and hats, hoping thus to keep them dry. Dut
during the time allowed for their horses to eat zome
corn, and for the men to breakfast off jerked venison
and parched corn. the wet clothes were hung upon the
bushes to dry.  An army in dishabille!  An invading
army within six miles of the enemy’s stronghold, and
on the enemy’s side of that broad river! They them-
selves described their whole appearance as most laugh-
able.”

As they prepared to move a considerable shower
came up. making the jonrney through the woods =ome-
what disagrecable.  The path through the barrens.
Toka, the guide. said. led to the cornfields near the
Indian town. Reaching the fields. and then Cold Wa-
ter Creck. they perccived the town on the opposite
side.  The Chickasaws suggested that upon discover-
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ing them the Indians wounld flee to their hoats at the
mouth ol the creck, and Cape. Rains was ordered with
a few men to mtercept the enemy e case this predic-
tion =hould prove true. The main bhody then struck a
donble-quick, crossed the creek and were =oon in the
town.  Many of the inhabitants fled precipitately to
their boats, and were in the 2ct of <hoving ofl into the
river when the men under Capt. Rains fell upon theny,
and the work of slaughter hegan—thosze under Robert-
son  engaging as soon as they reached the scene.
Twenty-=ix Indianz were hilled in the boats and the
river.  Three French traders and a white woman were
also killed and one or two Indian  women captured.
There were few women =cen; and it is surmized that
Indians like those—thieves and murderers, who had
collected  there—probably had no wives and children
with them.

The town was burned. and the whites camped that
night near the ruinz.  Next morning they began their
homeward march, reaching the settlements after an ab-
sence of nincteen davs, and without the loss of a man.

The party which started by water under ITay was
less succes=ful.  Reaching the mouth of Duek river.
one of the bouts was fired into by Indians concealed
on the bank. at which fire Joseph Renfroe was killed
and John Top. Hugh Rogan and Fdward [ogan were
wounded.  After a consultation the party concluded
to return home.

When the scttlements were made into a territory,



62 Ty BACKWARD I'RAIL.

and William Blount appointed Governor, Robertson
became  brigadier-general of the Mero District, the
name now given to the Cumberland settlements.  In
1391, at the time of the Holston Treaty, he visited the
Cherokee nation, secking to dissuade them from fur-
ther hostilities, but their aggressions were but tem-
porarily staved. In 1792 the Crecks hoped to throw
the Cumbertand people off their guard, and a number
of their chiefs visited Gen. Lolertson at Naszhville to
smoke the pipe of peace. While hie received them cor-
dially,lic was not deceived; and continued to strengthen
thie milita.  The inroads ol the =avages were not dis-
continued. which testified o the foresight and judg-
ment of Gen. Robertzon, alihough Gov. Blount was
often led to believe in the Indians” protestz of friend-
ship.  These aggressions drove the people into a de-
termination to retaliate. s much as he regarded the
orderz of Gov. Blount to prevent an incursion into the
enemy’s country. patience at last ceased to be a virte;
and on September 6, 1191, he ordered the destruction
of xome of the Cherokee towns. The point of attack
was the five lower towns of the Chickamaucas—a tribe
of the Cherokees. notoriouz above all the Indians for
treachery. hatred of the whites and cournge—aof which
the village of Nickojack had the greatest notoriety.
The incursion. known as tlie Nickojack Ixpedition.
the outcome of which brought comparative peace to
the settlers of Fennesseeo will be treated in another
chapter.
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Robertson wax reprimanded  severely and uujustly
for this chastizenient of the Indians. and was =0 much
wounded thereby that he tendered his restgnation, hut
nothing more caune of the matter.

After Gen. Robertson had ceased 1o act as hrigadier-
general of Mero Distriet, he retaned his office of Temn-
porary Agent to the Chickasaws and Choctaws; and
during this time was often annoyed by visiting In-
dians who, though friendly, proved themr capacity to
bore. .\ notice of one of thesc vizits may not he unin-
teresting in thiz sheteh. IncJanuary, 1795, he was in-
formed Dby Colbert and other Chickasaw chiefs that
they, with several warriors and a number of women
and children, would visit him at Nashville.

They arrived promptly, and an cffort was made to
make them enjoy themselves. The entertainment of
a hundred hungry Indians was necessarily expensive,
and a few persons contributed corn, weal and meat,
while =ome of the chiefs and their Families were lodged
in the houses of the citizens. On one occasion a grand
dinner party was gotten up by subseription to do honor
to “General™ Colberts it was quite an aflaiv for that
day. Rev. Thomas Bo Craighead was a Preshyterian
minister who had heen among the settlers for vears,
undergoing all the vicissitudes of frontier life for the
sake of his Maker: and at one of his services during
their sojourn Colbert and hiz stall were attendants,

The entertainment accorded savage guests by Gen,
Robertson is deseribed by Putnam:  “We have never
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heard of such marked and flattering attentions paid
to these more than half-naked savages, as  were
sometimes given by Gen. Robertson, to tame their sav-
age natures and secure their good will,” he narrates:
“They uniformly called him "a good man; and such a
scene as was exlabited at the last Chickasaw visit to
the General might well ecmploy the skill of a IHogarth.
Beneath the lofty and beautiful maples which sur-
rounded Gen. Robertzon’s station, might be seen a va-
riety of the copper-colored race, mostly crouched upon
the ground. The best dressed of the females have a
sack (not overly long. yet long enough to Iude the
strip of “stroud” or baize around the walst and hips),
with moccasins and leggings, ornamented by beads and
tinkling bells; and across the shoulders a dirty hlanket.
The hair is braided and hangs down like a mandarin’s,
Such was the attire of Jacsie Moniac, the wife of *Gen-
eral” Colbert. She had around her a full representa-
tion of the half-breed  general—the parents’ “small
arms.”  Near by sat Molle-tulla, the tall wife of the
mountain leader. “Captain® Piomingo, whom General
Yobertson had instructions to equip with clothing and
ornaments.  There were others. the betier-halves of
chiefs and warriors of great pretensions and little
worth. If we could transfer another group of Crecks,
and stand or seat them not afar off. and such as Gen.
Robertson not long hefore entertained. we should see
the partner of the Mad-dog and her whelps, the Turkey
and her brood. the Hanging Maw. and all that set of
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gourmands. And now, with all this crew, unwashed,
uncombed, unclouted—and unhung, seated or moving
around that tall und =edate person, mark how he pats
their heads and smiles at their recognition.  Who else
but Gen. Robertson would pause in such a group, and,
dipping his finger in the vermition which the squaw
held in one hand, and tle black paint m the box,
would give to the faces of these not naturally itl-look-
ing urchins the wrinkled appearance of a monkey, the
liead of a cat, of the wily fox or sly raccoon!™

This treatment of the Indians by Gen. Robertson
gives us a key to his character, and may go far toward
explaining the alleged  “intrigues™ with Spain, after-
wards charged against him. It is true that the diplo-
mat’s strength and suceess may lie as much in that
suavity which permits the other party to draw flatter-
ing conclusions  from the diplomat’s actions if he
wishes, as in hiz dignity and unvielding atdtude.
While having no admiration for the Indians, Gen.
Robertzon had too much judgment to let them helieve
he was not all appreeiation.  Bent on placating the
Spanizh authorities in America for the =ake of the
struggling settlement looking to him for gmidance. he
did not feel himzelf at fault if Gov. Mero, the Spanish
represenfative.  mizconztrued  his friendship. e
trusted that his well-known Awericanizm. as well as
his reputation for probitv. would shield im from the
suzpicion of desiring to forsake his country for Spain—
of wishing to become a subject of Spain while secking

S
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so strenuously to throw off the yoke of Ingland that
Tories in the settlements in which he was leader were
hardly allowed the liberty of slaves. The extent of his
sinning in the correspondence with Mero was to assure
the Spaniard of the friendship of the people of the
struggling Cumberknd settlements, and in return for
this he hoped to win Mero’s good will to the extent of
exereising an influence for peace over the Creeks and
other hostile Indians.

Gen. Robertson continued to serve his people and
the government ably and faithfully for many yvears af-
ter the State was admitted into the Union, and died
“in harness.” Ilis death occurred at the Chickasaw
Agency September 1, 1814, Ile was buried there, but
in 1823 his remains were removed to Nashville and
reinterred.



CHAPTER VI

AN INTERESTING RECORD, TOGETHER WITH A TRAGEDY
ON STONE'S RIVER.

Reference has been made to the erection of Don-
elson’s station, on Stone’s river, and to its subsequent
abandonmment.  Also to the fact that Col. John Donel-
son, who founded the station, was to go to the Cumber-
land settlements by water, ¢mbarking at Fort Patrick
Henry, on the Holston river.

Donelzon’s boat was called The Advenlure, and car-
ried a =ail, while there were in additton several canoes
and other craft.  Ile kept an account of his trip.
headed “Journal of a vovage intended by God's per-
mizsion in the good boat fdventure, from Fort Patrick
Henry. on Ilolston river, to the IFrench Salt Nprings,
on the Cumbertand river, kept by John Donelson.™ It
has heen preserved, and for clearness and directness is
a model, and quite interesting, despite its lack of color.
The diary is given entire:

December 22, 1779.—Took our departure from the
fort and fell down the river to the mouth of Reedy
creek. where we were stopped by the fall of water and
most excessive hard frost: and after muech delay and
many difficulties, we arrived at the mouth of Cloud's
creck, on Sunday cvening. Ieb. 20, 1780, where we lay

(67)
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until Sunday. the 27th. when we took our departure
with sundry other vesscls bound for the same voyage,
and on the same day struck the Poor Valley Shoal,
together with Mr. Boyd and Mr. Rounsifer, on which
shoal we lay that afternoon and succeeding night in
much distress,

Monday, February 23, 1150.—In the morning, the
water rising, we got off the shoals after landing thirty
persons to h;:hl(fn our hoat.  In attempting to land on
an island, received some damage, and lost sundry arti-
cles, and came to camyp on the south shore, where we
joined sundry other vessels alzo hound down.

Tuesday. 29th.—DProceeded down the river and en-
camped on the north shore. the afternoon and day fol-
lowing proving rainy.

Wednesday.  Mareh 1'1 —Proceeded  on, and  en-
camped on the north shore. nothing happening that
day very remarkable.

March 2.—Rain about half the day: passed the
mouth of French Droad river, and about 12 o'clock Mr.
Henry's hoat, heing drawn on the point of an island by
force of the current, was sunk. the whole cargo much
damaged, and the crew’s Hives much endangered. which
occasioned the wlole fleet to put on shore, and to go to
their assistance, but with much difficulty bated  her
out and ratzced her. in order to take mn her cargo again,
The same afternoon Reuben  IMarrison went out a
hunting, and did not return that night. though many
guns were fired to feteh him in.

Friday. 3d.—Early in the morning fired a four-
pounder for the lost man. sent out =undry persons to
search the woods for him. firing many guns that day
and the suceee (ding night, but all without success, to
the great grief of his parentz and fellow-travelers.

\(I/I(/!/(I_{/. dth—D"roceeded  on our vovage, leaving
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old Mr. Harrizon, with =ome other vessels, to make for-
ther search for his loxt =on. Nbout 10 o'clock the
same day found him a considerable distance down the
river, where Mr. Ben Belew took him on bhoard his
boat. At 3 o'clock p.om. passed the mouth of Fen-
nessce river, and camped on the =outh =hore, about ten
miles below the mouth of the Tennessce.

Nunday, Sth—~Cast off and got under way  before
stunrise; 12 o'clock passed mouth of Chinehiy at 3 o'clock
p. m. came up with the Clineh river company. whom
we joined, and camped, the evening proving rainy.

Monday, 6th—Got under way  hefore sunrise, the
morning proving very fogevy many of the fleer were
much bogged: ahout 10 o'clock lay by for them; when
collected, proceeded down: camped on the north shore,
where Capt. Hutching's negro man died. being much
frosted in his feet and legs=. of which he died.

Tuesday, Tth.—=Got under way very carly; the day
proving windy. a S, 8. W., and the river being wide,
occastoned  high  =ea, inasmuch that some of the
snaller crafts were in danger: therefore came to at the
nppermost Chickiamauga town. which was then evae-
uated, where we lay by that afternoon and camped that
night. .\ child was born to the wife of Ephraim Pey-
ton.  Mr. Pevton haz gone thhough by land with Capt.
Robertson.

Wednesday, Sth—Cast off at 10 o'clock. and pro-
ceeded down to an Indian village, which was mhabited,
on the south =ide of the =iver.  They invited nus 1o
“come w-hore” called ux hrothers, and <howed other
siens of friendship. mn=omuch that Mr. John Caffrey
and my =on. then on hoard. took a canoe. which T had
in tow. and were crosing over to them. the rest of the
fleet ]lil\'illj_" landed on the (»]!]msilr <hore.  Ater l]ll“\'
had gone =ome distance, a half-hreed. whao called him-
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setf Archy Coody, with several other Indians, jumped
into a canoe, met them, and advised them to return to
the boat, which they did, tegether with Coody. and
several canoes, whicly left the shore and followed di-
rectiyv after him. They appeared to be friendly.  Af-
ter distributing some presents among them, with which
thiey seemed much pleased, we obscerved a number of
Indians on the other side embarking in their canoes,
armed and painted with red and black.  Coody imme-
diately made signs to his (om]mnmn\ ordering them
to quit the bmlt which they did. himsclf and another
Indian remaining with us, and telling ns to move off
instantly. We had not gone far before we discovered
a number of Indians armed and painted. procecding
down the river, as it were to intercept us. Coody. the
half-breed, and his companion, =ailed with us for some
time, and, telling us that we had paszed all the towns,
and out of danne left us. But we had not gone far
until we came in >1g11t of ancther town. sitnated like-
wise on the south side of the river, nearly opposite a
small island.  Here they again invited us to come on
shore. called us brothers, and obs=erving the hoat’s
standing off for the opposite channel, told us that thdir
gside of the river was better for boats to pass.  And
here we must regret the unfortunate death of voung
Mr. Payne, on board (apt. Dlackmore’s hoat, who was
mortally wounded by reazon of the hoat running too
near the northern shore, opposite the town where <ome
of the enemy lay concealed, and the more tragical mis-
fortune of poor Stuart, his family and friends, 1o the
nuinber of twenty-eight persons.  This man had cm-
harked with us for the western country, but his fam-
ilv being diseased with the smallpox, it was agreed
upon between him and the company that he should
keep at come distance in the rear. for fear of the infee-
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tion spreading. and he was warned ecach night when
the encampment should take place by the zound of a
horn.  After we had passed the town, the Indians hay-
ing now collected to a considerable number, observing
his helpless situation, singled ofl from the rest of the
fleet, intercepted him, killed and took prisoners the
whole erew, to the great grief of the whole companv,
uncertain how soon they might <hare the =ame fate;
their cries were distinetly heard by those boats in the
rear.  We still perceived them marching down the
river in considerable bodies, heeping pace with us until
the Cumberland mountains withdrew them from our
sight, when we were in hopes we had escaped them.
We are now arrived at the place called Whirl, or Suck.
where the river is compressed within less than half
its common width above, by the Cumberland moun-
tains, which jut on both sides.  In passing through the
upper part of these narrows, at a place deseribed by
Coody, which he termed the “boiling pot.” a trivial in-
cident had nearly ruined the expedition. One of the
company, John Cotton, who was moving down in a
large canoe. had attached it to Robert Cartwright’s
boat, into which e and his family had gone for safety.
The canoe was here overturned, and the little cargo
lost.  The company, pitying hiz distress. concluded 10
halt and assist him in recovering his property. They
had landed on the northern shore, at a level =pot, and
were going up to the place, when the Indians. to our
astonishment, appeared immediately over us on the op-
posite chiffs. and commenced firing down upon us,
which occasioned a precipitate retreat to the hoats.
We immediately moved off. The Indians, lining the
blufl along, continued their fire from the heights on
our boats below, without doing any other injury than
wounding four slightly.  Jennings” hoat iz missing.
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We have now passed the Whirl, The river widens
with a placid and gentle current, and all the company
appear to be in safety, except the family of Jonathan
Jennings, whose boat ran on a large rock projecting
out from the northern chore, and partly immersed in
water, inunediately at the Whirl, where we were eom-
pelled to leave them, perhaps to be slaughtered by
their mercilesx enemies.  Continuned to sail on that
day. and floated throughout the following night.

Thursduy, 9th.—Proceeded on our journey, nothing
happening worthy of attention to-dav: floated on un-
til ahout midnight. and encamped on the northern
shore.

Lriday. 10th.—This morning about 4 o'clock we
were surprised by the cries of, “Help poor Jennings!”
at some diztance in the rear.  Ile had discovered us
by our fires, and came up in the most wretched con-
dition. e states that as zoon as the Indians had dis-
covered his situation, thev turned their whole atten-
tion to him, and kept up a most galling fire on hiz hoat.
ITe ordered his wife. a gon nearly grown, a voung man
who accompanied them, and Liz two negroes. to throw
all his goods into the river, {o lighten their bhoat for
the purpose of getiing her ofl. himself returning their
fire. heing a good =oldier and an excellent marksman.
But before they had accomplizshed their object. his son,
the voung man and the negro. jumped out of the hoat
and left him. [le thinks the voung man and the negro
were wounded.  DBefore thev left the bhoat Mrs Jen-
nings, however. and the negro woman succeeded in
unloading the boat, hut chiefly by the exertions of
AMrs, Jennings, who got out of the boat and shoved her
off. but came near falling a victimm to her intrepidity
on account of the hoat starting =o suddenly as soon as
loosened from the rocks.  Upon examination he ap-
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pears to have made a wonderful escape, for his hoat is
pierced in numberless places with bullets. It is to be
remarked that Mrs. Peyton, to whom was born an in-
fant the night before—which was unfortunately killed
in the hurry and confusion consequent upon snch a
disaster—assizted them, being  frequently exposed  to
wet and cold then and afterwards, and that her health
appears to be good at thix time, and 1 think and hope
she will do well. Their clothes are very much cut with
bullets. especially Mrs. Jennings’.

Salurday. 11th.—CGot under way after having dis-
tributed the family of Mrs. Jennings in the other
boats. Rowed on quietly that day, and encamped for
the night on the northern shore.

Sunday, 12th.—Set out,and after a fewhours’ sailing
we heard the crowing of cocks, and coon came within
view of the town; here they (the Indians) fired on us
again without doing any injury. After running un-
til about 10 o'elock, came in sight of the Muszcle
Shoals. Talted on the northern shore at the upper
end of the shoals, in order to search for the signs: Capt.
James Robertson was to make at that place. lle set
out from llolston carly in the fall of 1779, and waz to
procecd by the way of Kentucky to the Big Salt Lick,
on Cumberland river. with several others in company;
was to come across from the Dig Salt Lick to the upper
end of the shoals. there to make zigns that we might
know he had heen there, and that it was practicable
for us to cross by land.  But to our great mortification
we can find none. from which we conclude that it
would not he prudent to make the attempt. and ave
determined. knowing ourselves to be in snch eminent
danger, to pursue our journev down the river. After
trimming our boats in the hest manner possible, we ran
through the shoals before night.  When we ap-
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proached them they had a dreadful appearance to those
who had never seen them before. 'The water being
high, made a terrible roaring, which could be heard at
some distance among the driftwood heaped {rightfully
upon the points of the islands, the current running in
every direction. liere we did not know how soon we
should be dashed to picces, and all our troubles ended
at once. Our boats frequently dragged on the hottom,
and appeared constantly in danger of striking: they
warped as much as in a rough sea. DBut, by the hand
of Providence. we are now preserved from this danger
also. 1 know not the length of this wonderful shoal:
it had been represented to me to be twenty-five or
thirty miles; if =0 we must have descended very rap-
idly, as indeed we did. for we passed it in about three
hours, came to and encamyped on the northern shore.
not far below the shoals, for the night.

Monday. 13th.—=Got under way carly in the morn-
ing and made a good run that day.

Tuesday, 14th.—Set ont earlv. On thiz day two
hoats approaching too mnear the shore. were fired
on by the Indians; five of the crew were wounded.
but not dangerously. Came to camp at night necar the
mouth of a creek. After kindling fire: and preparing
for rest, the company were alarmed on account of the
incessant bharking our dogs kept np: taking it for
granted the Indians were attempting to surprisze ns. we
retreated precipitately to the hoats. fell down the river
about a mile, and encamped on the other shore. T the
morning I prevatled on Mr. Caflrey and my =on to eross
below in a canoe, and return to the place. which they
did. and found an African neero we had left in a hurry.
asleep by one of the fires.  The vovagers then returned
and collected their utensils, which they had left.

Wednesday, 15th.—CGot under way and moved on
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peaceably on the five following days<. when we arrived
at the mouth of the Tenneszce on Monday, 20th, and
lanaed on the lower point, hmmediately on the bank of
the Ohio. O situation here 1= tuly disagrecable,
The river ix very high and the enrrent vapid; our hoats
not coustructed for the purpose of stenmiing a rapid
strean, our provisions  exhausted, the crews alimost
worn down with hunger and fatigne, and know not
what distance we have to co. ov what time it will take
us to our place of destination. The =cene iz rendered
stull more melancholy, s several boats will not attempt
to ascend the rapid currentc Some intend o descend
the Mississippi to Natchez: others are bonnd for the
Hlinois—among the rest my son-in-law and daughter.
We now part. perhaps to meet no more. for T am de-
termined  to pursue my conrse, happen  what  will.

Tuesday, 21st—sct out, and on this dav labored
very hard, and got but a httle way: camped on the
south bank of the Ohio.  Tassed the two following
davs as the former. suflering much from hunger and
fatigue.

Friday, 20th.—A\Dbout 3 o'clock came to the mouth
of a river which I thought was the Camberland. Some
of the company declared it could not be, it was so
much smaller than was expected. But T never heard
of any river running in between the Cumberland and
Tennessce. It appeared to flow with a gentle current.
We determined, however, to make the trial. pushed up
some distance, and encamped for the night.

Saturday. 25(h.—To-day we are much encouraged:
the river grows wider: the current is very gentle: we
are now convineed 1 is the Cumberland. T have de-
rived great assistance from a small square sail. which
was fixed up on the day we left the mouth of the viver,
and to prevent any ill-effects from sudden tlaws of
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wind, a man was stationed at cach of the lower corners
of the sheet, with directions to give way whenever it
was necessary.

Sunday, 26th.—Got under way carly; procured
some buffalo meat; though poor, it was palatab.c.

Monday, 27th.—Set out again; killed a swan, which
was very delicious.

Tuesday, #8th.—Set out very carly this morning;
killed some buflalo.

Wednesday, 29th.—Proceeded up the river; gathered
some herbs on the bottoms of Cumberland, which some
of the company called “Shawuce salad.”

Thursday. 30th.—DProcceded on our voyage. This
day we killed some more bufialo.

Iriday. 31st.—Net out this day. and, after running
some distance, mct with Col. Richard Ienderson, who
was running the line between Virginia and North Caro-
lina. At this miceting we were much rejoiced.  Ile
gave us every information we wanted. and further in-
formed us that he had purchased a quantity of corn in
Kentneky to be shipped at the Ialls of Ohio, for the
use of the Cumberland settlenmient.  We are now with-
out bread. and are compelled to hunt the buffalo to
preserve life.  Worn out with fatigue. our progress at
present is slow. Camped at night near the mouth of
a lttle river, at which place and below there 1= a hand-
some hottom of rich land. Iere we found a pair of
hand millstones, set up for grinding. hut appeared not
to have been used for a great length of time.  DPro-
ceeded on quietly until April 120 at whicli time we
came to the mouth of a little viver running in on the
north side, by Mescs Renfroe and his company called
Red river. up which thev intended to settle.  ITere
thev took leave of ns. We proceeded up (‘umberland.
nothing happening material until the 23rd. when we
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reichied the first settlement on the north side of the
river, one mile and a half below the Big Salt Lick, and
alled Faton's station, after & man of that name, who,
with several other families, came through Kentucky
and settled there.

Monday, April R+4th.—This day we arrived at our
journey'send at the Big Salt Lick, where we had the
pleasure of finding (‘11»1 Robertson and his company.
It is a source of satisfaction to us to be enabled to re-
store to him and others their families and friends, who
were entrusted to our care, and who some time since,
perhaps, despaired of ever meeting again.  Though
our prospects at present are dreary, we have fonnd a
few log cabing which have been built on a cedar bluff
above the lick by Capt Robertson and liis company.

As a result of the capture of Stuart, narrated by Col.
Donclzon, the smallpox hroke out amoug the Indians,
killing hundreds.  The decimation of the tribes by the
disease, as well as the cold winters, may have heen the
cause of the mmmunity from savage outrages which the
settlers experienced for awhile after reaching the Cum-
berland country.

Soon after his arrival at Nashborough. in 1780, Col.
Donelson began to search for a suitable location. e
passed up the west bank of the Cumberland to the
mouth of Stone’s river.  thence up that stream until
he reached what afterwards became widelvy known as
the Clover Bottom, near the bridge. on the Lebanon
and Nushville turnpike.  Here he removed with his
family and servants and erected some shanties. There
was a great deal of open ground in the bottoms. cov-
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ered with white clover; and these open places enabled
him to get in iz crop of corn In a very scasonable
time. .\ strong fence was ueeded, as there were im-
mense herds of bullalo and deer ranging through the
forest; but Donelson’s expectation was, in the absence
of such enclosures, to watch aud frighten them. This
place was called Donelzon’s station.

Having planted his corn cn the south side of the
river, hie planted some cotton on the north side. The
crops were growing rapidly. Lut in July there were
such heavy rains that the corn was covered by the
river's overflow. In addition to thiz calamity. the In-
dians had already appeared on the Cumberland and
killed some of the settlers.  €ol. Donelzon at once de-
cided to remove 1o Mansker’s xtation.

Ile imnted ont other lands after going to Mansker's,
but it was too late to cast a crop and expect it 1o mature
before frost. After awhile he decided 1o go to Ken-
tucky. but before going he ascertained that his corn
had not been damaged by the overflow at Donelson’s,
but had thrived and would yvield abundantly. Ile gen-
erously proposed to divide this crop with the =cttlers
at Nashborough. and of course the offer was accepted.
A day was agreed upon to meet and gather the erop,
The company from Nashborongh was commanded Ty
Abel Gower, and others of this party were Abel Gower.
Jr., John Randolph Robertson. and seven or cight
more men. white and Dlack. That from Mansker's was
under the direction of Capt. John Donelson, second son
of Col. Donelson,
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They ascended Stone’s river, and, fastening  their
boats to the hank, began gathering 1t and carrying it
to the boats.  They were engaged several days. Dur-
ing cach night when  they were in camp, their dogs
kept up an incessant barking., Tt was suggested by
some of the party that the dogs =cented Indians i the
surronnding woods. Others thought that as there was
mueh fresh meat in the camp, and offal left in the
woods where some budfalo had been killed, the wolves
were attracted therehy, and the dogs were barking at
them.

During the last night’s encampment the dogs rushed
ont furiously i every direction aronnd  the camps.
There were savages hurking in the woods, their stealthy
wovements  undoubtedly  influencing the dogs.  As
nsed as they were to the ruses of the Indians, perhaps
the settlers heard but did not heed the hooting of an
owl in the wood. or the bleat of a fawn, as the In-
dians signaled each other.  And with culpable care-
lessness  they made no  examination next morning
for Indian signs, but hastened the completion of their
loads. Capt. Donclzon erossed the river and began to
pick the cotton north of the river, but Capt. Gower re-
fused to be delaved by trying to save the cotton, and
drifted down the river. Tle had not gone far, however,
before the Indians. who were in ambush on the =onth
side, apparently several hundred in number. opened
fire on him and his men. Some of them were killed
outright; others jumped out into the water and were
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tomahawked. The fact that any escaped the merciless
fire is due to the fact that because of the scarcity of
powder, the Indians always loaded lightly, and to the
further fact thatv their guns were of a poor quality.
The larger portion of the savages, too, were armed
only with bows and arrows, and blow guns and ar-
rows.

A white man and a negro escaped to the woods; an-
other negro, Jack Civil, surrendered and was taken
into captivity. The two who escaped wandered for
about twenty hours, but finally reached the fort at
Nashborongh, John Randolph Robertson, a relative
of James Robertson, was among the slain. '

Capt. Donelson could sce the attack from the eot-
ton patch plainly.  When the Indians fired he ran
down to his boat and secured his rifle and ammunition.
Rising the bank, he saw the Indians in pursuit of sey-
eral men, those who had jumped from Gower's hoat.
He also discovered a hody of savages making their way
np stream opposite his boat. e fired at the party,
and then rushed after his frievds, who had fled into the
cane on licaring the firing and velling of the Indians,

After he had overtaken the fleeing party they agreed
upon the direction to e separately taken, =o that they
might assemble the next day upon a bhank of the
Cumberland. above the month of Stone’s river. where
they would attempt to cross the river and reach Mans-
ker's station. They then separated. to prevent making
a trail that would lead the Indians.
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Having traveled il sunset, Capt. Donelson dix-
covered a large hickory tree which had fallen 1o the
ground, its leaves not vet dropped.  He called in the
wanderers, and they huddled there all night iu the
cold November rain, without fire, the winds whistling
through the trees. the rain dropping from the :liaken
foliage, the memory of the day’s tragedy in their
minds, and the wild voices of the wilderness in their
ears.

They construeted a rude float the next morning and
attempted to cross the river, but the current mmvariably
drove them back; then Somerset, a faithful servant bes
longing to Capt. Donelson, volunteered to swim the
river with the aid of a horse they had along, and ride
to the station and solicit aid. The party. through the
help of friends thus brought, finallv reached the sta-
tion.  Further discouraged. C'ol. Donelson left coon
afterward with his family for Kentucky.

At this time Col. Donelson’s danghter. Rachel. who
afterwards became the wife of Andrew Jackson, was a
girl not yet arrived at womanhood,

6



CIIAPTER VIIL

TERRITORIAL MATTERS, INCLUDING SOME OF TIE
PUBLIC ACTS OF WILLIAM BLOUNT.

Near the entrance to the cemetery of the Iirst
Presbhyterian Church at Knoxville, there iz a plain
stone slab partially hidden by the rank growth of
shrubbery, and containing the inscription: “William
Blount. Died March 21, 1300. Aged 53 vears.” There
is an air of mneglect about the grave; for there is no
one to care. The people of ore generation easily forget
those of a previous one. Those who knew and loved
him also succumbed to the chianges and ravages whieh
have marked a century’s going.

“The mossy marbles rest
On the lips that he has pressed
In their blocm;
And the names he loved to hear
Ylave been carved for many a year
On the tomb.”

The idler pausing to glance at the old capitol not
far off, with its gray walls end dingv little windows,
mayv for a moment recall the name and career of this
once popular man whose best vears were given to Ten-
nessce, hut who now sleeps heneath the plain slab with

(82)
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the simple inscription. He recalls the pertod in which
Blount was governor, hiz friendship before that for the
first setilers of the State, and his fmpeachment and ex-
pulsion from the United States Senate: and then mat-
ters of to-day exile the thoughts of “old, unhapypy, far-
off things=, and battles Tong avo.™

On February 25, 1790, Benj. Hawkins and Samuel
Jolnston, members of the United States Senate from
North Carolina, signed the deed of cession which made
Temnessee a territory of the United States: the act of
acceptance was approved April 2: and on May 26, 1190,
an act was passed for 1ts government. William Blount.
an intimate friend of Waszhington and a popular person
among the people of the new territory, was appointed
governor: David Campbell became judge: and Daniel
Smith was made secretary.  On recommendation of the
covernor John Sevier and James Robertson became
brigadier-generals of Washington and Mero Districts
respectivelv.  The three leading features of Gov.
Blount’s administration, as one writer correctly re-
marks, were the contests with the Tndians, the gradual
extinguishment of their title to lands in the limits of
the present State, and the final triumph of America
in the diplomatic contests with Spain.

le was, in addition to being governor of the ter-
ritory, appointed superintendent of Indian affairs. em-
bracing the four Sonthern tribes, the Cherokees, C'reeks,
Choctaws and Chickasaws.  His snperintendency hor-
dered upon the frontiers of Virginia. North Carolina.
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South Carolina, Georgia and Kentucky and Tennessee,
within the boundaries of which the Southern tribes
resided or claimed bunting grounds.  There were eon-
stant collisions Detween the whites and Indians; and
all complaints between these parties were cognizable
by and made to him for redrese.  1lis duties were
therefore arduous as well as delicate, and it cannot he
gainsuid that in these affairs he displayed unusual ad-
ministrative capacity. Ile was decidedly the man for
the pozition,

In his cfforts to bring about peace between the In-
dians and the United States, it was often necessary to
meet the savages in treaty. The particnlars of the oc-
currences of one of these meetings are given hy Ramsey.
In 1791 he =ent throngh Maj. King and others to the
Cherokee chicfs to meet him in a peace talk.  The point
of meeting was four miles helow the confluence of the
Holston and Irench Broad rivers. Gov. Blount received
and entertained there the chicfs and head warriors with
marked ceremonies, It may be inferred that his part
was carried out perfeetlv, when we reflect that—to
quote Phelan—"he had perhaps canght something of
the Old World elegance from the foreign elenent which
in those davs thronged our larger cities. and was him-
sell on oceasions as statelv. dignified. and courtly as
any of those who frequented the salons of Paris, to
pav light compliments to Madame Recamier or to langh
at the satnrnine witticisms of the Eneyclopedists.™  The
treatv ground was on the site of Knoxville.  The gov-
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ernor appeared in [ull dresz, and wore a sword and
military hat. trappings which impress the Tudian always,
He vemained seated near hiz marquee, under the tall
trees wineli <haded the Holston. 1= oflicers, eivil and
military, =tood near, uncovered and respeetful. Behind
the oflicials in groups stood the eitizens and strangers
attracted by the oceasion; the =oldiery were not present.

James \rmstrong,

who had seen service in Europe and
was familiar with foreign etiguette, presented each Ti-
dian to the governor after the interpreter had mtro-
duced him to Armstrong.  Fortv-one Indians were in-
trodnced, in order according to their age, and not after
their rank.  The delegation was very large: there were
twelve hundred Indians, inchnding women and children.
The warriors were decorated with cagle feathers on
their heads and other insignia. but were unarmed; the
older chiefs and wise men wore the common Indian
dress onlv.  After the presentation was over. the gov-
ernor opened the conference throngh the interpreter;
and during it continuance the Indians observed their
own council-house tacties—that is to say, the speaker
alone standing. while his colleagues <at upon the gronnd
in a circle around him in respectful silence, bnt strietly
attentive.

But despite Gov. Blonnt’s efforts to secure peace, his
ohject was not readily attained.  During his adminis-
tration Gien. Sevier. Col. Doherty. Col. Beard and others
were kept bnsy protecting the castern =ettlements from
the Indians. and in attacking and destroving their
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towns. So continuous had the depredations bhecome
that even the governor half-way decided that the de-
struction of their towns alone would insure immunity.

In 1793, however, a series of outrages brought ahout
such a castigation from the whites as promized respite
at last. John Watts and Double lead, two resolute
Indian chicfs, at the head of a body of a thousand
Cherokee and Creek warriors, decided to attack Knox-
ville, then a very small station. having in view, per-
haps, the stores at that place.  On the evening of Sep-
tember 24, they crossed the Tennessee river below the
mouth of the Holston. The army presented a formida-
ble appearance, with seven hundred painted Creeks, one
hundred heing mounted, and three hundred Cherokees,
cach individnal actnated by the most =avage instinets.
They marched all night, hoping to reach Knoxville
hefore day. hut a delay at the river prevented this.
The delay. Ramsev says, was due mainly to an alter-
cation between the leaders.  “Knoxville heing the prin-
cipal object of attack and plunder.” he continues, “or-
ders were given hy some of the Creeks to press forward
at once. and not delay their march by stopping to dis-
turh and plunder the smaller settlements. Double
Head advized a different policy. and inszisted on taking
every cabin as they passed. .\ further canse of delay
was the rivalry between this chief and Van. each of
whom aspired to the leadership of the expedition.
Upon the question. ‘Shall we massacre all the inhab-

N

itante of Knoxville. or the men onlv? these savage
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warriors differed in opinion: Van advising leniency to
the women and children.  Betore the plan of procedure
was adjusted, the night was so far spent az not to allow
the invaders time to reach Knoxville before daylight.
By dawn they were in a few miles of their object of
attack, and were marching rapidly, when the United
States troops at Knoxville, as was their custom, fired
a cannon at sunrise.  The Indians supposed from this
that they were expected, and abandoned the attack.”

When they halted, they espied not far off the station
of Alexander Cavet, protected by three gun-men onlv.
It was Jocated about cight miles from Knoxville.  The
Indians determined to attack it.  The three inmates
made the best defense possibile, killing a Creck and
Cherokee. and wounding three more.  Ntrange to say.
the Indians were held at bay for some time by the
spirited defense. They then sent Bob Benge. a half-
breed. with a proposal that if the station were =ur-
rendered, its inmates should not be killed.  The terms
were accepted.  As the whites left the house, they
were attacked by Double Head and others, and were
all killed and mutilated with the exception of Alex-
ander Cavet, Jr., a lad. Ile was spared through the
interposition of Watts, only to be killed later in one
of the Indian towns. It should be stated to the eredit
of Benge that he did all in his power to save the victims
after their capitulation.

The savage horde marched in the direction of Clinch
river, and Gen. Sevier began at once making prepara-
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tions to invade the Indian country. His army with
all reinforeements numbered six or seven hundred
mounted men. Ilere, too, was a formidable array of
fighting men, quite as mueh so as that which appeared
a few days before under the command of Watts and
Double Head; determined mountaineers with their long
rifler and undauvnted spirits; grizzled Indian fighters and
younger men who could be as certainly depended upon;
carlicr-day Rough Riders who had long before discarded
such feelings as fear.

Crossing the Little Tennessee, after a rapid march
thev reached Estimaula, an Indian village, where they
secured a supply of grain and meat.  They burned the
town, and eamped in its immediate vicinity on Isti-
maula river. Sentries were placed around the camp,
for a night attack was expected; and the horses were
tethered where thev would be safest.

The men lar upon their arms. They were tired, and
knew they had vigilant sentries; and were gradually
wrapped in slumber.  An ominous stillness pervaded
the camp. broken now and then by the heavy breathing
of some sleeper, or the fretful cry of one of the Indian
children capturcd at Estimaula.  Presently the sentries
Licard a suspicions movement: Indians were approaching
a few hundred vards awayv. in a <low, uniform manner.
creeping through the vellow sage, They drew nearer
and nearer—=o close, that the cocking of their guns
was heard.  Tiring, the sentries retired: and the In-
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dians fired their guns also, at the same time making
the woouds ring with their war-whoops.

The camp was aroused, and there was enough con-
fusion to allow the escape of some of the captive squaws
and children.  The Indians soon withdrew. The next
night, Sevier took up his line of mareh to Etowah, an
Indian town situated near the confluence of the Eto-
wah and Cooxa, and just across the former stream from
the troops. By mistake the guides led the whites to
a ferry below the ford, immediately opposite the town.
Some of the men crossed to the farther bank, but the
greater part pushed to the ford, intending to attack
the town from that direction.

The mistake of the guides proved fortunate. The
approach of the whites was apprehended, and the In-
dians had made excavations in the bank commanding
the ford, each large enough for one man to lie with
his gun poized.  Bnt thinking from the movement of
the horsemen down the river that the attack would
be made there, the warriors left their excavations and
hurried down to defend the town. When they saw
their mistake, it was too late to regain the pits: in
addition to this, they became greatly scattered.  The
larger portion found themselves hetween the river and
the whites: but thev made a stubborn resistanee under
the leadership of Kingfisher. TITugh T. White. after-
wards prominent as a statesman. and a few others re-
solved to kill this chief. When he fell under their
unerring aim. the warricrs gave up the figcht and fled.
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The village—which stood near the present town of
Rome, Georgia—was burned. Sevier wanted to carry
the war further down to other Indian settleinents, but
it was decided to return on account of the difficulties
to be surmounted in reaching them.

The Etowah campaign was the last military service
of Gen. Sevier  Although he had been the protection
of the frontiers for nearly a score of years, fighting
thirty-five battles and never meeting defeat, and in all
his engagements losing but fifty-six men, this expedi-
tion was the only one for which he received compensa-
tion from the govermment. Comuenting on his man-
ner of warfare, Ramsey savs that Sevier was the first
to introduee the Indian war-whoop in his battles with
the savages, the tories, or the British. More harmless
than the leaden mizsile, it was not less efficient, and
was always the precursor and attendant of vietory. The
prisoners at King's Mountain said. “We could stand
vour fighting. but vonr cursed hallooing confused ns;
we thought the mountains had regiments instead of
compantes,”

The fall of Iltowah practically pnt an end to Indian
ontrages in Fast Tennessee. In the more western settle-
ments on the Cumberland the people =till suffered
throughout the greater part of Gov. Blount’s adminis-
tration; but through the determination of Gen. Robert-
con. as will be scen. the Nickojack expedition was un-
dertaken and carried out. resulting in comparative peace
to thoze long-suffering scttlers,
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When the territory came to an end and Tennessce
becane a State in 1796, Gov. Blount was elected as
one of the senators of the United States from the new
commonwealth,  He and the other senator, William
Cocke, were not allowed to take their seatz owing to
irregularitics attending the first election laws of the
State. They were later re-clected and repaired to Phila-
delphia.

While acting in hiz capacity of =enator, Blount was
impeachied by the Thouse of  Representatives, heing
charged with high erimes and misdemeanors suppozed
to have been committed while a =enator of the United
States. The allegations were based on a letter to James
Carev.  Referring to this letter, Gen. Robertzon once
said: =T never conld have judged the letter to have
been <o criminal, hut supposed it would have operated
against my {riend. as being w public man.” In 1797
Senator Blount wrote as follows to one of his constit-
uents:

Pianereuara, July 5, 1797,

In a few days vou will ~ce published by order of
Congress. o letter =aid to have been written by me to
James Careye It makes guite a fuss here. 1 hoype,
however. the people upon the Western waters will =ce
nothing hut good in it. for =0 I intended, especially
for Tennessee.

Whether the suggestion hy Blount in the (arey
letter justifiecd or not the charge that he had “conspired
to =et on foot a military hostile expedition againzt the
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territory of his Catholic majesty in the Iloridas and
Louisiana for the purpose of wresting them from his
Catholic majesty, and of conquering the same for Great
Britain,” he was on July 8 expelled from his seat. e
returned to Knoxville, where he was welcomed, though
disgraced. The sergeant-at-arms of the United States,
James Matthers, followed him with the intention of
arresting and earrving him in custody to the seat of
government. Arriving at Knoxville, lie found that the
ex-senator had friends who theught him persecuted and
misunderstood; and that whatever the feeling in Phila-
delphia was, the Western people retained confidence in
the man who had been a tried and true friend in their
service for many vears. Matthers was for some days
the guest of Blount, and was treated with politeness
and even marked attention by the citizens of Knoxville.
But when served with process, the ex-senator refused
to go to Philadelphia. Matthers summoned a posse
to his assistance—but not a person came to his aid;
and when he started on his return to the scat of gov-
ernment, a number of eitizens went with him a few
miles from town and politely but firmly informed him
that Blount could never be taken from Tennessee as
a prisoner.

On January 14, 1799, judgment was pronounced by
the Vice President that “the court is of opinion that
the matter alleged in the plea of the defendant is suf-
ficient in law to show that thiz court ought not to
hold jurisdiction of the =aid impeachment, and that




Brou~ntT HONORED. 93

the said impeachment he dismiszed.”™  But before this
announcement of the failure to sustain the prosecution,
the people of his sgection had shown their confidence
in Blount in a more substantial manner than in their
treatment of Matthers.  Blount was elected to the State
Senate, and made speaker in 1793,

As in the case of Andrew Johnson, prejudice may
have had mueh to do in the impeachment of Blount;
or if it was not prejudice, it may have bheen an over-
zealous desire of casily-frightened statesmen to prevent
a rupture with Spain, then eonsiderably more powerful
than a century later. Like Andrew Johnson, too, he
was as popular with his constituency after his impeach-
ment as before.  But he did not live long to enjoy
their renewed tokens of csteem.



CHAPTLER IX.

THE NICKOJACK EXPEDITION, WIICII RESULTED IN
BREAKING TIIE SPIRIT OF THE INDIANS.

The selling into bondage of the favorite son of Jacob
in the earlier history of the Hebrews seemed a miz-
fortune to the father and youth, but it proved a blessing
to the chosen people; and the hardships of Wallace's fie-
titious hero, Ben Ilur—fitting him to succe=sfully carry
out the duties to devolve upon him—are but a repeti-
tion of a lesson as old as the ages. In April. 1738,
Joseph Brown, a lad of sixteen vears of age, waz pass-
ing with his father and others in a boat down the Ten-
nessce river on their way to the Cumberland settle-
ments.  The boat was captured by the Indians near
Ruuning Water town, and the crew Intchered with a
few exceptions. Among the captives waz the lad men-
tioned. Ife was held by the Indians for several months,
until their haunts became as well known to him as the
neighborhood where he was reared. Tle was finally
exchanged throngh the efforts of Sevier. au Indian
squaw predicting at the time of the exchange that he
would one day lead back an c¢xpedition for the destruc-
tion of the Indians. This prediction proved true,

(94)
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When Indian raids on the Cumberland people hecame
so intolerable  that Gen. Robertson resolved,  despite
the warmings of the territorial  governor,  William
Blount, and the instructions of the general government,
to make an attaek on Nickojack, Running Water and
other Indian rowns, Brown was sclected to discover a
route thereto and guide the expedition, the eirenm-
stance emphasizing the idea of disguiszed blessingsz once
more.  Troops were raised m KNentueky through the
cffort= of Samp=on Williams=. of the Cumberland settle-
nients: Col. Ford levied others between Naszhville and
Clarksville on the cast =ide of Cumberland river: Col.
Montgomery joined the force with a company from
Clarksville; while Gen. Robertson raised volunteers in
and around Nazhville, Maj. Ore. who had heen ordered
witie & conmmand of mounted men 1o proteet Mero Dis-
trict. arrived at Nashville while the expedition was he-
ing projected, and on Scptember 6, 1794, was given
command by Gen. Robertson in an explicit and yet in-
geniouslyv-worded order.

On the next day the army marched 10 the Black
Fox's camp where Murfreeshoro.now stands: next day
it cros=ed Duck river near the stone fort at Manchester;
then crozsing EIK river and Cumberland Mountain it
reached the Tennessce about three miles below the
mouth of Sequatchee. An encampment was made there
as it was night when they arrived.  Before dawn of the
following dayv the army was busily engaged erossing
the river. and began a cautious march up the mountain
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between the point of which and the river Brown and
Richard Finnelson, the guides, said the town of Nicko-
jack lay. The troops under Ore numbered over five
hundred, according to Ore's official report, and they
reached the town on September 13.

Nickojack was inhabited by two or three hundred
Indians.  They consisted mainly of bandits.  Of the
topographical features of Nickojack and Running
Water a historian remarks: “The situation of these
towns caught a certain air of picturesque gandeur frem
the natural scenery around then:. The two most im-
portant were Nickojack and Runming Water. They
were situnated on a precipice which was all but impreg-
nable. A deep, broad, dangerous river ran below.  BDe-
vond were the dense forests. penetrated only by the
paths which successive generations of wild beasts had
made, and the tall, inaccessible peaks of the Cumber-
land Mountains. down whose dark and precipitous
ravines it was supposed no horse could ever descend.
The approach in the rear was impossible to all but
friends. The eagle in his eerie. the panther in his lair,
could not be safer.”

The spot was indeed an ideal one for the fierce
Chickamaugas and their few white associates. It was
a little world to itself. After a descent npon the set-
tlements, the warriors could return there. hid anxiety
depart. and enjoy the fruits of their plunderings: there
the women might wateh their offspring gamboling in
the sunshine without fear of the intrusion of an enemy.
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For years they had enjoyed immunity.  In the spring
the birds trilled their poems of peace; - the summer
the woods were green and the waters clear, and cloud-
shadows passing over the monntains were not an augury
even Lo those superstitious beings of coming dizasters;
when autumn came with its haze, and red, gold and
green tints, and that wonderful pathos in the air for
things passing away. did not nature still hold cternal
guard and assure them that there were none to molest
or make afraid?

But the sense of perfect safety is not infrequently
but a moments distance {rom doom.  Maj. Ore’s troops

were divided into two wings—the main hody nnder Col.
Whitley wax to make a detour and attack Nickojack
above. while the other wing, under Montgomery, was
to attack below. So oreat was the Indians” teeling of
security that no sentrics were posted at the approaches
to the town. and the whites were upon thein and shoot-
ing them down before they knew the foe was within
a hundred miles of those fastnesses. Two houses were
~een in the cornfields about two hundred and fifty feet
from the village.  To prevent their dizcovery by the
Indians in time to make a defense. the troops rushed
in full speed in the direction of Nickojack. They
passed the cabins. which were found to be vacant. and
hastened to the landing on the river where the flecing
savages were endeavoring to escape in their canoes,
Besides three or four boat loads in the river, there were
twenty-five or thirty warriors standing on the bank.

7
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William Pillow, who was in the lead of the whites, fired
at thiem, and his shot was followed by a destructive
volley from Col. Montgomery's force, which left hardly
an Indian alive. A few, however, escaped by covering
themselves with the plunder in the canocs or by diving.
Col. Whitley, who was above the town, sent Brown back
with a detachment of about twenty men to intercept
those Indians who might try to escape from the mouth
of the creck which emptied into the river below. Then
Whidey and his command rushed down. The Indians
were helplessly hemmed, and their destruction was
thorough.

tunning Water was four miles higher up the river.
After destroying Nickojack. the troops marched to that
place. Tts inhabitants had fled. and the whites. after
razing the village. which was larger than Nickojack.
began their homeward march.  The other villages were
unimportant. and Maj. Ore decided to leave them un-
molested. Maj. Ore’s report to Gov. Blount is interest-
ing. and ix therefore given here:

RKxoxviLLE. September 24, 1794

St: On the seventh instant. by order of Gen.
vobertson. of Mevo District. T marched from Nashville
with five hundred and fifty mounted infantry under
my command. and pursned the trace of the Indians
who had committed the latest murders in the Distriet
of Mero. and of the party that captnred Peter Turney's
negro woman to the Tennessee. T crossed it on the
night of the twelfth, abent four miles helow Nickojack,
and in the worning of the thirteenth. destroyed Nicko-
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jack and Running Water. towns of the Cherokees,
The fivst heing entively siwrrounded and attacked by
surprize, the =laughter was great, it caunot be acen-
rately reported, as many were killed in the Tennessee.
Nincteen wornen and children were made prizoners at
this town. The Running Water town heing only four
miles above Nickojack, the news of the attack upon the
latier reached the former betore the troops under my
compand, and a resistance wax made to o save 1toal g
place called the Narrows: hut, altter the exchange of a
few rounds. the Indians posted at that place gave way,
and the tonn was burnt without further oppozition,
with all the effects found therein, and the troops under
my command reerossed the Tennessee the same day.
From the best judgment that could be formed, the
number of Indians killed at the towns must have heen
upwards of fiftv, and the loss sustained by the troops
wnder my conmuand, was one licutenant and  (wo
privates wonnded.

Running Water was counted the largest and among
the most hostile townsz of the Cherokees.  Nicko-
jiuek was not lesz hostile. but inferior in point of mun-
hers. At Niekojaek were found two fresh scalps which
had lately been taken at Cumberland. and several that
were old were hanging in the houses of the warriors,
as trophies of war: a gquantity of ammunition. powder
and lead, Tately arrived there from the Spanish govern-
ment, and a commission for the Breath, the head wman
of the town. who was killed. and <undry horses and
other articles of propertv. were found both at Nickojack
and Running Water. which were known by one or
other of the militia to have Lelonged o different people
kitled by the Indians in the conrse of the last twelve
months.
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The prisoners taken, among whom was the wife and
child of Richard Finnelson, my pilot, informed me
that, on the fourth instant. sixty Creeks and Lower
Cherokees passed the Teunessee for war against the
frontiers.  They also informed me that two nights be-
fore the destruetion of Running Water a scalp danee
had Dbeen held in it over the scalps lately taken from
Cumberfand, at which were present John Watts, the
Bloody Fellow and the other chiefs of the lower towns,
and at whieh they determined to continue the war, in
conjunction with the Crecks, with more activity than
heretofore against the frounriers of the United States,
and to erect block-houses at cach of the lower towns
for their defense. as advized by the Spanish govern-
ment.  The prisoners also informed me that a scalp-
dance was to be held in two nights at Redheaded Will's
town. a new town ahout thirty miles lower down the
Tennessee.

The troops under my command generally behaved
well. :

1 have the honor to be vour excellency’s most ohedi-
ent, humble servant.

Jases One.
Gov. Brovxr.

Joseph Brown. the gnide. had a talk with an Indian
at Tellico hlock-house after the expedition. in which
he was informed that the loss of the ¢nemy at the
de~truction of Nickojack was seventy instead of fifty.

Thoughtful and fair people who understand the
situation in Mero District at that time, will agree that
the invasion of the Indian country was neccessary for
the peace and safcty of the people, and that the gov-
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ermment’s policy of submission (o Indian ontrages was
criminally erroncons. Dut notwithstanding this, Gen.
Robcrtson was censured by the government and rehnked
by Gov. Blount.  The fact that he knew that he was
justified Ly his own people, who were ina position
to know the state of affairs in the district, doubtless
cauzed i to lose Dittdle <lcep over what ITlaywood
expresses as governmental snarling.

Comparative freedom from dndian annoyances was
the resnlt of the Nickojack expedition.

The people of Mero Distriet were oceasionally har-
assed by anurders and thefts, and Kept sconts among
the zettlements until the Creck wars: hut the fears and
real dangers of former days were Torever wone, The
approach of the =ccond war with Fngland somewhat
stimulated the Indians’ hopes of resisting the hroad-
ening sway of the Americans. It their efforts did not
serionsly disturh the Tennessee settlements.

From the first cettlement at Watanga in 1768 to the
adinission of Tenneszee into tlie Union. the whites had
withstood a =avaze horde estimated at =omething Jike
ane hnndred and fifty thousand. of whom twenty thon-
cand were warriors—hmmediate neighbors of the set-
tlers: while bhevond the Mississippi was an unknown
myriad in friendly alliance with the other savages,
Thetr perseverance and courage prevailed in the end.,
however.



CITAPTER X.

MERE GLIMPSES OF CERTAIN OTHER CHARACTERS FIGUR-
ING IN THE EARLY SETTLEMENTS.

A decidedly prominent and daring pioneer of the
eastern section in its incipient settlement was Jawes
Hubbard, who lived at Watauga. Iis parentz had been
murdered when he was a boy, and the passion of his
life appeared to be to avenge their massacre.  Ile pos-
sessed absolute coolness in danger, as well as the can-
ning of the craftiest =avage. It is =aid that he could
practice. and had practiced for yvears, and successfully,
the strategies of zingle-hanced warfare. and excelled
the boldest and shrewdest of the race he hated.  The
Tndians knew him and feared Lim more than any man
of his time, not excepting perhaps Nmon Kenton and
Daniel Boone.  While he posseszed their courage and
skill, he was lacking in pity. for his hatred of the
Indians conld not he softened hy any appeal 1o his
conscience.

The lndians for some time hetore the establishment
of the State of I'ranklin had heen subjecting the Fast
Tennessee settlements to their customary annoyances,
and the lethargic attitude of North Carolina toward
Indian atrocities on the frontier was one thing which

(102)
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suggested o the ploneers the idea of a separate govern-
ment—one which would msure greater protection. Nu
doubt the Indians had some cause for provocation. It
was alleged by them, and believed by the governor of
North Carolina, that the killing of an Indian chief by
Hubbard was one motive for Indian hostility.  The
faets of the chief’s death are ax follows: e was known
as Butler by the whites, as Untoola by the Indians,
In a fight with Hubbard once he had been disarmed
and sent back to his tribe without weapons. and con-
sequently disgraced. The chief smarted under this dis-
grace, and naturally cherishied the hope of revenge.
Sometime after this oceurrenece, and while a sort of
peace was patched up between the Cherokees of the
upper towns and the whites, corn hecame scarce among
the latter. They sent among the Indians for supplics.
and Ilubbard, going on one of these missions despite
the aversion with which the savages regarded him,
selected the village where Butler had been a chief.
Perhaps he was actuated by a desire o aggravate his
alrcady mortified and discomfited enemy.

Butler learned of Tubbard’s approach, and going out
with a friend to meet him. asked why he had come
there,  This was said with an air of insult. hut ub-
bard showed an empty corn =ack. and explained that
he had come to purchase corn. e then offered the
two Indians a drink of whizkev. The disgraced chief
made no replyv. but stood looking with hate on his
ancient enemy.  Not the least disturbed. hut apparently
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desirous of peace, Hubbard leaned his gun against a
tree and returned the gaze of the Indian; hut when he
noticed Dutler ride toward him, with the intention of
getting between him and hiz gun, he laid his hand
upon the muzzle.  The Indian struck at him, and
missed; then raising hiz gun. fired.  Dodging his head
adroitly, he escaped, though the bullet ent a scar in
his temple. The two Indians turned and tried to escape.
but had not gotten more than eighty vards off when
Hubbard shot Butler from his horse. The latter was not
killed by the shot, and Hubbard picked him up and
leaned him against a tree. This would doubtless have
been the end of the difficulty, bt Butler taunted him
nntil the now enraged white broke lis skull with his
rifle harrel,  With his usual good fortune, ITubbard
ezcaped,

Another tragedy in which he figured was character-
ized by his dominant heartlessness where the Indians
were concerned.  In the carly monthz of 1783 the
Cherokees hegan to vearn for war.  Their first hostile
act of the vear was a wassacre whicl causes the
blood to curdle at its mention. A family of the name
of Kirk lived on the southwest side of Little river.
twelve miles south of the present city of Knoxville,
In May. the head of the family and a son were called
away from home. During their abzence an Indian.
familiarly known as Slim Tom. who had Leen appar-
ently a friend of the Kirks, came to the house and
requested some provisions,  The hospitable family
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readily supplied hini.  Wlile there, he took especial
cognizance of the surroundings, and sceing that the
wlites were not prepared for @ defense, withidrew to the
woods.  Soon afterwards he returned with a party of
his race, and massacred the eleven members of the
family, leaving them dead in the yard.

It was a fearful instance of ingratitude, but it en-
tailed a retaliation that was as horrifying.

When Kirk returned to his home, he was greeted
with the sight of his family brutally murdered, lying
with mutilated forms under the blue skies of his adopt-
ed land.  Ile gave the alarm, and the militia gathered
under John Sevier to the number of several huudred,
and several Tndian towns were hurned and a great num-
ber of savages killed.  But during the raid. the murder
of the Nirk family was shockingly avenged in a way
which, notwithstanding tlie provocation, cannot be con-
doned. A friendly Indian, Abraham, had refused to go
to war with his people.  In this resolution he met the
indorsement of his son.  The two lived on the north
side of the Tennessee, and when the troops of Sevier
arrived on the south side, Hlubbard sent for Abraham
and his =on to come over. They came. doubtless he-
lieving that their friendship would bhe met with the
gratitude it merited.  Thubbard then, while Sevier was
absent and not suspecting that a tragedv wasz to he
enacted, ordered them to return and hring The Tascel
and another Indian that he might have a talk with
them.  Some half a dozen Indians were bhronght (o
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the troops in this way, and were confined in a house
contiguous.

Hubbard, accompanicd by a son of the settler, Kurk,
whose family had been butchered on Litde River, was
allowed to go into the room where the Indians were
confined, the troops, it is averred. being aware of the
cause for the visit. Kirk deliberately walked up to
one of the prizoncrs, aud sunk his tomahawk into his
skull, the Indian falling dead at Ins feet.

The other Indians by this time comprehending the
situation, realized what would be their fate. but they
did not murmur.  Their demeanor should  have
disarmed the two men’s hatred and led them to
spare the guiltless. The scene which oceurred in the
Roman senate of old, when the savage invaders entered
it, wax in a measure re-enacted, thongh the vietims in
this instance showed the dignity and fortitnde of the
representatives of civilization in the first.  Casting their
glance on the ground, the Indians without a murnur
awaited death. Kirk struck each on the upper part of
the head with his tomabawk, killing all hefore he stop-
ped.

“Sevier, returning. saw the tragical effeets of this rash
act,” says Havwood, ~and, on remonstrating against it,
was answered by Kirk who was supported by some of
the troops. that if he had ~uffered from the murderous
hands of the Indians. as he (Kirk) had. he (Sevier)
would have acted in the same way.  Sevier, unable to
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punish him, was obliged to overlook the flagitions decd
and acquiesce in the reply.”

There can be no doubt about Hubbard instigating
this affair.” Strange to relate, despite his mereifess
enmity toward the Tadians, he was not a terror to his
own people, but was considered a valnable man in the
needs of frontier life.

Reference is made in another chapter to Thomas
Sharpe Spencer, the giant, who wax the carliest settler
of Middle Tennessce.  Writers of the State’s annals
agree in pronouncing hine one of the bravest of men,
an ddeal frontiersman.  When he came to the scetion
which he alterwards made his home, he was aceom-
panied by other hbunters. but they oon left. Tle <pent
the winter of 1779 and 1750 alone in the wilderness,
taking up his abode in a hellow tree standing near
the present site of Castalian Springs. Sumner County.
The trunk of thiz tree was =till vizible just above
ground in the first quarter of the nineteenth century,
measuring twelve feet in circumference.

Miles Darden, a Tennesscan, iz «aid to have heen the
largest man on record, weighing a few vears hefore his
death over a thonsand pounds.  Probably Spencer did
not approach him in size and weight. but he was of
mmense stature.

Stories are told of his prodigious strength that would
astonish the public of to-dav. familiar ax it iz with
professional strong men.  Amongst his  courageous
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deeds is that of saving the life of Mrs. Bledsoe, wife
of the Indian fighter and surveyor, Anthony Bledsoe.
They were going through the country horseback, when
they were fired upon by the Indians. Mrs. Dledsoe
was thrown from her horse, and was in jeopardy of her
life when Spencer took lLier up while the Indians™ bul-
lets were whistling around them, and reached a place
of safety with her.

Spencer was finally slain by the savages on what is
now Spencer’s Ilill, between Carthage and Crab Orch-
ard, in 1794, He secmed to have no sense of fear of
the Indians, often roaming and hunting alone in the
forest for ten or twelve days at a time during the worst
seazons of savage warfare.

Music may be said to be as essential to the enjoy-
ment of mankind as sugar in sowe form is necessary to
the system; and next to vocal music, that of the violin
has been most highly appreciated by infant and primi-
tive communitiez.  In the backwoods to-day, fiddlers
are more common than the performers on any other
instrument.  This was the case on the Tennessee {ron-
tier. A\ celebrated fiddler of early times has been given
to posterity by Putnam. e was James Gamble
Paganini had a world-wide reputation as a violinist, and
audiences went into ecstasics over his strains.,  Gam-
ble's clientele was smaller: but as he went hiz way, en-
joving life as Tennyvson in one of his Iyrics desired to
do, “and fiddled in the timher.” his performances were
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sutlicient for the humble pioneers. e was the violin-
st of the Cumberland settements, making his home
at Bledsoe's station. e was a good-natured, happy
man, making no enemies, and his wife appeared to
enjoy his reputation notwithstanding the fact that he
was 20 much wedded to his fiddle. =When the great re-
vival came,” =avs Putnam in his quaint tribate, “the
dancing, involuntary and withont caso or grace, con-
tinued; but instrumental music was condemned as un-
suitable, and, indeced, sinful to be practiced or heard by
professors of religion, and several of the fiddlers of
Mero laid their instrunments-on the <helves or among c¢ld
trumpery, and a few broke them in picces.  James
Gamble (we hope) was also a Christian. a devotee to
his =cienee of =weet sounds upon horse-hair and cat-
gut, but never a bigot. e rcad his Bible, and fiddled;
he praved. and he fiddled; asked a silent blessing on his
meals, gave thanks, and fiddled: went to meeting, sang
the song= of Zion, joined in all devotional services, went
home, and fiddled.  1le sometimes fiddled in bed. but
always fiddled when he got up.  We doubt not he
indulged in fiddling to excess, but if all men were as
innocent of harm and contributed as much to the pleas-
ure of their fellows as lie, the world would be better
than it is.”

By dispensing his music, did not thizs backwoodsman
seatter sunshine where it was most needed? Perhaps
even his career impresses the faet that it is better to
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succeed in a humble sphere, doing well that of which
we are capable, than to reflect little honor in a more
important station.

Some men have given their talents and best efforts
to win notoriety, and failed, or are only kept in remem-
brance by a song or a smart sayving. Others without
asprration or cffort or merit have had their memories
strangely enough kept green, in a local sense, at least.
Of the latter class was David Hood. le lived among
the Nashborough people. and was a cooper; a simple,
easy-going, garrulous person, given to garbling Serip-
ture, and a tireless if tiresome punster.

There i1s something which appeals to our sense of the
Iudicrons in contemplating the occurrence which gave
him his claim to recollection notwithstanding the hor-
rible circumstances surrounding it.  In the winter of
1782 he was returning from one of the ncarby stations
to Nashborongh. when he was chased hy a number of
Indians, who fired as they pursued. Thinking that there
was little chance to save his life in any event. he decided
to make them helieve he had heen killed by one of their
shote. and =0 fell on his face. In the language of the
day. “possuming” was the word for feigning.  When
the Indians reached him one of them twisted his fingers
in his hair, and scalped him. They then proceeded
toward the fort he had tried to reach. When thev had
paszed out of sight. their vietim. bleeding but thank{ul
that matters were no worse. got up and also started in
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the direction of Nashborough. Mounting the ridge
above the sulphur spring. he was dismayed to sce that
the Indians had again discovered him.  Ile turned to
run, while the enemy fired shot after shot at him.  One
bullet struck himin the breast, but did not at once dis-
able him.  Bleeding profusely  from his wound, e
finally fell exhausted and unconscious in the snow.
The Indians, after having. inflicted what they consid-
ered mortal wounds, left Inmm where he had fallen on a
brush heap in the snow.

When found, Hood was taken to the fort and placed
in an out-lionse ax a dead man: but next morning =ome
of the females, suggesting that life might not be quite
extinct. expressed a desire to look at him. They
thought they could perceive signs of life, and accord-
ingly had him removed to better quarters.  1lis wounds
were dressed and cordials administered, and it was not
long hefore his condition was encouraging. lHis con-
valescence was remarkably fest and it was but a few
days until his native humor asserted itself in a pun as
to having so completely “hoodwinked the Indians!”

Of the many locally-noted settlers. hunters and In-
dian fighters of the Cumberland country hut one or two
others will he mentioned. A volume might easily he
devoted to the daring exploits of Anthony Bledsoe,
Jolm Rains, Spencer and Jonathan Jennings, Samson
Williams, Casper Mansker and Abe Castleman.  Castle-
man was an intimate friend of James Robertson. and
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had remained with him through all the vicissitudes of
the new scttlement. Ile had a perfectly trained ear.
e could easily distinguish tlie report of the guns of
the whites from that of the Indians. If a gun were
fired in his hearing, he could even say whether it was
Mansker's “Nancy™ or the rifle of some other settler.
When he went out to search for signs of Indians, the
settlers could rely on his report, no matter how dim
the trail. Mohammed could walk across a sand-bar
and leave no track; Castleman could pass through the
trackless woods as noiselessly as a cat creeping upon
its prey. 1lle could distinguish between the hoot of
the owl and the best imitation. If the least uncertain,
he was cautious enough to take no risks, though he
never neglected an opportunity to satisfy himself, so
great was his passion for adventure, so little did he
regard danger. Ile gave one instance where he was not
quite satisfied with his judgment. “It was in the dusk
of the evening.” said he. “The imitation of the large
bird of night was very perfect. vet I was suspicious.
The woo-woo call and the woo-woo answer were not
well-timed and toned, and the babel-chatter was a fail-
ure: and more than this, I am sure they are on the
cround, and that won't begin to do. ‘I'll see vou.' save
I to mysclf, and as T approached. T saw something of
the height of a stump standing between a forked tree
which divided near the ground. Well. T know there
can be no stump there; T put ‘Betsy’ to my face—
that stump was once a live Indian, and he layv at the
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roots of those forked chestnutz.  And il he was ever
burted, it was not far ofl.”

Among the tragedies enacted almost daily in 1703,
his immediate velatives did not escape butchery.  To
retaliate, in August of that year he raised a number
of volunteers, resolving to make a little incursion.  Ten
of his comrades 1turned back after reaching the Ten-
nessee in pursnit of Indians, ax Gen. Robertson pro-
hibited scouting parties from crossing it.  Castleman
with only five others, all dressed and painted as In-
dians, crossed the river below Nickojack, the celebrated
Indian town, and continued their «till-hunt. - They fo!-
lowed the trace leading to Will's Town. several miles
Lelow.  Traveling ten or twelve miles, they dizcovered
an Indian camp. It was composed of forty or fifiy
Creeks—a war party on the way to plunder the settle-
mentz.  The Indians were cating, and as Castleman’s
men were disguised, mistook them for friends.  Castle-
man was called the “Iool Warrior™ by all the Indians
who knew of his recklessnes<. and his temerity in this
instance proved that the sobriquet was comewhat ap-
plicable.  The whites were more than a hundred miles
from home, in strange woods. and greatly out-num-
bered.

The party approached the [ndians: then pansing
when within a few paces of the camyp. raised their guns
and fired.  Castleman killed two. and cach of the others
one. Naturally. the intrepedity of the act. and the
falling of =even of their men =0 snddenly, confounded

8
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the savages; and before they could recover, the whites
had retreated and made good their escape into the thick
undergrowth., They arrived safely at the station six
days afierwards.

On another occasion, Castleman was sent out to
search for traces of Indians, as it was rumored that
they had threatened another invasion. Ile took up his
route, and going half-bent, his eyes on the alert for
traces of the enemy, he reached the war trace perhaps
sixty miles from Nashville.  This was in 1792. At
that distance he dizcovered traces of a large Lody of
the savages, and hastened home to warn the settlers.
The latter fled at once to the stations for protection.
In addition to what he had seen on the war trace, he
discovered that the camyp of Black IFox, which had for
gsome time heen on the site of Murfreeshoro, was de-
serted, and construed this to he an indication of danger.

When Castleman returned, to be doubly sure four
other scouts—Clayton, Gee, Rains and Kennedy—were
sent out to spv. The first twe never returned, having
been killed, though it was thought that they had gone
only farther away than Rains and Kennedy, The latter
came in by Buchanan’s station, reporting there that
there were no Indian signs to he found. The people
upon this information felt relieved and began return-
ing to their homes.

Buchanan’s station was defended hy only about fiftcen
cun-men.  Guards had leen put out. as there was still
some uneasiness. At midnight on September 30—only
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a few lhours after the report of Rains and Kennedy
there was an alarin given that the Indians were about
to attack the fort, their approach being suspected by
the runmng of frightened cattle. So stealthily had
they approached, that they were not discovered until
within ten paces of the palizades! John McRory, the
sentry. fired at them, when thie Indians began pouring
volley after volley into the log wall=. Others attempted
to =et fire to the buildings.  One of them climbed o
the roof with a torch, but was =hot. Falling to the
eround, he continued his efforts to fire the =tation, wlen
another shot killed him.

1t was seen that the attacking party was unusually
large from the reports of their guns, and very few per-
sons in the station thonght escape from massacre pos-
<ible.  After an hour or so, the Indians retived. It
was afterwards Tearned thaht there were seven hundred
warriors present, under the leadership of John Watts
—f{our or five hundred Creeks, two hundred Cherokees,
and thirty or forty Shawnees.  Next morming it was
found that three Indians had heen killed, and later.
that seven others had heen wonnded—John Watts, shot
in both thighs, White-Man KNiller, Dragging Canoe’s
brother. Owl's son. a voung buck from Lookout Monn-
tain and two others from Running Water and the Creek
nation. Ont on the ground near the fort were picked up
a number of pipes. swords. hatchets. and budgets of
Tudian artieles. ax well as a handkerchief and moccasin
belonging to Gee and Clavton. which were evidenen
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that thoze scouts had been killed and their belongings
taken.

The savages lett the community without making an-
other attack.  Sowme years later the Indians explained
that they were surprised at the resistance made, and
supposed that their attack was expected and that sol-
diers were still organized ready to defend the settle-
ments.

It is presumed that Caztleman’s judgment was gon-
erally received as good alter this ailair.

Knoxville is one of the wmost ilonrishing citics 6f
Tennessce, and las long been interesting from the
standpoint of history. Situated on the Tennessee river,
covering what were once wooded hills and valleys that
made ideal hiding-places for =avage people. and con-
taining half a hundred bridges, it ix also one of the most
picturesque places in America.  In its limits, on one
of the neglected streets, slands the ancient capitol of
the State: in the Leautiful court-house park. and facing
Gay strect. 1+ the monument to Jolm Sevier. glimmer-
ing in the first ravs of the rising sun and bathed in
its wine-like glow in the evening: near the cormer of
two streets that are now rarely disturbed by the din
of the business portion of town. are the araves of
William Blount and hiz wife: and in the suburbs, on
a hill-slope whose peace i< intensified in summer Dby
the tinkling of cow Tells and made more solemn in
winter by the dirgeful winds. may be seen the plain
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two-room cottage wineh was the early home ol Amer-
1ci’s most celebrated female povelist, Trances Hodgson
Burnete The founder of this city was James White.
e was a soldier of the revolutionary war, a member
of the House of Representatives ol the territory, and
speaker of the senate after the tervitory hecane a State.
This was about the extent of his public service.  In
1792 White’s small but prosperous scttlement invited
the Tocation of the seat of the Territorial government,
and he Taid ol the town in sixty-four lots and named
the place for Major-General Dlenry Knoxo Secretary of
War under Washington.  Governor Blount's fivst abode
there after his appointiment was in a log cabin situated
orca knoll between the present university and the river.
As it was the =eat of government. and considered gen-
erally well guarded. the Indians did not often venture
to «tinck Nnoxvitle, thongh their depredations were
carried on near by for =ome vears after it was founded.
But in 1393 a hody of a thousand Cherokees and
Creeks decided o attack and phinder the town.  While
the attack was not made, owing to the fact that the
principal chicfxJohn Watts and Double Tlead. learned
that their plans were probably suspected by the citi-
zeng, and anticipating a strong  defense. the Knox-
villians conceived one of the most desperate schemes
to }nu'ent the fall of the place. They numbered only
about forty fighting men. among them heing White,
They decided to repair to a point out from the fort,
where the Tndians \\uuM probably appear: wait until
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the enemy were in gunshot range, then fire with as
careful precision as possible, and flee to the station to
make a final stand. The Indians, having marched in
the direction of Clinch river after massacreing the in-
mates of Cavet’s station and giving over the idea of
making an assault on Knoxville, the whites were not
allowed an opportunity to make a practical test of their
heroism; but their determination was a splendid ex-
ample of the courage of the frontiersmen, the culogy
of which does not become stale and unprofitable no
matter how often mdulged in.

Andrew Jackson, though he afterwards became one
of the most conspicuons characters in American his-
tory, did not come prominently into notice until after
the most tryving days of the pionecers. Ile had been
appointed public proseentor for the Western District
of North Carolina, and arvived in Nashville in 1:88.
During the first seven vears following his arrival, he
traveled from Nashville to Joneshorough—a distance
of two hundred and eighty miles—twentv-two times
in the discharge of his official duties.  In 1791 oc-
curred the romance with which his name is connected
whenever it is mentioned—his marriage to Mrs, Rachdl
Robards.  She was a danghter of Col. John Donelson,
one of the earliest settlers of the Cumberland region.
and was first married to Lewis Robards. of Kentucky.
This union proved unhappy. and Robards. in the win-
ter of 1790-91. applied to the Legislatnre of Virginia
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for a divorce.  On the news reaching Nashville that
the divoree had been granted, Mrs. Robards and Jack-
son were married at Natchez. It was afterwards
learned, however, that the couple had not been di-
voreed until some months later, and then by judicial
action in Keuntneky.  Jackson and the lady were re-
married.  While the slowness with which news was
passed {rom settlement to =cttdement in those days,
not to mention the uncertainty of its transmission, thus
placed Jackson and his wife in an awkward position. the
mistake was =ensibly condoned hy the public.  But
Jackson had made enemies, political and private, and
they harped on the unfortunate circumstance to injure
him. There are few instances on record of a more de-
voted tove of woman than that of Jackson for his wife,
and the fact tends to soften the judgment of those who
have no admiration for the austere man.  But his love
embittered at the time it blessed his life, the taunts of
his enemiex involving him i deels and rancorous dis-
cussions.  1le hrooked no unkind reference to his wife,
and his life was often risked in defense of her good
name. While he was clected 10 Congress in 1796, and
had served the country in other capacitics before the
end of the eighteenth centwiy, it was after the times
with which these stories have to do that his most im-
portant distinction was achieved.



CHAPTER NI

ENDURANCE AND HEROISM OF FRONTIER WOMEN, AND
SOME INSTANCES PARTICULARIZED.

The fact that the wives. mothers, daughters and rel-
atives of the pioncers accompanied the latter into the
Tennessce wilderness is cnough 1o cause us to regard
them as heroines. Many of the women, however, were
forced to face conditions which called forth physical
prowess and courage that were remarkable. Not a few
were carried into captivity, too. and kept in a bondage
worse than death by the tomahawk would have heen.

AMrs. William Bean occupies a unique place in local
historv.  But few lines are devoted to her family,
thongh Captain William Bean was one of the first set-
tlers of the State, and their son, Russell, was the first
white ehild horn in Tennessee. It has been a long time
since Dean Lrought his dutifnl wife from Pitt<lyvania
Connty, Virginia. and Imilt a cabin by the Watanga;
and. vet. when we consider the incident which Teft him
for awhile desolate. a touch of the sadness which was
hiz. and which lingers like an echo among the hills. is
transferred throngh the vicissitudes of the years to
affect the svmpathetie reader of to-day.

She mav have been fair enough. this Virginia mat-
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ron, to have inspired the poet’s cadenced compliment; a
descendant, doubtless; of Enghsh ancestors, with grace-
ful step, and of whom 1t night he said, “One looked
her happy eves withing and heard  the nightingales”
FForsaking all others, <he came with her hushand o the
wilderness—doubting the wizdom of the movement,
perhaps, but duplicating in her submission to him the
constancy of Ruth.

When their child was born, the wilderness hecame
less a wilderness, Ther cabin wag a rude affair, hut
the little one transfigured the surroundings.  The ten-
der greeting of thetr parents were not heard in the new
home, but the prattle of the baby was sweet; and no
music the hushand ever heard could compare with the
mother’s voice as she =ang it to sleep.  Seven  vears
went by, Other families came and found homes in the
neighberhood, until somewhat of the old social pleas-
ures of the communities they had forsaken were =e-
cured. .\ fort had been built, and the cabins and fields
were more numerous and extended.  The pigs rum-
maging among the leaves for mast, the cows lowing at
the Jot bars, the cackle of the ¢hickens out in the flelds.
and the =ong of the laborer following his rude plow
through the furrows, gave the neighborhood a home-
like appearance. and denoted thrift.  But all these
things did not escape the Indians’ notice.  They in-
cited their jealousv and fear. and—instigated by the
agents of the cause of Lngland. for the revolution had
commenced—they invaded the settlement in 1776, and
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Mrs. Bean was captured by them and carried into eap-
tivity.  There is no record of the husband’s eflorts to
recapture her, but of course these were not lacking.
After she was taken into captivity Mrs. Bean was con-
demned to death. She was bound, taken to the top of
one of the mounds. and was about to be burned, when
Nancy Ward, an Indian woman. liberated her and had
her restored to her friends.

This was only one of the many acts of Nancy Ward
showing her friendliness to the whites. and she merits
our gratitude. In bhehalf of merey, she often felt justi-
fied in betraying the contemplated attacks of her peo-
ple on the settlements. She was an  Indian
prophetess, and a niece of the reigning vice-king,
Atta-Kulla-Kulla, of the Cherokee nation.  Iler
father was a British officer.  She was horn abont 1740,
James Robertson visited her in 1772, and described her
as a woman “queenly and commanding.” and her lodge
furnizhed in a style of barbaric splendor. She must
have possessed remarkable traits to have wielded au-
tocratic influence over the Cherokees when they knew
she was friendly to the whites.  Iven the king. Ocon-
ostota. had to give way to her in peace or war. and her
sway was evidenced in the case of Mrs. Bean.

About four vears after Mrs. Dean’s release. another
female was captured. this time from the section of the
Cumberland country called Neelly’s Bend.  This was
a danghter of Captain Neclly. Tle was one of the earl-
iest settlers there, and ax Indians had not for some time
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heen seen in the neighborhood. he resolved o cinmp
i the bend and experinient in making salt.  Ile was
assisted by several of the whites of Mansker's, not far
from the station, and had one of his danghters 1o ae-
compiany hum to perform the duties of cooking for the
nen who were cntting wood, fitling the kettle with =ul-
phur water, and Keeping up fives. Neelly hunted buf-
falo and deer to fead the hands. One day, being mneh
fatigued after a long hunt, he returned to the camp,
threw down his deer, and ay down (o rest. s daugh-
ter =kinned one of the venizon hams and prepared it
for supper. The dogs had gone with the faborers. and
Neelly was soon asleep. Paszing in and out of the tent,
unconscious of danger. she was startled to hear the
firing of guns near by, Ter father raised Inmself half
up. then fell back dead.  Indians entered the camp,
and after seizing her father’s gun and powder horn,
took her captive.  The murderers apparently thought
they would be pursued, and did not tarry at the camp
any longer than it took them to gather the few articles
they deemed of use. An Indian held her by either arm
and compeltled her to run. They traveled all night. and
the girl was finally carried to the Creek Nation. It is
pleasant. to transertbe the assurance of Putnam that
“after several vears’ captivity zhe was released—ex-
changed. married rveputably in Kentucky. and made :
good and exemplary wife and Christian mother.”
Sometime before 1795 the home of Colonel Tils-
worth, also of the Cumberland =ettlements. was at-
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tacked in his absence, and all of his family killed except
his daughter. In the summer of 1795 he heard that
the Creeks who had taken his danghter captive were
desirous of exchanging prisoners; and receiving a pass-
port went in search of her. The information received
from him on his return gave an idea of how captives
were treated.

His daughter was not carried at once to the nation,
but the savages retained her in the woods at their camp
on the Tennessee river for months, finally carrying her
into the nation. The Spanish agent there had offered
her captors four hundred dollars for her. desiring to
send her to school at New Orleans. At the camp on the
Tennessee she was compelled to cut wood. make fires,
and bring water; and upon her arrival in the nation <he
pounded corn and made meal. and was whipped and in
other respects treated as a clave.

These are only a few recorded cases out of many.
Haywood occasionally refers to this ctate of affairs. One
of his rambling paragraphs is that in 1793 “many of
our people were in slavery with the Creek Indians. and
were treated by them in all respects as slaves” In the
Cavelegies, Mrs. Williams and child; Alice Thompson,
of Nashville; Mrs. Caffrev and child, of Nazhville. In
the Tog villages. Mr. Brown. of the district of Mero: in
the Clewatly town. Miss Scarlet: in the White Grounds,
Miss Wilson. of the district of Mero, and a hov and girl;
in the Colummies. a hoy of five vears of age: at the Big
Talassee, a boyv eight or ten years of age. and a girl
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seven or eight years of age: in the Pocontala-lasse, a
boy twelve or thirteen vears of age: in the Oaktuskee,
a lad fifteen years of age: in the Red Ground, a man
called Jolin: in Casauders. a hoy whose age and namne
were not known: in Lesley Town. a young woman who
wis repeatedly threatened with death for refusing to
look with favor on Leslev's =on: and in zome other town
were  Mrs. Crocket  and her =on. The list of
wonmen and - children  taken  into captivity  from
the carliest =cttlement to 1500 would number hun-
dreds. The fate of the captives was sad indeed; women
were foreed often to become the wives of the savages
who had slain their relatives: hrothers and sizters were
separated until they lost all knowledge of each other.
Some were exchanged  after months or vears, while
others never saw their friends again. It mav be well
enough for our peace of mind that we know =0 litile
of the captives and their lives, of their heartaches and
phy=ical sufferings.,

Of zcores of instances of the heroism of the women
of the settlements, only a few have been preserved,
The case of Mrs. Buchanan, when =even hundred sav-
ages attacked Buchanan's station. near Nashvyille, in
1792, i a notable one.  On that occasion. when there
were only fifteen men to defend the station. <he fired
repeatedly at the enemy. and had other women to
mould bullets or make a dizplay of men’s hats to de-
ceive the Indians as to the number of men present.
She afterwards said she had killed builalo and deer,
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and if her aim had been as true as she endeavored to
make it, <ome Indian must have suifered {rom the gun
in her hand at the time of the attack.

Ilouston’s station was crected in Last Tennessee,
about six miles from the little town of Maryville, and
was occupied by the families of Ilouston, McConnell,
McEwen, Sloane and Ilenry. In 1785 it was attacked
by a party of Indians one hundred strong. They had
been robbing and murdering. and were elated over
their success. They made a vigorous assault, having
no doubt about reducing the fort. DBut some of the
best riflemen on the frontiers were in this station. and
thev were greatly aided by the women. The ellorts of
Mrs. MeEwen were expecially praiseworthy.  As the
gallant defenders loaded and discharged their guns
with rapidity she melted lead and run the bullets for
the gun-men, keeping them fully supplied. A bullet
from without passed Detween the logs at one time,
going close to her, and, striking the wall, rolled upon
the floor at her feet. Picking it nup instantly. she car-
ried it to hier hushand. with the cool request. “Ilere is
a ball run out of the Indians’ lead: zend it hack to them
ax quick as possible.”

In 1787 Captain Gillespie lived in his cabin on the
I'rench Broad. twelve miles from Dumphin station. Ilis
family consizted of himself, his wife and a c¢hild.  One
morning he left home for Dumplin. not suspeeting that
the Indians were in the neighhorhood. The day hefore
Lie had heen burning brush on a little clearing. and. as
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fortune would have it, the smoke was =till rising the
morning he left home, in plain view of the house. A
stmall hand of savages came by, and, finding Mrs. Gilles-
pie unprotected, entered the honse. They might not
have intended  committing  nneders probably  they
thought only of plander and annoying Mrs. Gillespre:
but the settlers had learned to expect no merey from
the red men.

One of the intruders—a burly, ferocions fellow—took
out hix =calping knife and drew it across hiz bare arm
ax if to whet it. Then, approaching the eradle where
the ifant was shunbering. he indicated with his finger
a line around itx head, ax if having an intention to
scalp it Another Indian whe had entered ztood look-
ing on, his grim features showing that he was enjoving
the mother's agony immensely.

For a moment she stood as though paralyzed: then
springing to the door and looking towards the clearing,
called out:

“White men. come home!  Indians!  Indians!™

The warriors were dizconcerted by the stratagem,
dashed from the cabin toward the spring and disap-
peared in the cane.  Mrs. Gillespic took her habe in
her arms, left the house and fled in the direction of
Dumplin.  She was not followed. and after going sev-
eral miles met her husband on his return.

On the night of May 235, 1795, George Mann. who
lived above Knoxville, heard a noize at his stable, and
Teft his house to ascertain the cause.  Discovering noth-
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ing unusual. he started to return, when he was inter-
cepted by Indians and wounded. Fleeing to a cave a
short distance off, he was dragged forth and killed.

Mrs. Mann had heard the report of the guns, and
the footfalls of the savages pursuing her husband.
Listening intently. she =oon heard the tramp of feet
approaching and the low words of the Indians, who
secmed to be nnusually careless of the noise theyv were
making, thinking. perhaps. that there were none to fear
in the house.

The rifle was taken from its rack. and. leveling it at
a crevice near the door, Mrs. Mann awaited the slay-
ers of her husband. A savage pushed open the door.
She could sce in the uncertain lght that he was fol-
lowed by others. The children, as vet. had not bheen
awakened. Pulling the trigger of the gun held steadily
in her hands. she fired, and the foremost Indian fell
in the doorwayv. There was a scream from the one
just behind. and it was evident that two had been hit
by her uncrring aim. This warm reception caused
the Indians to gather up their wounded and leave
the house. She had not sereamed or uttered a
word, and the perfect silence must have impressed the
attacking party with the supposition that there were
armed men within.  Before Ieaving the place. however,
they burned the barn and outbuildings.

“Granny” Havs Hved near Donelson’s station, cast of
Nasghville.  She was an elderly woman. and was one
female who never appeared {rightened when the sav-
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ages were around.  She was devoid of fear. She lived in
a small cabin alone, but sometimes had as a sort of
charity-guest a lame, half-witted young fellow named
Timm Dunbar.  One day he was out in the garden, when
some Indians fired at him. e ran into the house, ex-
claiming that he was killed, leaving the gate and door
open.  “You fool! you are not hurt.,” cried Granny
Iays. “Get up and take your gun and follow me. Be
quick. before they have time to reload their guns”

Making the [rightened dolt follow, <he went out to
the gate and literally “shelled the bushes,” where the
Indians had been seen; then re-entering the cabin and
barring the door, theyv reloaded and awaited a near
approach of the savages. The latter kept out of range,
firing occasionally at the house.

Some one saw the fire of Donelson’s station, which
was destroved on this invasion of the Indians, and had
men from C(Caffrey’s fort, near the mouth of Stone’s
river, to hasten to the relief of the old lady. It re-
quired considerable pursuasion to get her to go to a
more secure place.

9



CHAPTER XIL

THE PASTIMES OF THE SETTLERS, AND THEIR WHOLE-
SOULED HOSPITALITY.

Despite the dangers surrounding them, and the in-
numerable hardships embarrassing everywhere, the set-
tlers managed to get not a little enjoyment out of ex-
istence. There were clouds in their skies, but there
were also sunbeams to break through. They culti-
vated a spirit of extracting pleasure from tlie turmoil,
in obedience to a demand of nature for some relaxation.
And after all, does not enjoyment liec much in the will?
If there are these who, though having ears and eves,
refuse to hear and see, to paraphrase Scripture, cannot
the reverse be true also?

“ By looking, we mav sce the rose; and, listening, hear a
- b . ? ? b
song.”

The chase and hunt have afforded pleasure since the
days of Nimrod, the majority of men not being act-
nated by the thoughts of the versatile Lounize Imogen
Guiney to the effect that “onr father Adam iz =aid to
have dwelt in peace with all the beasts in his garden.
And there is no evidence in the Mosaic annals that it
was they who hecame perverted, and broke faith with
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man. Marry, man himself, in the birth of his moral
ughness, ~ct up the hateful division, cstranged thesc
estimable frends, and then, unto everlasting, pursies,
maligns,  subjugates, and  kills  the beings braver,
shrewder and more innocent than he.™  The hunt and
chase were open to the settlers. Where we grow entlhu-
slastic in huntng small game, they could enjoy the
bringing in of deer, bear and buffalo, not to mention
the wolves and panthers that were as plentiful as squir-
rels. I there was a log-rolling or hLousc-raizing  or
wedding, one could step out and in a few lours return
with a deer or half-dozen turkeys for the occasion.
Ilocks of a hundred turkeys would sometimes be scen
within a few vards of the cabins.  Our foremothers,
according to an carly and relizble chronicler, could not
be excelled in preparing this wild game.  “There were
no cooks to be nanned in the same day with them when
the cooking of buffalo tongue, bear meat and venison
is mentioned.” he enthusiastically exclaims.  “And the
cood housewife in those days vightfully g¢loried in the
baking of the hoe-cake, ash-cake, and Johnny cake.
Then, after frost, when opossums and persimmons were
ripe. and any one mentioned good eating. the universal
exclamation was. *Oh ho: don’t talk!"”

There was relief from low spirits in making and bait-
ing wolf-traps. and in building turkev-pens when the
game had grown wary, although some of those thus
engaged were not infrequently shot and killed by Jurk-
ing Indians. Bears and wolves for vears after the first
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settlement of Middle Tennessee were found in great
numbers, especially in the Ilarpeth hills, ten or twelve
miles from Nashville.  The bear hunt was laborious and
dangerous, but hunters and their dogs were very par-
tial to it

There were parties in which the young people, with-
out referenee to previous standing in the social eir-
cles they had gone in in Virginia, the Carolinas and the
older colonies, found much recreation and real enjoy-
ment.  What mattered the seamy {loors and bear-oil
lights, the uncouth costumes and the scant furniture?
There were fiddling and dancing and refreshments at
these functions, and good will and jollity prevailed.
“Never were the story. the joke. the song and the
laugh better enjoyed than upon the hewed blocks, or
puncheon stools around the roaring log fire of the early
Western  settler,” observes Kendall,  ~The lvre of
Apollo was not hailed with more delight in primitive
Greece, than the advent of the first fiddier among the
dwellers of the wilderness; and the polished danghters
of the Fast never enjoved themselves half so well, mov-
ing to the music of a full band, upon the clastic floor
of their ornamented hall-room, as did the daughters of
the emigrants. keeping time to a self-taught fiddler on
the bare earth or the puncheon floor of the primitive
log cabin.”

Shooting-matches, throwing the tomahawk, jump-
ing, boving and wrestling. as well as foot and horse
racing. were also indulged in.
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Perhaps the soctal visit vielded ax much pleasure as
any other paztime, for men are pre-cninently social by
nature, and i the wilderness the people were mnuch
like those at Grigshy's Station—celebrated 1 James
Whitcomb Riley—where every neighbor was dear as a
relation, and the latehstring was always hanging {rom
the door!

These visits were doubtless more enjoyable in the
evenings, after the day’> work was over.  Some large
family—parents and a train of children of all ages—
might be =ecen to fasten the door and walk down a
lonely lane i the divection of a =mall cabin. whose
window, with open shutter and greased paper screen,
glowed a blossom of the dark.  On the wav they mighi
have heard the snarl of a wild amimal among  the
gloomy woods, while nearer an owl wonld <lowly {lap
by, snapping its heak as it passed over their heads, As
they neaved their destination, the bay of the houze dog
rang out, or, what was more probable. the velp of
honnds would sound in a confused chorns. while the
head ol the house came out and velled to the canines
to he gone.

Arriving, a semi-¢irele would he drawn about the
spacions five-place. wore fuel would be thrown upon
the already roaring five. and a hit more hear’s oil added
to the rudely improvized Tamp.  The ruddy blaze would
drive the hirking =hadews out of the room. or make
ludicrouns sithounettes on the plain Toe walls. or light
up the old flint-lock rifle resting in a rack above the
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door. Maybe the hunk of venigon or bear mcat in the
pot hanging in the chimney was getting near enough
done for the morrow’s meal to be taken from the fire
by the garrulous housewife and put on a shelf, while
the husband, with growing enthusiasin, explained how
the game was taken.  The news was tonched upon.
What was the latest from Washington's army?  So
Cornwallis had been caught napping. had he?  Iad
Sevier's last raid into the Indian country proved enough
to cow the murderons savages* Tlow was the Cum-
berland settlement progressing?  The victory of King's
Mountain was due to the courage of Nollichueky Jack
and Shelby. was it not? Ilad na tidings heen brought
in recently by the sconts relative to Watts' or ang-
ing Maw’s intentions? The Watanga people had proved
too much for OId Abraham™ and Dragging Canoc’s
warriors. had they not?

After awhile the gossip of the scttlement would he
retailed: or at the request of the children. now draw-
ing nearer their elders: stories of adventures would be
told. of hairbreadth escapes. of individnal instances of
valor where Tndian or bear or panther was pitted against
a white man: or what was not infrequent. a thrilling
tale of spooks was narrated. whereat the small list-
eners wonld cast furtive glunces bhehind them and
edge in hetween the fire and the old folks.

The coming of cmigrants. or their passing through
the scttlements to =ome remoter post. was an event
of importance and even pleasurer for they hronght
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news {rom the distant and older spots of civilization,
and added strength to the new.  On this point Rameey
says:  “The new-comer, on hiz arvival in the sctile-
ments was everywhere and at all times greeted with
cordial welcome.  Was he without a Tamily?  Te was
at once taken inoas a cropper or a farming hand, and
found a home in the kind family of zome setder.  Had
he a wife and children?  "They were all asked, in hack-
woods phrase, “to camp with us till the neighbors can
put up a cabin for yon.” The invitation accepted, the
family where he stops is duplicated, but this incon-
venience s of short duration.  The host coes around
the neighborhood, mentions the arrival of the strangers,
appoints a day. close at hand. for the neighhors o
meet and provide them a home.  After the cabin is
raised and the new-comers are in it. every family, near
at hand, bring in something to give them a start. A
pair of pigs. a cow and a calf. a pair of all the domestie
fowls

any sapplies of the necessaries of life which

they have
ginners.  If they have come into the settlement in
the spring, the neighbors make another frolic, anl

all ave brought and presented to the be-

clear and fence a ficld for them.”

No: not entirely without their honest pleasures—in-
cluding the feeling of joy rising in the reflection that
were the fore-

it is more Nhleszed to give than receive
parents.  There was a time to smile as well as to weep:
recollections of trinmph as well as memories of defeat:
instances of Teaven's blessings to bid hope live during
the vears of disaster and the long-suffering.
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EARLY RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT, AND TIE FAITHFUL
WORK O TH MINISTERS.

Bishop Asbury, who was greatly interested in the
spiritual welfare of the pioneers, wrote in his diary in
1797 “When I reflect that not one in a hundred came
here to get religion, hut rather to get plenty of good
land, T think it will be well if some or many do not
lose their =ouls”

The prevalent evil whieh the ministers refer to as
the lust of greed was suflicient to make one think of
the Scriptural averment that we cannot gerve hoth God
and mammon. Yet there is little doubt that under
their aflliction the settlers were more prone to yearn,
in the words of Mrs. Ward, to feel themselves in some
grasp that sustained, some hold that made life more
tolerable again. Instinctively. it might be said—even
if there had not been that deep religious fervor which
had for some vears pervaded the commmunities from
which they emigrated—the people as a general thing
meditated on the Creator and found comfort in Ilis
promises. Putnam records the fact that the women.
especially, of the Cumberland country were well edu-
cated in the doctrines of revealed religion; they brought
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their Bibles with them, and offered the first prayvers
mn the wildernesz.  There were also many pious women
and men in the eastern settlements.

But a time came carly in thenr history when all
Iukewarmuess, all torpor, would give way to a wave of
religious zeal scarcely equaled since the days of Pen-
tecost. The great revival of 1300, which may be con-
sidered an epoch in the affairs ol the Southwest, was
nearing.

It is not overstepping the truth of history to say
that the camp-mecting was one of the greatest factors
in forwarding the cvilization and moral development
ol the West, expectally of Tennessee and Kentucky, and
impressing  reverence  for nstitutions having  therr
origin In the divine fiat; that have withstood the ax-
saults of the iconoclast, the sneers of the irreverent,
and the encrcachments of the foreign element seeking
to dizcard =ome of the wisest and holiest hoons prof-
fered mankind. To them ax well as the ministers who
faced death and every manner of hardship for the
pioneers, ix due the reverenee with which we hold the
Nabbath with its “silent theater, the houzes from which
the sounds of music are banished. the empty strects,
the calm stillnesx of the dav—owr Sundayv. which the
laborer will do well to hold against the insidious cfforts
of trade and commerce if he values the rest which Gaod
knew in the heginning hiz nature would require!

One hundred and thirtyv-eight heads of Tennessee
families had united in calling Rev. Charles Cummings
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to come and settle among them as pastor, and he min-
istered to the people thirty-nine years. Ile was a Pres-
byterian, and was the first man who ever preached in
Tennessee. Ile often carried his ritle to chureh with
him, seeing that it was well-primed as he set it down
conveniently near the pulpit before anuouncing his
text.  “llis first years in this wild frontier.,” says
McDonnold in his history of Cumberland Presbyterian-
1sm in the West, “were tracked with the blood of Indian
battles. Ile fought often, and had many narrow cs-
capes.”

The country called Cumberland lay partly in Ten-
nessee and partly in Kentucky, its southern boundary
being the dividing ridge between Cumberland  and
Duck rivers in Temnessce, and itz northern houndary
Green river in Kentucky.,  Another  DPreshyvterian,
Thomas B. Craighead, was the first pastor who =ettled
i this section. Ile was followed by Rev. Benjamin
Ogden, of the Methodist Church.  One of Craighead’s
savings, according to MeDonnold. was: “I would not
give thiz old handkerchief for all the experimental re-
ligion in the world.”

Jut the departure of Rev. James MceGreadyv, who
would now he called an evangelist, and the arrival of
the Methodistz, brought about the camp-meetings and
finally {he great religious revival, wherein experimental
relicion was given muech weight.

MeDonnold savs that it is :frange that mere con-
jectural accounts of the origin of camp-incetings =hould
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be exclnaively published, when we have the most re-
liable accounts Tronmr eye-witnesses. He avers that the
first camp-mnecting i Christendom, that was appointd
and intended for a camp-mecting, was at Gaspar River
church, - Kentneky,  Alter this, camp-meetings be-
came the order of the day.

The carly camp-mectings were without tents or other
shelter exeept the wagons.  Later, people built donble
log cabins, whieh were stll catlad tents, for thenr fami-
lies and visitors. No far as possible people cooked the
provizions before they Teft home, and they moved to
camp expeeting to remain during the meeting. Al
who attended were fed frecly  Campers would go out
into the crowd and make a public invitation for all to
come and eat. The camps were =upplicd with straw,
both on the cround and on the bed scaffolds.  One
tent was used by the ladies. and another by the gen-
temen. .\ field of grain with water running throngh
it wis secured. and the horses of the visitors turned
mto it .\ vast shelter covered with hoards was huilt
and =eated for a preaching place.  Thiz alzo had =traw
for a floor.  In the intervals bhetween public services it
was the u=ual cuztom to go alone. or in small groups
to seeret praver inan adjacent forest. Gentlemen were
nat allowed 1o go npon the ladies” grounds.  And in
all the carly days, hefore railroads came along. these
meetings were not only as orderly az any other kind
of mectings. but they were generally scazons of un-
paralleled <olemnity and unequaled moral grandenr,
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At these revivalg, the attendance was large, the in-
terest intense. People came for miles to different camp-
grounds In Tennessce, and remained for days. ©A
peculiar physical manifestation accompanied these re-
vivals, popularly known as the jerks,” observes Phelan.
“They were involuntary and irresistible.  When under
their influence, the sufferers would dance, or sing, or
shout. Sometimes they would sway from side to side,
or throw the head backwards and forwards, or leap,
or spring. Generally those under the influence would
at the end fall upon the ground and remain rigid
for hours, and sometimes whole mulutudes would Dbe-
come dumb and fall prostrate. Asx the swoon passed
away, the sufferer would weep piteously, moan, and =oh.
After a while the gloom would lift, a <mile of heavenly
peace would radiate the countenance, and words of joy
and rapture would break forth, and conversion always
followed. Fven the most skeptical, even the scoflfers,
who vizited these meetings for the purpose of showing
their hardihood would be taken in this way.”

This wave of religion, called the great revival, be-
ginning in 1797 nnder James McGready, rescued Ken-
tucky and Tennessce, and through them the West and
South. from French infidelity.

The recollections of Johm Carr are interestineg and
valuable. ITe was a ploneer and historian, and lived
during the times he has described, being one of the
settlers on the Cumberland when the attack was in
1792 made on Buchanan’s Station by John Watts and
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others.  The ministers wore no beards 1n those days,
according to Carr. 1 have hude doubt, ™ he says,
“had they rizen in the pulpit in that manner (with
heards), most of the congregation would have left the
hotuse.™  There was much prejudice againzt jewelry.
The people were ignorant of the cavly Methodist class-
nicetings. An itinerant held serviees at the cabin of
Cart’s parents, closing with a class-mecung, in which
the people were cach questioned relative to spiritual
watters.  The preacher had drawn a bench across the
door, and was proceeding with his examination, when
he drew near Thomas Hamilton, who had fonght dur-
ing the revolutionary war, and was one of the bravest
men in the settlement.  Hamilton grew nervous, looked
anxionsly toward the back of the hou=e, where his hat
was, and then in the direction of the chimney. l1le
finally sprang to hiz feet, climbed out the chimney,
mounted his horse and rode to his home five miles
distant, a thoroughly scared man.

On another occasion there was to be a ball in the
settlements, It was well advertized, and the voung peo-
ple looked forward to it with pleasure. Rev. James
O°C'ull waz in the neighhorhood. heard of the contem-
plated ball, and managed to arrive at the house where
it was to take place and at the proper date. e asked
permission of hix host to preach, and turned the hall
into a revival.

Amonge the earlier ministers who came to Tennessee
besides Dishop  Asbury. Craighead, Cnmmings and



142 Tur BACKWARD TRAIL.

Ogden, were Samuel Doak, Learner Blackman, Bar-
nabas McHenry, Peter Massic, llezekiah Balch, Samuel
Carrick, James Shaw and James Balch. Their labors
were ceaseless, and the fruits of their exertions corres-
pondingly good.  Gilmore insists that the majority of
the first settlers were “hardshell” Daptists; but the
advent of the Presbyterian and Mecthodist ministers
soon changed this condition, if it really existed.

Few more picturesque figures than that of the fron-
tier preacher show through the haze of the vears. Very
plainly dressed, but having due regard for cleanliness;
open and frank of countenance, with a strength and
kindness blended in his face, strange to sec in a person
of hi= unaffected manner—Dhut rcally not =0 hard to
account for when we reflect that while he toiled through
the jostlings of existence, his thoughts had communion
daily and hourly with the Creator. As he came and
went, he had a smile for the children. and no man
could point through long vears of service and sclf-
demal to one word of his that purposcly left a sting,
to one act that would lead men to think he was not
fit to step up from earth into the presence of Deity.
A little impractical. maybe, in husiness affairs, and
pinched sometimes for the necessaries of life: hut, as
has been beautifully said by Dr. Watson. of Weelum
Maclure. it was all for mercy’s sake. Tor his mind
was turned toward saving souls. and not on bnsiness;
his labor was given to his Maker. and men did not
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then pay as though they realized that hie was one of
those of whom the world was not worthy,  Ax e
passed from station to station, the wilderness scemed
to becone hrighter; and as he knelt in the humble
homes of the poor and prayed in the sincerity of his
soul, there came hack to carth some semblance of LKden
out where the cattle strayed on the hills, where the
hirds twittered in the canes. where the runnel flowed
nrmuringly o the river hke a happy chld-soul jour-
neving from the dawn of life to the twilight of eternity,
and where the few old-fashioned roses in the little yards
leaned in the breeze that hurried through the vales
and over the hills to caress thent with iuvisible bhut
woman-soft  hands.  Giving cach  person a cordial
haudshake, smiling sunlight into the hearts of the
children, dispensing in his humble way the bread of
life—“the spiritually indispensable,” as Carlyle has it—
visiting the sick aud pointing the faltering soul heaven-
ward that it might lean on the Everlasting arms. he
appears one of the noblest works of God,



g CHAPTER XIV.

THE TRIBES CLAIMING A RIGIIT TO LANDS AT TIIE FIRST
SETTLEMENT, AND THEIR PRESENT STATUS.

Like truth, reason, when crushed to earth, will rise
again; and if selfishness or ire has been too strong for
our nobler instincts, reason will reproach us with the
fact when calmness returns.  Since the last tribe of
Indians gave up all interest in Tennessee soil and
sought other hunting grounds, we have had time to
reflect.  The present generation’s prejudices are not
awakened by the personal recollection of Indian butch-
eries, and the coolness required for the dealing out of
justice existse.  Was the treatment which the savages
received always what it should have been? Cannot in-
stances of dishonest dealings and inhumanity on the part
of the whites be pointed out® The carlier pioncers
of America in some cases sowed the wind in broken
promises and injustices; and the gencration of pioneers
coming after them reaped the whirlwind of savage hate
and resentment. “And the harbarous people showed us
no little kindness. for they kindled a fire, and received
us every one. hecause of the present rain, and because
of the cold.” writes Paul of his experiences on the island

(144)
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of Meclita.  Those who came from Europe 1o the New
World were generally met as kindly by the Tndians; and
vet the latter learned that selfishness and  dupliciy
were common to the advance guard of American eivil-
1zition.

To the lover of liberty thoughts of the partition of
Poland aronse the resentment o= of a personal wrong:
but zadder than this is the dviving of a people, however
neeessary for progress. from their conntry.  Though
the Indianz have had no historian to present their side
of the controversy or herald their best deeds, the world
will admit that their more than half of a century's
war against the whites was =ubline I its desperation
and determined courage. The most enthusiostic ad-
herent of the great mission of the Anglo-Naxon people
must see =omething pathetic in the efforts of the In-
dians, who saw treaties dizregarded. and continious
cneroachments made on domains claimed by them: who
vet were not deterred from going to war for their rights
though they knew that defeat and probably extinction
would be the result.

The origin of the Nmerican Indians has been a niat-
ter for debate for centuries. While their language fails
to connect them with any A:fatic families, their modes
of life and implements are thought to connect them
with the earlier races of the Fastern continent whose
relies are found in mounds and shell heaps. And this
i= about all that haz been proven after centuries of
investigation and theorizing.

10
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Av the period of the first exploration of Tennessee,
vague and indefinite claims to certain portions of the
country were made by a nmwher of Indian tribes, but
none of it was held by permaiient occupaney, “except,”
as Ramisey explaing, ~that scction embraced by the seg-
ment of a cirvele, of which the Tennessee river iz the
periphery, from the point where it interscets the North
Carolina line to that where this stream cnters the State
of Alabama.”™ 'The Cherokees were =etiled there. The
shawnees, (hickasaws, Choctaws and herokees clainied
other portions, their lines heing merely ideal ones.

The Shawnees, according to the carly French ex-
plorers. were =aid to assert a right 1o the Jower Com-
berland: hut thoy were even then a wandering people.
The Indians informed Gen. James Robertson on one
occasion that about 1665 the Shawnees occupied the
country from the Tennessee river to where Nazhville
stands, and north of the Cumberland, but that abont
1700 they emigrated norih and were received as a
wandering tribe by the Six Nations.  Another account
wiz given by a Cherokee ehief. Little Corn Planter, in

1320 e =aid that the Shawnees removed a hundred
vears before from the Savannah river to the Cumber-
latid by permission of his people. Tut about 1700 the
Cherokees. assisted by the Chickazaws. drove them from
the Cumberland vallev.  About 1711 when M. Charle-
ville opened a store on the site of Nashville, he ix zaid
to have occupied their old fort.  The fact that there
were no [ndians around Nashville when the first settlers
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came 12 accounted for on the theory that the trilies
fiad Been teving to destroy cach other and, hecoming
afraid to meet, abandonad the conntry, Evidences were
very: nimerotes that a dense population had onee oc-
cupied the section said to have heen the home of the
Shawnees. When the fivst settlers arrived on the Cum-
berkind. tiiey Toand by every Tasting spring eollections
of graves, wade inoa particndar wad”T explims o
wood, “with the heads inelined o the sides and et
stones, the whole covered with a stratum of mold and
drt abont cight wr ten inches deep.”™  Tnoaddition to
these was the apprarance ol walls inclosing ancioni
hahitations. .\ part of the handits infesting the nar-
rows ol the Tenneszee, making war on anigrants and
nivigiators. were Shawnees,

The Chickasaws Tnd elaim o all the torvitory in Kon-
teky and Tennessce Tving between the Tennessee and
Mississippi rivers. and a portion north of the former,
thongh they had no settlements in those scetions.  In
1:35 their warriors were estimated at hardly five hun-
dred: but they were war-likes and generally Triendly 1o
the whites,  Piowminzo. a chicef, was a staunch and
trusied friend of the carly settlers. The Choctaws and
Chickasws are helieved 1o have had a common origin,
as their appearance. laws and traditions are similar,

The Chorokees were perhaps the most powerful In-
dian natien in the Sonth. It 1= =aid that at one tihme
ihey had sixtyv-fowe popnlons towns. and their warriors
were estimated at above six thousand.  Thev were con-
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tinually at war, however-—the over-hill towns with the
northern towns, and the lower ones with the Creeks—
and became considerably diminished Defore the settle-
ments were hegun on Watauga.  Later, the frontiers of
Georgia, Virginia, and North and South Carolina were
greatly distressed by them. Their native land lay upon
the Catawba, the Yadkin, Keowee, Tugaloo, Ilint,
Cooza, Iltowah, on the east and =outh, and on a number
of the tributaries of the Tennessce on the west and
north.  They were a mountain people. and loved their
country a= the traditional Willian Tell Toved his. War
was g passton with them: but. when they took to the
arts of peace, they made thie most rapid strides in
civilization.  They claimed that they  dispossessed a
nmoon-eved peoplec unable to see by day.

The Muskogee or Creek Indians were inveterate
enemies of the first scttlers of the State, though they
had no settlements within 1tz houndaries. and were
therciore actuated mainly by a desire to plunder or by
hatred of the white race.

There were quite a numhber of =avage chiefs who were
justly celebrated for gifts that would have clevated
them to high places if they had been identified with
civilized communitics.  Foresight. diplomacy. oratory,
military genius, all these had Drilliant representation
even as late as the cighteenth century.

(Oconostota was an orator as well as a warrior. and
was head king of the Cherckees. Nothing ix known of
his hirth, but he had attained the age of manhood in
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nos and was hiving as Jate as 1809, being referred
to in a teteer of that date from Return Jo Meigs; Tndian
agent, as greasy old Oconostota™ who would intrude
on hix =tudies and wail for hours over hix departed
greatness. e was, in his prime, of Dierculean frame,
undaunted  courage, and great physical prowess.  1le
wis one of the six delegates who, in 1330) visited George
I i England, being cight vears later elected head
King of the Cherokeese e exerted despotic sway not
orly over hiz own people but over the Crecks,

Ile opposed the treaty of 1775, wherehy much of the
territory of the Indians was ceded, and made an clo-
quent =peech,  Over-ruled, he =igned the treaty. hut
=aid to Daniel BDoone:r = Young man, we have sold you
afine territory. but 1 fear vou will have some difliculty
i getting it settded.”™  For vears he made war on the
whites, carrving out this implied threat.

Finally, hix nation dethroned hime and he heeame
an dnebriate. For nearly thirty vears he is known to
have wandered about a homeless. weak. hesotted and
despised man, hegging provisions and drink. though
claiming Chota, the Cherokee city of refuge, as his hone,

The vice king, Ntta-Kulla-Kulla. or the Litde Car-
penter, wax for a long time after the erection of Fort
Loudoun a friend of the Inglish. e possess¢d many
fine (raitx. .\t the time of the hutchery of the chiefs
lTett ax hostages in Fort Prince George, as narrated in
another chapter. a number of whites were <till in the
Indian towns, and would have been immnediately <lain
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if not tortured 1o death, had he not concealed them
until there was an opportunity to escape. e then
urged relentless war on the scttfementz.  After ihe
mas=acre at the Naty Harlin Rescrve, he =aved the life
of an old friend, Capt. Stuart. who was held by Ocono-
stota for the purpose of managing the cannon taken
at I'ort Loudoun and training them on the defenses of
the whites. When the Cherokees were beaten, e was
instrumental in bringing about the peace treaty. lle
hived to a ripe age.

Promingo, or Monntain Leader, was a leading Chicka-
saw chief. Ile was during his last vears one of the
few faithful friends the whites had among the Indiaps.

John Watts. a Cherokee, was prominent in the various
onslanght= on the setilementz. Ile was one of the most
treacherous of his race.  While enjoving a wide in-
flnence among his people, =uccceding in raising large
nunibers for plunder and revenge. his success for some
reason wax limited.  In none of his actions did anything
occur to draw to him the idea of “noble™ as Cooper
applicd it to the red man.

Perhaps Alexander MceGilliveay. a Creek. was the
areatest of the Nouthern Indians of the ITnst half of
he cighteenth century, He was a half-breed, educated
at Charleston. South Carolina.  During the struggles
of the Fastern and Western zettlers of Tennessee, he
was generaily their enemy, and a friend of Spain, e
had consideralile influence among all the tribes. and
from 178F to his death in 17930 one of his hopes was
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to destroy the Cumberland community, e was win-
ning in hix manner, bhut decatful e s friendships;
wealthy, but ctung to the squalid lite of s people,
Lacking the idea of moral rectitude, he was vet now
and then known to dizplay surprizing generosity, as in
the ranzoming of white prizoners and restoring them
to their friends. He died ar Pensacola in 1395,

As pathetie ax their contest with the whites was the
Indians" final =ubinizsion to the incvitable—to Lecome
exiles from the scenes they had learmed o tove and
the graves which held the bones of their dead. Soon
after the fall of Frowah and Nickojack: no donbt there
hegan to be chierished a very strong desire to emigrate
to other wilds: and as early as 1790 a few hunters left
and went bevond the Missiszippi viver.  In their desire
to migrate, they were encouraged by the government
which had men like James Robertzon. Nilas Dinsmore
and Return T Meigs at the various agencies 1o give
Hlattering suggestions as 1o the region hevond the Mis-
si=sippiand 1o offer to buy the Tinds claimed by the
Indians in Tennessee and on it= horders. The extin-
gnisliment of their titles appeared 10 he one of the
prineiple policies of those in power.  Threat=, flatrery,
bribery. finesse. and arguments were hrought o hear,
until at last contracts were concluded. the Indians <ell-
ing foramere <ong. From the tone of “the great argu-
ment -—siened July 190 1798, Iy WTames Robertson,
James Stuart and Lachlin MeIntosh, and addressed 1o
the commissioners of the United States for holding a
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ireaty with the Cherokees—it is reasonable to infer
that il the latter had not yielded, foree might ultim-
ately have been employed.

Oconostota’s prophecy in 1775 that the invader would
Iurce the Indian steadity before him across the Missis-
sippi ever towards the West, to find a shelter and a
refuge in the sechuzion of solitude, was being fulfilled.
Those {ribes which relinquished their titles to lands
and migrated in the first part of the nineteenth century
bevond the father of waters, are still being pushed west-
ward.  Among the score or so of reservations in the
Indian Territory arve those of the Shawncees, the Choe-
taws, the Chickasaws and the Cherokees,  The first
i in the northeast corner. east of the Neosho; the
second in the southeast, hordering Arkansas and Texas;
the third joins the Choctaws on the west and is sepa-
rated from Texas by the Red river: while the fourth
Lies in the northeast, hordering Kansas and Arkansas.
The three last tribes have made considerable strides
in agriculture and the mechanics. Taking sides with
the Southern Confederacy  during the war between
the States. they were much weakened, however. Their
slaves were freed. and their rightz deelared forfeited
by the United States government.  There are many
Christians among theze Indians, and the missionarics
have given them in their language the whole Bible,
with spellers. definers. tracts and hymn hooks.

As the years go by, will the Indians retain. like the
Jews, their identily as a people? This is not impossible;
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but one of their race, Simon Pokagon, chief of the
Pottawattmmnics, made these observations in a paper in
The Forunc in 1898: “The index-finger of the past
and present ix pointing to tue future, showing most
conclusively that by the middle of the twentieth cen-
tury all Indian reservations and ribe relations will
have passed away.  Then our people will begin to scat-
ter; and the result will be o general mixing np of the
races.  Through intermarriage the blood of our people,
like the waters that tlow into the great ocean, will be
forever Jost in the dominant race; and generations yet
unborn will read in history of the red men of the
forest. and inquire, *Where ave they?”

Feis said that a number of the tribes occupying the
Tudian Territory in 1899 have long contemplated going
to Mexico, where they hope for immunity from the
whites who are still intruding upon them, and proving
the truth of the remark of a statesman that the white
race has never shown that charity for the weaker which
we should expeet from its creeds.



CHAPTER XV.

THE MOUND BUILDERS OR STONE GRAVE RACE, AND
SOME ARCH.EOLOGICAL RESEARCHIS,

Throughont Tennessce are to be found stone graves,
mounds and ruins of forts which tell of a race of people
more civilized than the tribes with which the settlers
canmie in eontact in the cighteenth century.  They

are
scattered in the vallevs of Kast Tennessce and the lower
valley of the Cumberland. but the most populous cen-
ters scem to have liecen in the vieinity of Nashville.
The race leaving those ruinz 1+ called the Mound Build-
ers or Stone Grave race.  Thruston, in his excellent
work on the antiguities of Tennessee. ohzerves that
it 1s difficult to ascertain the exact relation of the race
and its ncar kindred of the neighboring States to
the historie red Indian. but in the scale of eivilization
it should probably be classed with the best types of
the sedentary or village Indians of New Mexico or
Arizona.  “If we could have heen given a glimpse of
the fair valley of the Cumberland in 1192, the date
of the Columbian discovery.” says he. “it ix quite prob-
able that we should have found zome of these ancient
sottlements full of busy life.  We might have learned
the story of the mounds and graves from some of their
(154)
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own buriders: Tt neavly threc centiries elapsed before
the proncers of envilizetion reached the confines of T'en-
nessce.”

At the pertod ol carly Furopean scttlenment upon the
Mlantie coast and Tor more than a century later, the
Frenelh discoverers ~how  that the Indian ocenpants
of the interior scction of \wmertca were involved in
constant warfare with cach others as recorded. Were
the Mound Builders on the Cumberland and in varicus
parts of Tennessce overwhehnad wnd dinven off by more
savage conquerors, or did they hecome members of the
Shawnee or the Natehez tribe? I is held by Prof.
Cyrus Thomas that recent investigations prove they
were the ancestors of the Shawnees. The latter were
finally overwhelmed and scattered. Dro Do GL Brinton,
on the other hand, maintains that the ancestors of the
Chatta-Muskogee  tribes were probablv the  original
mound building stock or family—these tribes embracing
the Choctaws. Chickasaws. Natchez and other allied
Southern Indians: for within the historic period. even,
they were builders of carthworks and monnd defenses.
On this latter point Thruston. rightly regarded as an
authority. =ays:  “The widely-spread traditions of the
Northern Indians. indicating that the race that built
the imposing structures in the Ohio vallev were driven
to the southward. also favored this view: as does the
fact that the mounds of Tennessee do not appear to
be of <o carly a period as the Ohio mound="  But in
the historic period the unknown land of Tennessce was
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marked on the new werld maps as “the unexplored land
of the ancient Shawnees.”

There is no foundation, however, for the belief that
the graves in some portions of the State indicate a race
of pigmies. There are really no pigmy graves here,

One of the largest of the aboriginal cemeteries in
the State lies about five miles south of Nashville on
Brown’s creek, between the IFranklin and Middle
Franklin turnpikes.  Near this site there seems to have
once been a large town. Not less than three thousand
closely laid stone graves were found in the cemetery,
and about a thousand more were found on nearby farms.
In the central cemetery six or seven hundred perfect
specimens of well-burned pottery were discovered: and
nearly every familiar natural object is represented in
the form of the ware—animalz, birds. fish. the hwunan
figure and sea-shell forms.  Many of the vessels have
heen colored and decorated with some artistic <kill.

In a child’s grave of the ancient cemetery was a terra-
cotta figure nine inches long, representing a papoose
tied to its hanging hoard, which indicates that this
modern Indian custom prevailed with the prehistorie
tribes.  Sets of toy plates, marbles, terra-cotta rattles,
and crude tools and tmplements of pottery, stone and
bone. were also uncarthed.

It appears that in the immediate vicinity of Nashville
no defensive works of any magnitude were erected; but
a cordon of frontier forts, or fortified towns. protected
this central and populous distriet.
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The cists or box=shaped cotlins are made of thin slabs
of ~stone. sometines broken or ent. and frequently rude-
Iv joined. The graves are six or seven feet long, a foot
and a hall or two feet wides and cighteen inehes deep;
but graves of varving sizes are found.  Frequently the
cist contains two or three skeletons, and is not more
than three or four feet long. indicating that they were
probably interred long after death. Nearly all the
graves are filled with eeth inside. by intibtration. The

M

roots of trees have penetrated thenis the skulls are
ustally packed with earth. Vessels ol pottery must
lave contained food and drink for the journey to the
happy hunting gronnd. and are conveniently near the
body. Graves exist on many of the Large farms in
central Tennessee within a radins of seventv-five miles
of Nazhville, 1o Wilson County, near Cottage Home—
about tifty miles cast of the capital—there are a large
mound and cemetery. They are on the farm of the
late Peter Clarke. =itvated about two hundred vards
from the western bank of Smith Fork creek. and occupy-
ing three or four acres of ground.  Mr. Leander ilayvs,
a reitable gentleman who has lived on an adjoining
farm since about 18350 zatd in 1399 ~The mound fifty
vears ago was twentv-five feet above the level of the
surrounding Tand, and nearby was a large basin, <how-
ing that the material was taken from that spot for the
erection of the mound.  There was a white oak tree on
the monnd’s top. with rings indicating that it was three
hundred vears old. Some (reasure-hunters made an
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excavation, digging a tunnel =ix feet in size.  Portions of
a skeleton, some pottery, and, if 1 recollect, a gunstock,
were the only things discovered.  There ave traces of
fortifications nearby. =ome portions heing about four
feet high fifty vears ago.  Within the space enclosed
by this carth-work were a number of smaller mounds.
A Jarge number of graves in the ficlds hordering the
creek were rock-lined, square, and contained skeletons
in a sitting posture.  Fhnt arrow-heads were numerous,
At our old homestead. which I own now. there are
two of these graves which have not been molested after
discovered; one near the front gate. and the other in
the garden. under an old apple tree”

Four miles cast. on the =ame creck, in the hottom
fields of the T. G. Bratton farm. Indjan graves were
once numerous, hut have been destroved Dy the plow-
share.  The hones were of a reddish tint. and crumbled
when exposed to the air. They were in the vieinity of
the trail referred to hy Carr in his mention of the fight
which took place hetween Winchester and the bods
of Indians under the leadership of the chief. the Moon,

A mile north of Liberty. on the farm of ¢ W, L.
[Tale, DeKalh County, there stands a large mound.
evidently of artificial construction. The field in which
it is scen has heen under cultivation about seventyv-five
vears. but the mound ix vet of considerable dimensions.
about fifteen feet high and a hundred feet in diameter.
It was used perhaps as a place for observation by the
Mound Builders. or for religious rites.  Stone graves
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were in close proximity.  Neross Smith Fork creck, a
gquarter of a mile from the monnd, there was found a
biree grave in 1891 which cansed considerable com-
ment. e was very long. and the person bhuried there
st have heen ol giant =ize. The jaw bone was =aid
to have heen large enongh to <lip with caze down over
an adult’s head. The Noakim were giants of importanc:
in the carly davs in the Orient: David had a teoop of
giant=: the emperor of Germany has shown partiality
for a gnard of men of larze stature.  No doubt the
ciant whose bones were unearthed in Delkally Connty
in 1890 where they had reposed for centuries, waz
person of importance. stalking among his people con-
scious of their admiration, and when in hattle witness-
ing with =atizfaction the cousternation hix Gohath-like
figure excited among hiz enemies.

Were the Comberland  settJements of  the  Mound
Builders intended to be protected by the cordon of forts
mentioned cariier in this chapter?  There are ruins of
fortitications in Swmner. Williamson and Wilson conn-
ties to indicate thiz. “Forts were probably not needed
on the western and northwestern =ides. already occupied
by villages and settlements of the same race”” sug-
cestz Thruston.

The works lving near Saundersville, Sumner County.
inclose about fourteen acres. The carth lines and
smaller mounds in the enltivated fields in 1897 were
nearly obliterated. hut in the woodland were well pre-
served. The ¢hief mound vear the center is nearly



160 THE BACKWARD TRAIL.

twenty-six feet high. 1t is about three hundred and
cighteen feet in circumference, and ix entirely artificial.
The mounds next in size are composed probably of the
debris of ancient houses.  Auv irregular intervals along
the earth lines in the woodland, angles of earth projeet
about ten feet beyond the general line, indicating
towers or bastions in the wall line.

There are also aboriginal works of interest at Cas-
talian Springs, in the same county.

A fortified settlement iz found on the Lindsley farm.
cast of Lebanon, containing about ten acres. The usual
great mound ix near the center. .\ large number of the
smaller elevations proved to be the remains of dwell-
ing houses or wigwams; when the carth was cleared
away. hard. circular floors were dizclosed, with burnt
clay or ancient hearths in the center, indicating a sim-
ilarity to the circular lodges of modern Indians. Irom
beneath the floors—many of the Indians buried their
dead under their dwellings—were taken some of the
finest specimens of pottery ard ancient art vet discov-
ered in mounds.

On the southwest bank of the Big Harpeth river, in
Williamzon County. on the D¢ Graffenreid farm. about
two and a half miles from Franklin. and twenty miles
south of Nashville, vestiges of the ditch and embank-
ment of a fortified scttlement are visible, though the
land has been tilled {for nearlv a eentury. The en-
closure contains ahont thirtv-twe acres of land.  The
earthwork is a crescent or semi-circle. 3.800 feet in
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lengtl, and the ends resting on an impassable, almost
perpendicutar Dlull of the viver, rising about forty feet
from the water’s edge. The land = unusnally fertile
within the enclosure, and the water s convenient and
mexhanstible. The place would Bave maintained a pro-
tracted siege. There are nine mounds within the carth-
work=: the Jargest I~ two huodred and thivty Teet in
length, one hundred and ten feet in breadthn and six-
teen feet in hieight. The mounds and diteh were covered
with trees. .\ white oak four feet in dimncier stood
in the ditch.  In one of the monnds was a skeleton i
a =itting posture.  Within the hones of the hand was
held a flint knife or sword bLlade, the fingers resting
aronnd the tapering end or handle.  The instrument
wasg twenty-two inches long, and two inches wide at the
broadest portion. It is =aid to be the longest and finest
chipped stone knife known to arehaology.  An carthen-
ware vessel was on the left side, ax if held in the hand,
and two large sca-shells lay on the right.  In other
graves there were some saalle thin copper plates,
stamped with rude crosses: also. unique images and five
specimens of painted pottery and of =hell work.
There are alzo mounds and groups of wonnds in
Maury Countv, in the Sequatchee valleve on Caney
Forkoand in Madison and Lawrence countios. On the
cast side of the Tennessee river. on the hich cround
adjoining the town ol Navannah, there are extensive
carthworks.  But the larcest and mo-t elaborate an-
cient fortification in Middle Tennessee is <ituated in the
18
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forks of Duck river, near Manchester in Coffee County.
In 1897 the main wall varied from four to six feet in
height. Tt iz party constructed of irregular, loose stone
from the river bed or the adjoining bluils. There is
no regular wall or masonry, but the rocks and earth
are heaped together promiscuously, forming a strong
embanknient. connecting with the steep river Dhluils.
A wide, deep diteh in the rear of the works zeparates
and protects than from the commanding ridge op-
posite. The entranee at the north end exhibits con-
siderable engincering =kill. and i similar in plan to
some of the fortified gatewavs of the strongest ancient
works in Ohio. Mounds of stone about three feet higher
than the general wall-—doubtless foundations for lower
or extra defenses—were erected on each <ide of the
entrance,  On the inside. double protecting walls extend
back from the opening. terminating at hoth ends in
raised mounds of the same character. opposite the main
entrance and rear opening, the latter heing eoncealed at
the side. =The enemy once within the main gateway.
would find himself in a cul de sae in this enclosnre.”
Lxplorations made have revealed no stone araves or
other remains of interest. or connecting it with alo-
riginal life in other fortificd works. The stone fort i<
supposed to have heen a military enclosure. not used
as a permanent settlement.

When lived the people to whom we give the name
of Mound Builders for the lack of a more appropriate
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one?  TFrom the excellent state of preservation of many
of the =ketetons, shell, howe wnd horn ornanments and
implements, sun-dried pottery. and articles of  wood,
found i some of (he mounds and stone graves of
Middle Tennessce, Thruston contends that it cannol
be believed that all of the Tatter ante-dated the discovery
of this country by Columbuz, the visit of Puwuphilo
De Narvacz in 1325, or of De Soto i 1510,

But the mystery surrounding the prehistorie race or
races of Tennessee will in all probability never he sat-
isfactorily explained.  The centuries keep no records,
and where man has failed to do so. speculation and
wonder are all that are left.

“Sages and chiefs long sine» had birth
IXre Caesar was, or Newton named;
Those raised new empires o'er the earth,
And these new heavens and systems named;
Vain was the chief’s, the sage's pride—
They had no poet, and they died!”

sang Pope: and the lack of the poet and historian is
painfuily felt in the especial case of the aboriginal
races of America.



CHAPTER XV

THE BATELE OF KING'S MOUNTAIN, AXND TENNESSEE'S
CONNECTION WITH THE REVOLUTION.

The battle of King's Mountain waz not fought on
Tennessce soil, but ax Tennesscans were engaged 1n it
it has an additional historic interest to citizens of this
State.

The first. counties organized in what afterwards be-
came Tennessce were Washington, organized in Novem-
ber, 1777, and Sullivan, taken from Washington in
1779 and named for Gen. Sullivan.  John Sevier held
the position of colonel-commandant of the first, and
Tsaae Shelby that of the sceond.  Sevier has been men-
tioned.  Shelhy was another of those daring Indian
fighters whose courage contributed to the success of the
carly scttlements.

In 1780 the revolutionary cause in the South seemed
on the point of collapsing. Charleston fell. Gen. Gates
had been defeated, Gen. Sumter had met with reverses,
Onlv a few partisans kept the spirit of the colonists
alive.  Lord Cornwallis by September had heen rcin-
forced by about three thousand wen from Clinton's
command at New York, and passed triumphantly into
North Carolina: Patriek Ferguszon. with a command of
regulars and tories. moving on his left, was threatening

(164)
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the western frontiers with five and sword; and many
patriots ~ubmitted o British anthority,  considering
their frecdom lost.

But a tining point came at last. The threats of
Iergnzon had arouscd the frontiersinen. and gathering
under Nevier and Shelby, they hronght abont one of
the mos=t brilliant victories of the war. at King's Moun-
win, N. (.. made the American republic a cortainty,
and. as Phelan correctly observes: connected the history
of Tennessce with Bunker Hill and the ancient history
of the United States. They resolved 1o arvest the bril-
Hant British oflicer’ progresz, and =oon had him on the
retreat and writing to Lord Cornwallis for azsistance
against thoze he had but a fow davs hefore threatened.

Shelby dispatehed a messenger to Col. William Camp-
bell on the Holston: and the ficld oflicers of South-
western Virginia invited him with four hundred men
to join in the expedition against Ferguzon.  An express
was alzo sent to Col. Cleaveland, of North Carolina.
AL were to meet and unite. and accordingly on Sep-
tember 25, 1780, the three regiments under Camplell,
Sevier and Shelby, and =ome North Carolina fugitives
under MceDowello assembled on the Watanga 1o begin
their march.

Five days afterwards they formed a junction with the
regiment of Col, Cleaveland.,  Their advance =tartled
the enemy. .\ numerous army now appeared on the
fronticr drawn from Nollichueky and other setilements
bevond the mountainz. whoze very names had heen
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unknown to us,” wrote Lord Rawdon later, and the
missive tends to show the trepidation the few hundred
men put the British in.  But when the vigor of move-
ntent and the personal appearance of those hardy moun-
taineers are considerced, it is hardly a matter for wonder
that they were magnified into a “numerous army.”  We
can in imagination see the consternatien of the Grecans
when Alarie the Goth appeared on their borders, and
realize something of the fierce appearance of Attila’s
horde of ITuns as they advanced on Taly.  The Ameri-
can riflemen, though insignificant in numbers compared
with those old-world legions. were as picturesque and
terrorizing in their appearance; and they were actnated
by patriotism and not plunder as they issued from the
monntain fastnesses. and thiz made them all the more
formidable. Not a bayonet was amongst them; but few
swords dangled at their officers’ sides: not a tent was
carried to protect them from the cold autnmn nights.
3ut their fringed and tasseled hunting shirts were girded
in by bead-worked Delts, and the trappings of their
horses were stained red and vellow. On their heads
they wore coon-skin or mink-skin caps. with the tails
hanging down. or elze felt hats in each of which was
thrust a huek tail or a sprig of green. All carried =mall-
hore rifles. tomahawks and scalping knives.  Before
leaving on the march. they had assembled in a grove
and heard Rev. Samuel Doak invoke the blessings of
Meaven on the expedition: and the light of a just cause
shone in their eves and on their rongh and scarred and
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weather-heaten countenances. Then their commmnanders

these were the ecmbodiment of valor and determia-
tion also,  There wax Camphell, brave and watchiul:
Shelby, with his iron uerves and the fearless and auda-
cious look which comes of frequem and victorious en-
connters with deaths Sevier, with hiz knightlv bearing,
who though ooty thivey-five vears of age. had his 1wo
callant =onx there to wateh over: MeDowell and Wil-
liam=, cager and alert: and. lastly, Cleaveland, a Hoer-
cules in <ize and anxions o avenge the wrongs the loy-
alixt= had intlicted on him-and hiz people. What chamn-
pions to keep “the Tamp of chivalry alight in hearts of
cold!™”

After a few days thiz “numerons army™ of les: than
fifteen hundred men reached the Cowpens on DBroad
river.  Tlere they held a council of war and it was
decided to start that night to =trike the British by sur-
prize: for this enterprize they picked ont nine hundred
and ten of their hest horseinen, all expert mavksmen:
and at eight o'clock the =ame evening the ~clecied men
began thetr march. On the alternoon of Octoher 7 they
were at the foot of King Mountain, on the top of
which Ferguson, with eleven hundred and fwenty-five
men—oue hundred and twenty-five of them regulars——
were camped, confident that he conld not he bheaten,

The Americans dismounted, and formed themselves
into fonr columus. A part of Cloveland’s regiment.
headed by Winston. and Sevier's regiment. formed a
columm on the right.  The other part of Cleaveland's
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regiment, headed by that partisan himsclf, and the
regiment of Willlams, composed the left wing.  The
post of extreme danger was assigned to the column
formed by Campbell’s regiment on the right center, and
Shelhy's regiment on the left center; so that NSevier's
right nearly adjoined Shelby’s left. The right and left
wings were to pass the position of Ferguson, and from
opposite sides climh the ridge, fortified by nature with
slate-cliffs forming breastworks, in his vear; while the
two central columms were to attack in front. In this
order they advanced to within a quarter of a mile of
the Dritish hefore discovered.

The two center columns, headed by Campbell and
Shelby, climbing the mountain. hegan the attack. Shel-
by went on np. The enemy’s regulars charged Camyp-
bell with fixed bayonets: and hiz riflemen, having no
bavonets, gave way for a <hort distance only. and then
retnrned with additional ardor. The two columns with
some aid from a part of Sevier's regiment. kept up a
furious battle with Fergnson's force for ten minutes:
then the richt and 1oft wings of the Americans advanced
npon the British flank and rear; the fire hecame general;
for fiftv-five minutes longer the volleving was incessant.
At Tast the Ameriean right wing gained the top of the
at-
tempted to retreat along the top of the ridge. They
were held in check by Williams and (leaveland, and
Capt. De Pevster hoisted a white flag. The firing ceased
coon. and the enemy snrrendered at discretion,

mounitain, aad the British—Ferenson heing killed
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The los= of the Brivish was eleven Tnmdred and four
—thie number of prisoners was six hundred and forty-
cight. according to Bancrolt. "The Nnericans’ loss was
twenty-cight hilled and sinty wounded.

Grege, an English historian, says: <Of zome six
hundred and {ifty captives, a number were hanged in
cold blood on the next mornmg, under the cyes of the
Ameriean commander.”

But the whole truth iz, that anong the captives were
hovse-burners and as=as=ins: and private =oldiers who
had witnessed the =orrows of helpless women and chil-
dreng exeented nine or ten of these creatures—"for the
frequent use of the gallows at Camden, Ninety-Six. and
Angusta.” as Baneroft explains: but Col. Camphell in-
tervened and prevented further delinguences.

“The vietory at King's Mountain, which in the spirit
of the MNwmeriean soldiers was like the rising at Con-
cord. in itz effectz like the suecesses at DBennington,
changed the aspeet of the war”” obzerves Baneroft.
“The victory,” declarex Roosevelt. “waz of far-reaching
inportance. and ranks among the decisive hattles of the
Revolntion, It was the first great sueeess of the Ameri-
cans in the South. the turning point in the Southern
campaign., and it bronght cheer to the patriotz throngh-
out the Union.”

A sword and a pair of pistols were voted to Sevier
and Shelby by the General Assembly of North Carolira,
which debt of gratitude was not paid till 1810, The
soldiers received hquidated certificates worth two cents
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on the dollar for their services. Shelby’s share of these
for services In 1780-81 was sold by him for “six yards
of middling broadcloth.” But they were not fighting
for Iuere. DBoth Sevier and Shelby. after a war with the
Indians for the protection of the [ronticrs, joined
Marion with Washington and Sullivan county men, in
behalf of independence.



CHAPTER NVIL

THE STORY  OF  CONNTITUTION  MARKING. FroM  THE
WATVEGA ASSOCLATION T 1S00,

The Anglo-Saxon race Trom an carly day has had
areat faith in a fundamental politieal structnre catled
the constitution, and reverenee it as the bulwark of
their Tiberties. Thix was made manifest west of the
Mleghenies in the action of the Watangans in 1772
The Hne between Virginia and North Carolina was run
in 13710 and they found their settlements in the latter
colony. and not in Virginia. ax they had zupposed. and
separiated from the parent colony by distance and almost
impaz=able ranges of nionntains. The affairs of North
Carolina were dizordered. and the Western =ettlers could
expect no aid or protection from her,and they hoped for
none from the general govermment.  They found them-
selves without governiment, although the community was
already infested to some extent hy Jawless characters
who had come with the wave of fmmigration.  Watauea
was inoan anomalous pozition, it ean he seen. “For
covernment.” =ay= Bancroft. “itx members in 1172 came
together as brothers in convention. and founded a re-
public by a written assoctation: appointed their own
magistrates, Robertzon among the first: framed Jaws for
their present occasions: and set to the people of America

(&)
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the example of crecting themselves into a State, inde-
pendent of the British king.” Perhaps they hardly in-
tended such independence as the distinguished historian
suggests, but Watauga was the first {ree independent
community established by men of American birth on
this continent.

The constitution of Watauga haz perizshed, and we
know very little of the contents of the instrument; but
it 1s thought that the Cumberland compact. made later
by persons who were identified with the Watauga move-
ment and preserved in part, is in many respects a repro-
dnction of it.  Thirteen commissioners were elected—
John Carter, Charles Rolertson, Zach Izbell, John
Sevier, James Smith, James Robertzon, Jacob Brown,
William DBean, .John Jones, George Russell. Jacol
Womack, Robert Lucas and William Tatham. Of these
John Carter, Charles and James Robertson. Zack Ishell
and John Sevier were selected as a court, or board of
five commissioners, and William Tatham made clerk.
The settlements originally composing the association
were Watauga and Carter’s Valley, hut the Nollichncky,
or Brown settlement, was admitted Tater. The principle
of representation appears to have heen fairly emploved.
for in the subsequent petition to e annexed to North
(‘arolina it was declared that the committee had heen
chosen unanimonsly by consent of the people, and had
acted with the consent of every individual. The
Watangans were mostly from North (arolina and Vir-
ginia, and the settlers of these colonies were largely
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English.  Ninety-cight per cent of the white Virginian
population were Foglishe This assured Anglo-Saxon
blooml and principles in the little commonwealth. The
fundamental tencts of this assoctation were therefore
Anglo-Naxon—perzonal liberty and representative gov-
crnment, from ]l that can he gathered: and thi= shonld
satisfy our curiosity relative to the movement which

has assumed an undue conspicnousness in history.

Robertson, Izbell, Lueas and "Fatham went a few vears
later and settled on the Cumberfand: and <o nv 1730,
when the setdements there had grown. and the repre-
sentatives of seven stations met in Nashborough on May
1, they nu=t have exerted an influence in the making of
the constitution framed by this convention.  The com-
pact. excepting the first page, has heen preserved. with
certain amendments made on Mav 13,0 Two hundred
and {ifty-six persons zigned ity and thovgh the inztru-
ment containg a recognition of the fact that the Cum-
herland settlement helonged to North Carolina. that
scttlement really be¢ame another State founded upon
the consent of the governed. The reasons given for jts
organization are thonght to represent the purposes of the
Watauga cettlers. Was not the wording borrowed {rom
the older compaet?  Instead of a comuittee of thirteen,
however. it provided for a committee of twelve, and
they are referred to as the judges. triers, or sencral
arbitrators.  The sub-committee of five do not appear
to have heen retained, either; for the judges or triers
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are declared to have the proper jurizdiction for the re-
covery of debt or damage, provided the cauze of action
had arisen among the settlers when they were heyond the
limits of government.  (azes involving one hundred
dollars or less were tried before three judges, whose
deciston was final.  If the amount was larger. an appeal
could be taken to the twelve—or rather to nine-—of the
committee, for the three from whose judgment an ap-
peal was taken were exceluded.  The judges had eriminal
jurizdiction, hut were forbidden to proceed with execu-
tion “xo far asx to effect life or member,” in which case
the offender was to he sent under gnard to the place

<

where the offense had been committed. or to a place
where a legal trial could be had—perhaps 1in the older
section of North Carolina.

The Cumberland institutions were thoronghly 1ong-
lish, like those of Watauga. In April. 1783, the Leg-
islature of North Cfarolina created Davidson county, and
the compact of the Cumberland settlements hecame ob-
solete.

As shown in a previous chapter, the State of
Iranklin was organized in the Ilastern section under
the leadership of Sevier in 1784, and collapsed four
years subsequently.  When the scheme to form it ma-
terinlized, the North Carolina constitution, with some
immaterial modifications, was adopted at the suggestion
of Sevier. That constitution was, according to com-
petent erities, a democratic, a thoronghly American,
version of the English constitution.



LENUMERATION OF INHABITANTS. 158

In this connection it may he instraetive to show that
the Legislature of Frauklin nppointed Sevier governor
and made other necessary otlicers - the spring of 1385;
and amnsing to note the Solons grappling with o finan-
cial svstenn o additon w the ordinary mediun of
exchange.” savs Caldwell in his constitutional history.
“divers connnodities were made legal tender. Tow linen,
for instance, was legal tender at the rate of one shilling
nine penee a vard, and linsev at three =hillings; elean
beaver <kins, six <hillings cach: raccoon and fox skins,
one =hilling and three pence; bacon and tallow, s
pence a pound: rve whiskev, two shillings and =ix pence
a gallon: peach and apple hrandy. three <hillings a gal-
lon: maple sugar. one <hilling a pound.  Thus the gov-
crnor might have been compelled o take the amount
of his salary in bees-wax and rve whiskey!™

The territorial organization, having been  entirely
artificial, will not be neticed here.

On July 11, 1795, the Territorial Assembly passed an
act for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the ter-
ritory of Tennessee with the view of creating a new
State.  The enumeration indicated the population as
being 17.262, of whom 10.613 were slaves, and 973 were
distingnizhed ax “ather free persons=."  More than a
third of all the voters of the territory opposed a State
government.

The constitutional convention was called and a=<em-
bled at Knoxville on July 11, 1196, There were then
cleven countics—Dlount. Davidson, Greene. Hawkins,



176 THE BACKWARD TRAIL.

Jefferson, Knox, Sullivan, Sevier, Sumner, Tennessce
and Washington. The members of the convention nwm-
bered fifty-five. It was opencd with prayver, and by a
sermon by Rev. Samuel Carvick. William Blount. ter-
ritorial governor, was president. Tlie committee ap-
pointed to draft the constitution was composed of An-
drew Jackson, John MeNairy, Samucl Frazier, William
Rankin, William Cocke, Thomas Ilenderson, Joseph
Anderson, James Roddev, William Blount, Charles M-
Clung, W. C. €. Claiborne, John Rhea, David Shelby,
Danicl Smith, Samuel Wear. John Clack, Thomas John--
ton, William Fort, John Tipton and Janies Stewart.

Like the I'ranklin people. Tenncessee virtually adopted
the North Carolina constituticn—a constitution at once
democratic and conservative in method,

The first place was given to the Legislature, and too
much power was vested in that department.  One
senator and two representatives were provided from cach
connty in the first Assembly. but after the census which
was to be taken within three vears of the first meeting
of Assembly. senators and representatives were 1o he
apportioned according to the number of taxable inlab-
itants, not according to population.  Was not here a
property qualification?  And ro one could he a member
who had not for one vear possezsed and continued 1o
possess two hundred acres of land.  The hody was to
fix all salaries. though untit 1801 thesze were paid:

To the covernor, $150,

To the judzes, not more than 600,
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To the seeretary, not over $ 100,

To the treasurer or treasirers, not more than four
por cent for receiving and paving out all funds,

T the attorney or attornevs, not over %30 for cach
cotrt attended.

Land. excepting town lots was to be taxed uniformly,
and Tots were not to he assessed higher than two hundred
acres of land.

There was a poll-tax on <laves: not to he more than
the tax on two hundred acres of land.

The governor was clected by the people for a term
of two years, was to be twenty-five vears of age and
to own five hundred acres of land. His successor in case
of death, resignation, ete, was the speaker of  the
senate.

livery free-holder over the age of twenty-one, and
every male citizen over that wge who had been for six
months a resident of the county where his vote was
offered. wax an elector of the governor and members of
the General Assembly. Even free negroes voted. and
continued to do =0 until the constitution of 1831,

The judicial power was invested in such superior and
inferior courts of Taw and eqnity as the Legislature
might establish.

The judges and attorneys general were elecred by joint
haltot of the two houscs. to hold office during good
behavior.

Fach court appointed itz own clerk. to hold hix oflice
during good behavior,

12
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Magistrates were appointed by the General Assembly,
and commissioned by the governor. They were also to
hold during good behavior; their number not to exceed
twe for each captain’s company (of militia), except that
the company which included the county seat was entitled
to three.

Coroners, trustecs and constables were elected by the
county court for two years; rangers and registers were
appointed by that tribunal also, to serve during good
behavior.

There were no civil distriets until 1834

Tt was not necessary for legislative action to call out
the militia.

(lergvmen were denied the right to sit in the As-
sembly.

No one who denied the being of God or a futnre
state of rewards and punishments was allowed to hold
any office in the civil department of the State. hut he
might in the military.

Perzons could he imprizoned for debt. unless the
debtors should surrender their estate for the benefit of
creditors. where the presumption of {rand was not
strong.

The press was 1o be free. and the principles of the
English and American Bills of Rights were declaved to
be essential parts of the constitution.

As to religious liberty it was declared: “That all men
have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Al-
mighty God according to the dictates of their own con-
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seiencez; that no man can ot right be compelled to
attend, creet, or support any place of worship, or to
maintain any ministry against hiz consent; that no
Human authority can in any case whatever control or
interfere with the rights of conscience: and that no
preference shall ever he given by law to any religions
extablishment or mode of worship. That no religions
test. =hall ever be required as a qualification to any
oftice or public trust under this State.”

The constitution wax said hy Thomas Jefferson—one
of whose great hohbies was religious liherty—to be the
least imperfect and niost republican of the State con-
=titutions.  [Towever. 1t contained grave defects, which
have since been remedied to some extent. These
changes may be noted by a comparizon of it with the
present State constitution,

In 1796 the State contained three distriets—Wash-
ington, Mero, and amilton.  On August 8 of that vear
an act was passed naming three persons from cach
county to choose the presidential eleetors. The com-
misstoners so chosen from the connties of Washington
district were to meet at Joneshoro, thoze from Mero at
Nazhville, and those from Hamilton at Knoxville, on a
day desienated. and hallot for electors for their respec-
tive districts. In case of a tie. the decision was to he
made by drawing Tots. This unique method no longer
prevails. and the Presidential electors are chosen by the
people at a regular clection,
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